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Saudi council holds first meeting 

DUBAI JR) — Saudi Arabia s first representative assembly in 60 
ffSjfjS 3 after it tSES^d 

jy-_S iff of f ^ to S®l pr0 !T ,Sed P 011 '^ 1 reforms in the 

" n * dt ^ n - Sli| fr ^ ! ^ lldl ^ css , A 8 enc y “ud the 60-man Shura 
Counal, <Wd by ils speaker former Justice Minister Sheikh 
Uobammad Ben i Ibrahim Ben Jube.r met and agreed to set up eight 
■ eommitiees dealing with Islamic affairs, foreign affaire, sccuriw 
[Jinaoce and economy, social and health affairs, education, culture and 
fmedia, services and administration. The council also agreed to meet 
Monday. SPA said. King Fahd. who appdoS lh?M 
membeis, had inaugurated the council on Wednesday. The councfl 
will not hold public sessions. It is the firet institution rivine citizens a 
say in the affairs of Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest oTl produce? and 
eqjorter. Sernor members of the royal family have traditionally 
controlled^ the vastoil wealth, huge foreign assets and political and 
nrifitary after* of the kingdom of 17 million. Diplomats sayihe council 
represens the vanous sector of Saudi society and Uie appointments 
were well received by the Saudi people. 
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Peace process debated in secret session 

AMMAN (Petra.) — The Lower House of Parliament Sunday held a 
dosed session to pursue discussion of the latest developments of the 
peace process. At the outset of the session, which was attended by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam A1 Majali and cabinet ministers. Speaker 
Taher Masri raid the session was a continuation of a previous one 
which was dedicated to discussing the' latest developments of the peace 
process and should therefore be a dosed session. Several deputies, 
including Abdul Karim Al Dughmi, Abdullah Akaileh, Bassam 
Haddadin, Mohammad Heinu, Bassam Al Emousfa and Ahmad 
Kofahi. demanded that the session be held publidy, saying that there 
was no need for a dosed session following His Majesty King Hussein's 
address of Saturday in which the King clarified many issues. Deputies 
Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdch and Mohammad Abu Oleim requested 
that the session be held behind dosed doors since it was a continuation 
of the previous closed session. After a debate of the issue Mr. Masri 
decided to hold a closed session and requested press representatives 
and others to leave the place. 
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Israel, PLO to hold 
new economic talks 

TEL AVIV | AFP) — Israel 
and the 1 Palestine Liberation 

Q reams lion ( PLO) will meet 

for' a fresh round of talks on 
the economic aspects of their 
autonomy deal in Paris on 
Monday, a finance ministry 
official said. It will be the fifth 
meeting of the economic com- 
mittee set up under the Sept. 

13 autonomy aeiv enient w hich 
has led donors n» pledge S2 
billion for the Palestinians over 
two years. The Israeli delega- 
tion will be led by senior treas- 
ury-official David Broden. The 
economic, committee is one of 
the four set up to work tun how 
to implement autonomy in the . 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Israeli-backed 
gunman wounded 

MARJAYOUN. Lebanon 
(AP) — A roadside bomb ex- 
plosion seriously wounded an 
Israeli-affiliated militia officer 
in South Lebanon Sunday, 
security sources said. They said 
fhe attack occurred near the 
village of Tallousseh. on the 
edge of the central sector of 
Israel's self-proclaimed "secur- 
ity zone" at 2:15 p.m. 1 1215 
GMT). No group claimed re- 
sponsibility for the explosion, 
set off by remote control as the 
officer drove on the main road 
to the village. His car was 
gutted. The security sources, 
speaking on condition rt 
anonymity, said the area in 
which the aii.ick on. lined sug- 
gested that the Hi/Mlali was 
"behind it. They idem i tied the 
wounded man only .by his 
codename of Abu Daik. an 
officer with the South Lebanon 
army militia. 

Kuwait jails bedoun 
for ‘collaboration’ 

KUWAIT CITY I AFP) - A 
""Kuwaiti court Sunday sent- 
enced a man to in years in 
prison after convicting him of 
serving in the Iraqi army dur- 
ing the occupation. Jaber 
Saghir Farhan. a 34-vear-old 
bedouin or a resident with no 
nationality, was convicted by 
the high state security court of 
joining the "popular army." an 
auxiliary' of the Iraqi army, the 
official KUNA news agency 
reported. Another bedoun. 
Hani Murzuk. was aquitred of 
collaboration charges for lack 
of evidence. Since U.S.-led 
forces freed Kuwait front seven 
months of Iraq occupation in 
February 1991. more than 2bl) 
people, including" many be- 
doun. have been convicted of 
collaboration and given va- 
rious sentences. 

7 killed in Algerian 
violence . 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Unidenti- - 
tied gunmen killed seven civi- 
lians in separate incidents in an 
upsurge of violence Friday and 
Saturday, security service offi- 
cials^ said Sunday. Over the 
same.two-day period a number 
of schools ana colleges were 
targeted in arson attacks in 
various parts of the country, 
the sources said. Meanwhile 
armed groups targeted educa- 
tional establishments. Three 
colleges and two schools were 
attacked in Blida, a college and 
a grammar school in Oum Al 
Bouaghi, a grammar school in 
Cheef arid a .college in ‘Ain 
tSefla. Security service vehicles 
officials said some 60 lorries, 
coaches and public services 
were also the subject of arson 
attacks in the same period. 

Right-wing rebel 
arrested in Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) — Police have 
arrested a right-wing leader 
who helped conservative hard- 
liners defend Russia's White 
House parliament building in 
October last year, Interfax 
news agency said on Sunday. 
The agency said Alexander 
Barkashov, head of the banned 
nationalist Russian National 
Unity movement, had been 
arrested late last week and 
transfen-ed to a special Interior 
Ministry hospital. He was the' 
last ringleader of the rebellion 
still being sought by police. An 
. Interior Ministry . official, who 
askednot to be-identified, told 
Reuters that the ministry 
would publish a formal state- 
meat about Mr. Barkashov 
Monday. 


Kaddoumi to lead PLO 
team to Amma n talks 

King’s call for coordination reflected 
deep concern over delays — Anani 


By I . am is K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The head of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) political depart- 
ment Farouk Kaddoumi, will 
arrive in Amman this week to 
launch a new beginning for 
coordination with Jordan over 
peace talks with Tsrael, PLO 
sources said Sunday. 

The planned visit of the top- 
level PLO delegation reflected 
an important shift in the orga- 
nisation’s tactic to focus on 
closer coordination with the 
Arab states, particularly Jor- 
dan, after the failure so far of 
negotiations with Israel to im- 
plement Palestinian autonomy. 

Initially, Palestinian Presi- 
dent and PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat had appeared reluc- 
tant to bind himself to any 
agreements with Jordan re- 
garding the Kingdom’s role 
during tiie agreed-apon tran- 
sitional Palestinian autonomy 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. But last week Mr. Arafat 
made a surprise visit to Am- 
man for urgent discussions 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
about obstacles impeding 
Palestinian autonomy. 

In a revealing by candid 
address to senior Jordanian 
army officers. King Hussein 
said Sunday that he has 
cautioned Mr, Arafat that if 
coordination did not start this 
week it could be the last 
chance before. Jordpn.. and the 
PLO find themselves taking 
separate courses, (see separate 


story) 

Information Minister Jawad Al 
Anani told Jordan Television 
Sunday that the King's state- 
ments reflected deep concern 
about the resumption of coor- 
dination with the PLO. 

“(The King’s speech) re- 
flected deep concern that coor- 
dination should be on the high- 
est levels and on very clear 
basis,” Dr. Anani said. 

Mr. Arafat promised King 
Hussein to send a delegation 
on Tuesday to start immediate 
coordination with Jordan. But 
the Jordanian government 
seems to be concerned that the 
PLO leader might put off the 
meetings, as he has done in the 
past pending clearer results of 
Paiestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions. 

According to Dr. Anani, the 
King was stressing the time 
element in getting the PLO to 
start serious discussions with 
Jordan about the peace process 
and Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions. The minister explained 
that the King was actually call- 
ing for putting a definite timet- 
able for Jordanian-Palestinian 
coordination. 

“The relationship is affected 
by the peace process and the 
ongoing (Israeli-Palestinian) 
negotiations,” Dr. Anani 
pointed out. “Consequently, 
any delay or postponement of 
coordination could pose se- 
rious threats to Jordan.” 

In his address. King Hussein 
also disclosed- that -he has 
appealed to Mr. Arafat to drop 
ms "demand for establishing 


confederal ties in the immedi- 
ate future. 

Mr. Arafat has been insist- 
ing that an agreement with 
Jcndan should be pan of a 
confederation between two in- 
dependent states. 

PLO officials told the Jordan 
Times last week that the two 
sides have agreed, following 
the King's two-hour meeting 
with Mr. Arafat, to effectively 
put off the discussion of future 
relations and focus on immedi- 
ate specific issues. 

Tunis-based PLO officials 
said that the leadership has 
read the King’s speech careful- 
ly, but did not see any reason 
to alter its plans. 

“The two sides are in dire 
need of each other. Neither of 
us can afford a crisis,” said a 
Tunis-based PLO official. 

Hie King has also expressed 
annoyance with suggestions 
that Jordan was opposing 
Palestinian control over the 
crossings points between 
Jordan and Jericho. 

Israeli negotiators have told 
the PLO they could not yield 
to Palestinian demands to con- 
trol the crossing points since 
Jordan “objected” to such a 
step. 

The issue was clarified dur- 
ing Thursday's meeting and the 
King and Mr. Arafat con- 
ducted that doser coordination 
was crucial to boost each 
other's negotiating standing 
vis-a-vis Israel. But many dif- 
ferences remain that theTwo 

(Continued on page 3) 


Pregnant 
woman shot 
in Gaza 

GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops shot and wounded six 
Palestinians, including a pre- 
gnant woman, during clashes 
in Gaza City Sunday, Palesti- 
nian witnesses said. 

Trouble erupted when 
youngsters pelted stones at an 
Israeli post near Palestine 
square. 

Undercover troops disguised 
as Palestinians chased the 
youngsters but ran into a hos- 
tile crowd and opened fire, the 
witnesses said. Two women, 
one of them four mouths pre- . 
gnant, were among the six peo- 
ple shot. 

Hundreds of Palestinians be- 
came involved in the violence 
and soldiers arrested about 30 
people. 

An activist from the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip has claimed 
responsibility for the killing of 
two Israelis inside Israel, 
Palestinian sources said Sun- 
day. 

Local reporters said Farid 
Kaisi, a 21-year-old activist 
from Fateh, told them on 
Saturday he killed David Bub- 
iil and Haim Weizman in 
Ramie on Friday to avenge the 
killing of a colleague by Israeli 
troops about a month ago. 

Both men were found dead, 
their throats cut. 

Any link of Fateh could 
embanks its head, Palestine 
Liberation Organistion (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, who 
has committed Fateh and the 
PLO to stopping all attacks on 
Israelis since the PLO and 
Israel signed a peace agree- 
ment in September. 

Police in Ramie, about 15 
kilometres southwest of Tel 
Aviv, first thought the killings 
were related to drugs. They 
said both men were known 
addicts. 

But a police spokeswoman 
said on Sunday they were in- 
vestigating the possibility the 
killings were politically moti- 
vated after they found the 
identitiy card of a Gaza Palesti- 
nian next to the bodies. 

Mr. Kaisi told reporters in 
Gaza he left his identity card 
there to claim responsibility. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel insists new 

talks only after PLO 
accepts Cairo paper 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL WITHHELD 
approval Sunday for a new 
round of peace talks with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- • 
tion (PLO) and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin reportedly told 
his cabinet he was willing to let 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
“sweat a bit.” 

In Cairo, the PLO said it 
rejected Israeli “blackmail” 
over rhe resumption of auton- 
omy talks, after Israel warned 
that the organisation would 
first have to accept a disputed 
Cairo document. 

"We are not involved in 
negotiations in which ultima- 
tums can be issued." senior 
PLO negotiator Nabil Shaath 
told AFP. 

“No side can accept such 
blackmail." 

He said the “text presented 
by Israel as an accord is only a 
draft working paper drawn up 
by the Israeli delegation and 
on which the Palestinian de- 
legation never gave its agree- 
ment.” 

But the PLO is “serious in 
its desire to reach a solution to 
the problems as quickly as 
possible, if the other party 
shows the same will,” he said. 

Mr. Rabin warned earlier 
that his country would return 
to the autonomy talks only if 
the PLO accepted the docu- 
ment drafted by negotiators in 
Cairo. 

“We are not in a hurry, it’s 
the Palestinians’ turn to sweat 
it out,” Israel Radio quoted 
Mr. Rabin as telling ministers 
at the weekly cabinet meeting. 

The Palestinians have called 
for new negotiations in the 
Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
Taba on Monday following re- 
criminations over whether any 
agreement was made during 
negotiations in Cairo lasf 
week. • 

Israel announced Wednes- 
day that the Palestinians had 
agreed to a draft document 
which would give joint control 
of border crossings and double 
the size of the autonomous 
area of Jericho to about 60 


square kilometres. 

But the PLO denied any 
accord and the Israeli press has 
reported that Mr. Arafat is 
insisting on no Israeli presence 
at points where Palestinians 
will cross into the autonomous 
enclaves from Jordan and 
Egypt. 

Israel alleged Palestinian 
negotiators had gone back on 
their word. 

Mr. Rabin warned that if 
Mr. Arafat failed to accept the 
Cairo document, then all pre- 
vious agreements would be put 
aside and everything would be 
open to negotiation. 

“What’s the point of 
reaching agreements?” Mr. 
Rabin asked in an interview on 
Israeli army radio. 

In an interview with Israeli 
army radio. Dr. Shaath said 
both sides still disagreed on the 
size of the autonomous Jericho 
area to be vacated by Israel 
and control over border cros- 
sings for Palestinians. 

“Whereas the Israeli side is 
always very sensitive about any 
symbol of sovereignty,” Dr. 
Shaath said. “We are also very 
sensitive about the attempt to 
continue Israeli control of 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories." 

During the interview. Dr. 
Shaath received a fax from 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
saying Israel was prepared to 
resume talks in Taba but no 
date was mentioned. 

Mr. Rabin said any new 
talks would be held on the 
basts of the agreements 
reached in Cairo. Mr. Rabin 
told bis ministers during the 
weekly cabinet meeting that he 
was in no hurry. 

Environment Minister Yossi 
Sarid, a member of the nego- 
tiating team, said Israel was 
now waiting for clarifications 
from the PLO. 

“Frankly, I can't understand 
his path of thinking and nego- 
tiations,” he said. 

Ministers said they were 
confident agreement would be 
reached eventually, but that it 

(Continued on page 10) 


King: Jordan resisting pressures for 
treaty before solving basic issues 

Coordination with Palestinians needed now 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
revealed that Jordan came 
under immense pressure to 
sign a separate peace treaty 
with Israel but that the King- 
dom would not enter any 
such agreement without re- 
solving basic outstanding 
issues with the Jewish state — 
the human dimension of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, the re- 
turn of Jordanian land occu- 
pied by Israel and the res- 
toration of the Kingdom’s 
water rights. 

In an address to senior 
Armed Forces officers on 
Saturday, the King also 
emphasised the importance 
of a comprehensive peace 
settlement and of Jerusalem 
as a city holy to ail three 
monotheistic religions of the 


world and reiterated Jordan's 
rejection of any single coun- 
try exercising sovereignly 
over the Islamic shrines. 

“We have lately come 
under pressure, but we will 
nor succumb to what we see 
as unjust." said the King. 
“We will bow only to 
Almighty God...” 

The King said Jordan stood 
firm on its stand that a peace 
treaty should “come only at' 
the end of the negotiations 
when all issues have been 
solved in a manner satisfac- 
tory to ourselves and the 
other parties involved in the 
peace process.” 

“Peace is not a matter of 
ink on paper or a document 
signed before negotiations 
start,” said the King. “We 
should discuss everything and 


once we have reached an 
acceptable and reasonable re- 
sult the peace we seek would 
have been achieved,'* he 
added. 

“We strive to follow this 
course and we are focusing 
on three main issues.” the 
King said, listing the issues as 
the land Israel occupied in 
1967, Jordan’s water rights 
and, in the Jordanian- 
Palestinian context, the hu- 
man dimension of the con- 
flict. 

King Hussein also gave 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat a “last chance” 
to agree on future Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations in talks 
this week.**! consider the 
meeting I had with President 
Arafat 4£ hours ago to have 





been derisive,” King Hussein 
said of the PLO chairman's 

(Continued on page 3) 


Assad 
expects 
Clinton to 
have new 
proposals 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad expects to hear new 
proposals for reviving peace 
talks with Israel when hi*, meets 
.U.S. President Bill Clinton in 
Geneva later this month, offi- 
cial radio said Sunday. 

“President Clinton would 
not have arranged the meeting 
if he did not have new (propos- 
als) to move the peace process 
forward and revive hopes for 
peace,” Damascus Radio said. 

"Syria would like to know 
the new (proposals) of the 
American administration 
which has derided to play the 
role of full, active and effective 
partner," in the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks, it said. 

Official bilateral peace talks 
between Israel and Syria are 
expected to resume in 
Washington in early February 
after Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Assad meet in Geneva on Jan. 
16. 

Israeli and Syrian 
academics, meeting secretly in 
Norway, agreed on a docu- 
ment that could foreshadow a 
breakthrough in their govern- 
ments' peace talks, an Israeli 
participant said on Sunday. , 

Professor Yossi Olmert, who ; 
attended the last meeting in 
October, said two Syrian 
academics present spelled out 
a vision of “full peace” in 
exchange for a full Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

**The document reflects 
readiness of the Syrians pre- 
sent to accept that fiill peace is 
exactly what it is — normalisa- 
tion, open borders, consular 
and diplomatic relations, trade 
and cultural relations,” Mr. 
Olmert told Reuters. 

• 

“I think there is a discussion 
that this should be Syrian poli- 
cy. I think it could be an 
important indication,” said 
Mr. Olmert, a former nego- 
tiator to Washington peace 
calks with Syria. 

He said tiie document was 
passed on to the Israeli and 
Syrian leadership. 

Israeli-Syrian peace talks be- 
gan more than two years ago 
but have been unable to recon- 
cile Israeli demands for “full 
peace" with Syrian insistence 
on a full Israeli pullout from 
the Golan Heights. 

Asked about the meetings, 
reported by Israeli newspap- 
ers, Mr. Rabin's spokesman 
Gad Ben-ArT, said: “They are 
not being conducted on behalf 
of the government of Israel. 
They do not bind us in any 
way.” 

Mr. Rabin said in a weekend 
radio interview he expected a 
positive change in the Syrian 
position at the Clinton- Assad 
summit. 


Qatari minister ends visit 
saying reconciliation sealed 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Qatari Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jassem Al Thani Sunday 
wound up a visit to Jordan 
saying his two days of talks 
here had sealed Qatari- 
Jordanian reconciliation after 
a strain caused by the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis. 

Sheikh Hamad, addressing 
a press conference before 
leaving for home, also 
announced the formation of a 
joint committee at foreign 
ministers' level to develop 
political and economic coop- 
eration between Jordan and 
his country. 

He said the emir of Qatar, 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad' 
Al Thani, was planning a 
state visit to Jordan. He did . 
not give any date. 

Sheikh Hamad conveyed a 
message from the emir to His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
held talks with Prime Minis- 


X \ 



Sheikh Hamad Al Than! 

ter Abdul Salam Majali. 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs TalaJ A! Hassan and 
other officials in his first visit 
to JoTdjui after the Gulf cri- 
sis. 

His Royal Highness Crown 


Prince Hassan visited Qatar 
in the second half of 1993 and 
held high-level talks with the 
emir and senior Qarari offi- 
cials on political and econo- 
mic relations and means to 
revitalise cooperation. 

Sheikh Hamad's visit to 
Jordan, was seen as a follow- 
up to the process launched 
during the Crown Prince's 
visit to Doha. 

His discussions here co- 
vered inter-Arab differences, 
bi- lateral relations and the 
26-month-old« Middle East 
peace process. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted Dr. Majali and 
Sheikh Hamad as calling for 
Arab countries to settle their 
differences and emphasising 
the need “to reestablish Arab 
solidarity on the basis of 
mutual trust and confi- 
dence.” 

Petra quoted Sheikh 
Hamad as voicing his coun- 
try's support for Jordan's 
(Continued on page .10) 
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Fierce fighting rages 


Syria joins criticism of Vatican 


in Afghan capital 


JvABUL (Agencies) — 

( pozens were feared dead and 
least 550 wounded in Kabul 
5s rocket and artillery battles 
Juged for a second day Sunday 
yfetween Afchan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbanr s forces 
Jmd fighters led by an ex-coip- 
ruunist general. 

>* The iwo main hospital in 
"the city centre reported 350 
wounded and at least eight 
dead, but doctors said the 
dumber was likely to rise once 
the bombardment cased and 
those needing treatment were 
able to reach hospitals. 

* No exact death toll was 
available because bodies were 
not taken to hospitals during 
the fiercest rocket and artillery 
A fire in Kabul for six months. 
Blistering rocket and artil- 
tj-;3ery exchanges erupted for the 
K-* second day ar dawn between 
forces loyal to Mr. Rabbani 
r£/’3md fighters led by northern 
be- warlord General Abdul Rashid 


to buy bread at bakeries, the 
only shops still open in Kabul. 

A Rabbani spokesman said 
the president's forces appeared 
to have gained the upper hand 
in 13 hours of artillerv battles 


that began at dawn on New 


that began 
Year’s Dav. 


He said the president's fight- 
ers captured the airport which 
had been held by Gen. Dos- 
tum's forces since the ex-com- 
munist general defected to the 
guerrillas, toppling the former 
Communist government in 
April 1992. The report could 
not be independently con- 
firmed. 


Many roads were blocked by 
street battles between Rabbani 
forces and Dostum fighters 
whose posts and checkpoints 
often stand almost side-by-side 
in a city divided into a patch- 
work of rival fiefdoms that 
have co-existed in uneasy neut- 
raiitv for months. 


Presidential spokesman 
Abdul Aziz Moraa said Gen. 


-Dostum, backed by hardline 
Trime Minister Guibuddin 


• Trime Minister Guibuddin 
• Hckmatyar. 

Plumes of smoke spiralled 
above Kabul as thousands of 
rockets, shells and mortars bat- 
1 tcred the city, many missing 
their military targets and hit- 

• - tine residential areas. 

. Small-arms skirmishes rat- 
■ tied through the deserted 
1 - • streets, preventing the wound- 

• ed from reaching hospitals. 
Only a few tanks and taxis' 

- raced through the streets. 
Erratic electricity supplies to 
the war-shattered city were cut 
off. and only a few' residents 
emerged from their homes, 
dodging rockets and shrapnel 


Dostum's men had started the 
clash, the first between Mr. 
Rabbani and the warlord based 
in the northern city of Mazar- 
e-Sharif since the coalition 
government took power. 

A spokesman for Prime 
Minister Guibuddin Hekmaty- 
ar's Hezb-e-Islami Party said in 
neighbouring Pakistan that all 


Concentrated rocket and 
artillery fire came from the 
ancient hilltop Bala Hissar 
fort, just south of the city- 
centre. that is held by Gen. 
Dostum's militia. 

Rabbani commander Pahla- 
wan Mahrunt said the battles in 
Kabul marked the spread of 
hostilities from the north, 
where Gen. Dostum's men 
have clashed sporadically with 
government troops for weeks. 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria on Sunday joined critics 
of the Israeli- Vatican accord, 
saying the Holy See had made 
a “serious mistake” by recog- 
nising the Jewish state. 

The Vatican “has given up 
on Jerusalem and struck a blow 
against he aspirations and 
rights of the Arabs, both 
Christians and Muslims.” 
charged the government daily 
Tishrin. 

It said tht by avoiding refer- 
ence to the status of East Jeru- 
salem, the accord “ignores the 
destiny of an entire people.". 

Israel and the Vatican signed 
the recognition accord on, 
Thursday in occupied Jeru- 


salem paving the way for the 
establishment of diplomatic 
ties for Pope John Paul II to 
visit the Holy Land. 

Tishrin said the accord 
“gives Isreal a free hand in the 
affairs of the holy places and 
the occupied Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

“It is clear that the Vatican 
has committed a serious mis- 
take,” said the daily- The Holy 
See has gone back on its sup- 
port for the Palestinians and 
“given legitimacy to the viola- 
tions of the holy sites.” 

It said the Pope's planned 
visit to Lebanon was aimed at 
securing the region’s accept- 
ance of the accord with Israel. 


In Lebanon pro-Tranian 
groups on Saturday denounced 
the Israeli-Vatican agreement, 
with group calling for a boycott 
of the papal visit in May. 


Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez said: “We would 
have preferred it if Israel's 
recognition by the Vatican had 
taken place after the Jewish 
state complied with the princi- 
ples” of Middle East peace 
process.” 


The pact should “at least be 
part of pressure on Israel to 
implement international re- 
solutions” ont he return of 
occupied Arab territories, Mr. 
Bouez said. 


Arafat is ‘confident’ 


of independent state 


groups opposed to Mr. Rabba- 
ni were fighting against his 


ni were fighting against his 
forces. 

Minister of State Security 
General Fahim told Reuters 
that Hezb-e-Islami forces were 
taking part in the battle. 

Guerrillas of the Shiite 
Hezb-e-Wahdat Party, another 
member of the coalition gov- 
ernment. have also thrown 
their weight behind Gen. Dos- 
tum. a spokesman said. 

Hundreds of rockets were 
being fired between hilltop 
positions held by the rival 
groups around the city. 


He said rkrhnng between 
government tureen ami Dos- 
tum militia in the north esca- 
lated on Friday when jets be- 
longing to a R.ihh.mi ally, gov- 
ernor Ismail Khan of the west- 
ern citv of Herat, bombed 
Dost uni position in the north- 
ern province of Farvah. 


After months of only 


[y spor- 
;e clash 


lull overnight, and then heavy 
fighting began again Sunday at 
dawn. 


Workers with the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 


Cross, normally the most reli- 
able source for casualty fi- 


gures, had to take cover from 
die shelling in the basements of 
.their homes, and no one was at 
the office. 


Hundreds still held in Algerian camps 


..ALGIERS (Agencies) — At 
least 780 people rounded with- 
1 out charge two years ago in a 
crackdown on Islamic fun- 
' damentalists are still held in 
/' Sahara desert camps, a human 
j/ rights group has charged. 

The detainees, held at Oued 
. , Namous and ‘Ain M’guel in 
/' tiie country's vast southern de- 
; serf , are the last of some 9,000 
! people herded into a total of 
‘ ..five camps in March 1992. 

1 Kamel Rezag Bara, a lawyer 
and president of the state's 
' official National Observatory 
, for Human Rights, made the 
* jTgures public in an interview 
■„ * published Sunday in the news- 


tried to crush its opponents. 

Despite steady escalation of 
repression, including the sen- 
tencing of some 300 suspects to 
death, authorities have been 
unable to stamp out an armed 
revolt by extre m ists. 

“The application of anti- 
terrorist legislation may have 
led to, in a certain number of 
-cases, abuses and excesses.” 
Rezag Bara said. “We have 
asked for judicial inquests into 
a certain number of suspecious 
deaths.” 


paper A1 Moudjahid. 

’ His statements cont 


; His statements contradicted 
/.'assertions Oct. 31 by Justice 
Minister Mohammad Teguia 
'that all the detention centres 
- ‘ had been closed. 

IThree days earlier, an inde- 
pendent human-rights league 
had reported that some 1 .000 
people were still detained. The 
vast majority have never been 
v ■ charged with a crime or tried. 
.-•.. They were rounded up en 
;i,r masse as the military-backed 
government that seized power 
L/\in January 1992 to prevent a 
fundamentalist election victory ' 


Algerian newspapers mean- 
while reported Sunday that a 
captain of the national police 
survived being shot and stab- 
bed Wednesday in the elevator 
of his apartment building. 

Authorities suspect that 
attack was carried out by Isla- 
mic extremists whose insurgen- 
cy has claimed some 2.000 lives 
over the past two years, pri- 
marily among the police and 
army. 


The insurgents have recently 
turned their sights on fore- 
igners, mostly employees of 
foreign oil companies, killing 
24 since September in an appa- 
rent bid to destabilise the eco- 
nomy. 


On Oct. 28, the chairman of 
the Algerian League for the 
Defence of Human Rights. 
.Abdul Nour Aii Yahia. 
announced that nearly 1.000 
extr e m i s t s continued to be de- 
tained in two of these centres. 

Legal investigations were 
ordered after reports of bruta- 
lities by security forces and 
suspect cases of sudden death. 

Human rights league charges 
of torture could not be investi- 
gated as no complaints had 
been filed. Mr. Rezag-Bara 
-added.'-" 

Sanctions were imposed 
against a number of officials 
after about a dozen legal ac- 
tions had been entered for 
alleged ill-treatment. 

Algerian authorities voided 
a first-round election won by 
the fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) in De- 
cember 1991 and then banned 
a second round of voting later 
detaining FIS leaders. 

Rezag-Bara said fresh elec- 
tions would have to be held 
some day. but he added: 
"There are kinds of oppression 
from ballot boxes that are 
more dangerous than organisa- 
tions that do not rely on ballot 
boxes.” 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Palest!- 1 
nian leader Yasser Arafat has 
said he was “confident” an 
independent Palestinian state 
would come into existence with 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

Mr. Arafat, in a message 
marking the 29th anniversary of 
the creation of his Fateh move- 
ment faction, called on the 
Palestinian people to remain 
united to achieve this "sacred 
goal.” 

He said the autonomy 
accord signed by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel in September 
in Washington has carried the 
Palestinians to a new era that 
should witness the establish- 
ment of the “first Palestinian 
national authority” in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho in the West 
Bank. 

“Wc enter the new era with 
confidence and a lot of hope, 
but without any illusions.*' Mr. 
Arafat said, stressing (hat their 
were still many difficulties to 
surmount. 

Israel and the PLO have not 
reached an agreement yet over 
details that have so far blocked 
the implementation of the 
autonomy agreement in the 
occupied Jerri tones. 

Negotiations between the 
two sides have stumbled over 
the boundaries of Jericho, the 
security of Jewish settlements 
and the control of the interna- 
tional borders of the auton- 
omous areas. 

Mr. Arafat said the accord 
was just a first step towards 
peace which would not he com- 


He also listed among the 
future goals of the PLO, 
guaranteeing the human rights 
of Palestinian refugees accord- 
ing to international conven- 
tions, drawing out the final 
borders of the future state and 
solving the issue of growing 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 


through the Israeli window 
first. Israelis and visitors to 
Israel will go straight to the 
Israeli window. 

The PLO said the Cairo 


draft arrangements for passage 
gives Israeli officials the right 


After all that. Mr. Arafat 
said, the Palestinian and Jorda- 
nian peoples would have to 
vote "freely and voluntarily" 
for or against a confederation. 


Compromise .proposals 


pletc before implementing all 
united Nations Security Court - 


united Nations Security Coun- 
cil resolutions and regaining 
“all Arab rights at all the 
fronts.” 

He also referred to the im- 
portance of "Arab coordina- 
tion" to boost the Arab stand 
against Israel in the bilateral 
negotiations. 

The PLO leader had been 
criticised by some Arab coun- 
tries. notably Syria, for signing 
a treaty with 'Israel without 
consulting with other Arab 
states. 


The PLO is pressing for 
separate border control win- 
dows to vet everyone entering 
and leaving its self-rule areas 
with only discreet Israeli moni- 
toring. according to a draft of 
its thoughts following talks in 
Egypt. 

In a document faxed to 
Israel Thursday, the organisa- 
tion said it rejected an Israeli 
propcral for one border check- 
point terminal, with an Israeli 
window and a Palestinian win- 
dow, separated by a tinted 
glass partitioin. 

"There will he two entry 
terminals instead of one. One 
to Gaza and Jericho under 
complete Palestinian supervi- 
sion whereby security coor- 
dination with Israel would be 
through an invisible Israeli 
monitoring post,” the docu- 
ment said. 

“The cither terminal leading 
to the rest of the West Bank 
will be under joint supervision, 
and there will be international 
presence on both terminals or 
on the Palestinian-controlled 
terminal if the Israelis reject 
joint supervision on the second 
terminal.” 


gives Israeli officials the right 
to vet Palestinians before 
Palestinian officials even see 
them. 

“We reject Israel’s sugges- 
tion that Palestinian visitors 
would pass through an Israeli 
window first, wc demand they 
pass through the Palestinian 
authority window, with invisi- 
ble Israeli monitoring only,'' a 
PLO official said. 

He explained that “invisi- 
ble” monitoring could take the- 
form of electronic monitoring 
via 3 camera. 

The PLO did not challenge a 
section of the Israeli draft giv- 
ing each side the right of veto 
over who enters the self-rule 
area. 

The crossing dispute is one 
of three holding up Israeli 
withdrawal from the two areas 
and the start of Palestinian 
self-rule under the agreement 
Israel and the PLO signed in 
September. The withdrawal 


was originally meant to start by 
Dec. 13. 


Dec. 13. 

After talks in Cairo this 
week, the Israelis said they 
thought they had agreed on a 
draft joint text. Mr. Arafat 
then sent the document, chal- 


lenging each point. 

On Friday an Israeli official 
described Mr. Arafat’s de- 


tailed comments on the draft as 
unreasonable. 

On ol«: of the other dispu- 
tes. the size of the Jericho 
area, the PLO document de-' 
manded the area be linked to 
border crossings on the River 
Jordan. 


It rejected an Israeli propos- 
al to allow Palestinian self-rule 
in unconnected parts of the 
West Bank. "Therefore the 
PLO decision is to group the 
areas proposed in tnc Israeli 
draft so they comprise one area 
including Jericho area pro- 
vided they arc linked to the 
bridges on the Jordan River," 
it said. 

On the third dispute, the 
PLO paper said the area con- 
necting Jewish settlements in 
the Gaza Strip should not ex- 
ceed 24 square kilometres. 


The arrangement, it said, 
would apply to anyone crossing 
through Rafah passage and the 
three bridges on the River Jor- 


Mr. Arafat said a comjpiete 
Israeli withdrawal from all the 


occupied territories, including 
Jerusalem, “the capital of our 
independent state, * was still 
the ultimate goal. 


three bridges on the River Jor- 
dan as well as ports and air- 
ports. 

A document drafted in Cairo 
and rejected bv the PLO said : 

"There will he one terminal, 
with an Israeli window a 
Palestinian window, separated 
by a tinted glass partition. 

“Palestinian visitors will pass 


Ousting of British envoy shows Sudan’s irritation with West 


: CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan's dc- 
- dsion to expel Britain's ambas- 
, . sador reflects not only its anger 
at its former colonial power, 
but growing irritation with the 
..West, according to observers 
. here. 

Officially, the order came 
^.because Ambassador Peter 
.‘ Streams “docs not serve the 
; interests of the two countries.” 
a' Sudanese Foreign Ministry 
1 Statement said. 


The Sudanese government 
roed Mr. Streams for toe cancellation 


' Named Mr. Streams for toe cancellation 
"of a visit of Khartoam 
‘of the archbishop of Canter- 
bury. George Carey, because 
-of a' disagree meat with Sudan's 


Islamic fundamentalist govern- 
ment. 

Archbishop Carey set out from 
Nairobi Thursday to vist Christians 
at Nimule. on the Ugandan 
border in rebel-held southern 
Sudan. The Khartoum govern- 
ment is at war with southern 
rebels. 

Britain has threatened to ex- 
pel Sudan's envoy to London 
after Khartoum ordered Mr. 
Streams to leave within 15 dap 
and set a deadline of Jan. 4 for 
Khartoum's response. 

According to Sudanese 
opposition figures in Cairo. 
Sudan was very eager to host 
Archbishop Carey. 


His visit, like that of Pope 
John Paul n in 1990. “would 
have enabled the government 
to improve its bacf reputation 
by promoting an image of reli- 
gious tolerance.'- an opposi- 
tion member said. 


what it wouldn't dare do to the 
United States.” he said. 


The ambassador's ouster 


goes beyond the framework of 
bilateral ties, the dissident 
said. It expresses the govern- 
ment's overall irritation with 
the West, which has remained 
steadfast vis-a-vis Khartoum 
despite its attempts at open- 
ness. 


Criticism of Mr. Streams was 
a relatively harmless reaction 
to the Americans' actions, he 
said referring to the U.S. 
ambassador to Sudan who has 
repeatedly visited the guerrilia- 
con trolled regions via Nairobi. 

The Sudanese government, 
which came to power in a coup 
m 19X9. has flaunted its fun- 
damentalist tendencies in a 
country where a third of the 
population is non-Muslim. 


The regime “did to Britain., 
which it considers weaker. 


Most Muslims live in the 
north, which is prcdominantly 
Arah. Muslims are a minority 


in the south, where African 
influences prevail. 

Apart from animists. Christ- 
ians arc about equally divided 
between Catholics and Protes- 
tants there. 

Sharia, is in force in the 
north but not the south. The 
Sudanese government also in- 
cludes an episcopalian in the 
cabinet. Reverend Gabriel 
Rorcj, who serves as minister 
of sthtc for foreign affairs. 

Britain- reacted strongly to 
the overthrow of the dcmocra- 
ticaDy-cIccicd regime of for- 
mer premier Sadek A1 Mahdi. 

Like most Western states. 
Britain has halted economic 


assistance and cooperation to 
Sudan, except in the field of 
humanitarian aid and diploma- 
tic ties. 

More recently, Khartoum 
accused Britain and Egypt of 
behind-the-scenes manoeuvres 
to bur the government and the 
outlawed Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army from reaching 
an accord during talks in the 
Nigerian capital in May. 

Sudan's membership of the 
International Monetary Fund 
was suspended under pressure 
from Washington, and the 
U.S. has openly hacked the 
south's "right to self-deter- 
mination." 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Justice minister to represent Iraq in Tunis talks 


AMMAN (AP) — Iraqi Justice Minister Shabib A1 Maliki left 
Amman for Tunis on Sunday to represent his country at a 
meeting of Arab interior ministers in the place ot interior 
Minister Wathban A1 Takriti, a cousin of President .Saddam 
Hussein. There was no immediate explanation why the justice 
minister was standing in for the interior minister, who is said to 
be involved in a row with President Saddam over security 
lapses related to a failed assassination attempt against the 
•president in September. Mr. Takriti has not ventured out of 
the country since assuming office shortly after the Gulf war, 
which dislodged Iraq from Kuwait following a seven month 
occupation in February 1991. Adel Ibrahim spokesman for 
the Iraqi embassy in Amman, confirmed that Mr. Maliki flew 
to Tunis along with his Jordanian counterpart, Salameh 
Hammad. He declined further comment. 


Kurdish revolt claims first 1994 victims 


ANKARA (R) — A Kurdish separatist revolt claimed its first 
victims of the new year when rebels killed eight bus passengers 
in southeast Turkey, officials said on Sunday. Officials in the 
emergency rule governor’s office in Diyarbakir said Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) militants stopped two buses on the 
Diyarbakir-Elazig road Saturday night. The guerrillas took 
eight people from the buses, intercepted at a flying roadblock 
about four kilometres from the town of Maden, took them into 
a field and shot them dead. There was no immediate word on 
the motive for the killings. The PKK has been fighting foran 
independent Kurdish state in the southeast since 1984. The 
revolt has killed about 10.500 people in Turkey, more than 
4,000 of whom died in 1993 alone — the bloodiest year since 
the start of the insurgency. Prime Minister Tansu Ciller and 
Deputy Prime Minister Murat Karayalcin celebrated the New 
Year in Diyarbakir to show the government's resolve to keep 
control over the troubled region. "We are very determined to 
end terrorism in 1994.” Ms. Ciller said, describing the struggle 
against the PKK and economic problems as^ the main 
challenges facing her government in the New Year. 


Turks clash with Kurds in Belgium 


BRUSSLES (R) — Turks and Kurdish separatists dashed late 
on Saturday night in a Turkish quarter of Brussels, leaving 
several people injured and property damaged, Belgian RTBF 
radio reported on Sunday. It said the Turks were trying to 
prevent a meeting of between 150 to 200 Kurds from taking 
place in a hall in the Saint-Josse area of north Brussels. They 
became angry when a Kurdish flag was drapped outside over 
the balcony. RTBF said. Police intervened and dispersed the 
crowd with a water cannon shortly after midnight. Six police 
and five dvitians were injured, none seriously, Brussels police 
said. Several windows and car windscreens were broken, they 
added. RTBF radio said the meeting was arranged by the 
separatist Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) to mark the end of a 
four-day protest march from Cologne. Germany banned the 
PKK and affiliated groups in November. 


Turkmen president visits Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Turkmen President Separmurad Niyazov 
arrived in Iran Sunday for a four-day visit aimed at following 
up on agreements between the two countries. Mr. Niyazov, 
heading a high-level political and economic delegation, includ- 
ing Turkmenistan's foreign and oil ministers, was received at 
the airport by his Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. The Turkmen leader • told reporters that his 
country wanted to tap Iran's expertise in various fields. All the 
participants at the December summit of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) in Ashkhabad, including Russia, 
welcomed an expansion of ties between Turkmenistan arid 
Iran, he said. “It was derided that such independent' WntSatts 
would not harm, but on the contrary, be in the interest of 
other members of the CIS,” said Mr. Niyazov. Mr. Rafsan- 
jani, who visited Turkmenistan in October as part of a tour of 
Central Asia and the Caucasus, welcomed improved relations 
and vast economic cooperation between the two states, which 
share a long border. 


Israeli set for first Winter Olympics 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel will be represented at a winter 
Olympics for the first time in Lillehammer next month when 
Georgian immigrant Misha Shmerkin takes to the ice. Shmer- 
in, 24, who arrived in Israel from Odessa two years ago, 
qualified for the Olympics with a 19th place at the world figure 
skating championships in Prague. His new home town of 
Metulla. on the border with Lebanon, expects to start work on 
a $3 million Olympic size skating rink during the games in 
Norway. In the meantime he will attend a training camp in 
Russia. Olympic delegation chief Yossi Goldberg said: "It’s a 
small step on ice for Metulla. but a giant step for the sport in 
Israel." 


Oman, Iran discuss tax doubling 


MUSCAT (R) Omani and Iranian officials have begun talks in 
Muscat on avoiding tax duplication on revenues from air 
transport between the two Gulf neighbours, the Omani News 
Agency said Sunday. The sultanate faces Iran across the Gulf 
and the Arabian Sea. The commander of Oman's navy 
discussed naval cooperation with Iranian leaders in Tehran last 
month. 


Strike of Athens workers continues 


ATHENS (AFP) — A strike by employees of the Athens private 
transportation system entered its 19th day Sunday with only 650 
buses out of 1.700 on city streets, backed up by 400 military 
buses. Dozens of private bus owners continued to block bus 
depots at Hellenikon and Rendi. often with their families. 
Strkcrs said they would continue their industrial action as long as 
the government refused to pay compensation, provided for m a 
law adopted by parliament on Dec. 16, for renationalising 
Athens transports. 
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Home News 

Jordan insists on securing 
water rights in peace talks 


J\\l \KV 


AMMAN (Petra) — Anv solu- 
tion to the Jordanian-1 sraeli 
conflict in the Arab-Jsraeli bi- 
lateral talks will inevitably 
have to address Jordan's water 
shortage problem, Munther 
Haddadin. water expert and 
member of the Jordanian de- 
legation to the Middie East 
peace talks, said Sunday. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra. Dr. 
Haddadin sard article three of 
the agenda of the Jordanian- 
Israeli bilateral talks, which 
was concluded recently, states 
that both sides should get their 
legitimate share of water 
sources shared by them. 

The issue will be discussed in 
official talks between the two 
sides as soon as the coming 
round of the Arab-Israeli bi- 
lateral talks starts, he said. 


Dr. Haddadin said Jordan 
would focus in the negotiations 
on a sub-agenda which would 
include all the points related to 
the water of the Yurmouk and 
the Jordan rivers. 

Jordan, he said, has rights to 
international rivers ii is sharing 
with other countries in accord- 
ance with international char- 
ters. But. he added, the Jordan 
River's tributaries in Jordanian 
territory, south of the Yar- 
mouk River, are internal valleys 
whose water had been used 
since the 1950s to irrigate lands 
in the eastern Jordan valley, 
and thus, are considered 
Jordanian waters. 

Reviewing Jordan's plans to 
exploit the Jordan River. Dr. 
Haddadin said Jordan has pre- 
pared a plan to use the river 
and its tributaries in 1939 and 


the plan aimed mainly at irri- 
gating lands in the eastern Jor- 
dan Valley. The plan was up- 
dated in 1950 for the same 
purpose. 

On the other side of the 
river, before the establishment 
of Israel, the Jewish agency 
had drawn counterplans for the 
use of the Jordan Rtver. Fol- 
lowing the establishment of the 
Jewish state in 194k. Israel had 
drawn two more plans, he 
added. 

The Israeli plans had always 
clashed with the Jordanian 
ones, and even the Israeli 
ambitions in Arab water had 
exceeded the borders of Pales- 
tine and included plans to use 
the Litani River in Lebanon, 
he said. 

Dr. Haddadin noted that 
Israel draws water from the 


Jordan River to the Palestinian 
coast for agricultural projects 
and even to the Negev Desert 
to reform lands while the 
Jordanian water plans have 
only concentrated on the use of 
the* river’s water in the Jordan 
Valley basin itself. 

Israel’s attempts to control 
Arab waters continued after 
1967. when Israel occupied the 
West Bank and the Golan 
Heights, and the Israelis put 
under their control most of the 
Jordan River's sources and tri- 
butaries north of Tiberias 
Lake, he said. 

He added that Israel also 
managed to v _»nirol the sources 
of the Yarmouk River after the 
1967 war. thus violating all 
international standards and 
charters on the use of joint 
water sources. 


Potash company unveils expansion plans 


GHOR AL SAFI (Petra) — 
The Arab Potash Company 
( APC) has prepared an invest- 
ment and production plan until 
the year 2000 and the APC 
board has endorsed the invest- 
ment programme and the 
capital spending totalling 
JD 380 million according to 
APC chairman Ali Ensour. 

The 1994 budget estimated 
that JD 73.3 million would fi- 
nance production expenses on 
the basis that APC will this 
year produce 1.6 million ton- 
nes of potash yeilding a pre-tax 
profit of JD 21.1 million. 

Capital spending was esti- 
mated at JD 79.8 million in 
1994 to cover the cost of 
financing the expansion pro- 
ject and the commencement of 
work on chemical industries 
according to Mr. Ensour, who 
was addressing a press confer- 
ence here Saturday. 

The capital expenditure will 
cover upgrading the machinery 
and other equipment used in 
the production of potash, with 
the aim of raising production 
capacity to JD 1.8 million ton- 
nes annually. 

Mr. Ensour noted that work 
on expanding the facilities to 
.increase, production was ex- 
\pectedto end in'the firstrhalf of 
'this year. - 

Under the plan, noted Mr. 
Ensour seven* types -of che- 
mical industries will be earned 
out in cooperation with a spe- 
cialised American firm and the 
Jordanian private sector. 

APC. he pointed out. fol- 
lows a system by which strict 



A ship loads Jordanian potash jg^^Aqaba (file photpfo-t 


control over the operations 
' and expenses is adopted in 
order to be able to compete 
with other world producers of 
potash. He noted that the price 
of potash has dropped by 20 
per cent from 1992 levels. 

APC Managing Director 


\SuleimajV . Hpj^aci said the 
general investment and pro- 
duction plan took into consid- 
eration that the potash produc- 
tion volume would become 1 .5 
million tonnes to be sold to 
.other countries at the rate of 
S85 per tonne. 


He said APC expects the 
construction of additional faci- 
lities would be completed by 
the end of 1997. 

He added chat the APC 
board expects an overall re- 
venues of JD 89 million at the 
end of this year. 



Princess Wijdan opens exhibition 

IRBID (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Wijdan Ali 
Sunday opened an art exhibition by Jordanian artist Basem 
Badameh at Irbid's Tareq Ben Ziyad Park. The exhibition, 
which will last for several days, includes paintings depicting 
natural sites and traditional life in Jordan. Princess Wijdan 
also chaired a meering at the park for the founding constituen- 
cy of the Irbid Haya Centre. Princess Wijdan stressed at the 
meeting the need to prepare a clear philosophy outlining the 
goals of the centre. 

Amaireh opens art exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising for the minister of culture, the 
ministry's Secretary-General Mohammad Naji Amaireh Sun- 
day opened an art exhibition by the Sudanese artist Abdul 
Qader A1 Bakbit held at the Royal Cultural Centre (RCC). 
On display are 40 p ainting s reflecting daily life in the Arab and 
Islamic world in general, and Sudan in particular. 

University to take part in meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — A1 A1 Bait University will take part in the 
first meeting on developing resources of Islamic architecture 
and arts, organised by die Aghakhan Programme for Islamic 
Architecture and Art of Harvard University. The meeting will 
be held in Istanbul next week. Representing the university at 
the meeting will be Mohammad A1 Assad from the Higher 
Institute for Islamic Architecture and Art. 

PLA commander congratulates King 

AMMAN (Petra) — Commander of the Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA) in Jordan, Abdul Rahim Qudsieh, Sunday sent a 
cable to His Majesty King Hussein, congratulating him on the 
new year and voicing pride in the King’s honourable stands 
towards the Palestinian people. Brigadier Qudsieh voiced 
appreciation' for King Hussein's continuous support for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and for his stand 
towards Jerusalem. 

Municipality lights 40 kilometres of roads 

AMMAN (Petra) — The municipality of Greater Amman 
Saturday lit 40 kilometres as part of the municipality s plans to 
light main roads. According to Greater Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh AI Abbadi, more roads will be lit during the nist 
three months of this year. The total cost of the road 
electrification project is JD 1.4 million, he said. 

Sunday is a religious holiday 

.AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will observe Al Israa WaJMiYaj 
anniversary, which commemorates the day when Prophet 
Mohammad ascended to heaven, Sunday Jan. 9. In observ- 
ance of the occasion. Prime Minister Abdul Salam AI Majalr, 
issued a communique ordering the closure of all government 
departments, ministries and public institutions. 
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Police investigating 
"mysterious’ death of 
28 -year-old man 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan 77mes 

AMMAN — Police in Ghor Al 
Safi are investigating the possi- 
bility of a 28-year-old man 
being killed on New Year's 
eve. 

A.A.M. was declared dead 
upon arrival to Ghor Al Safi 
Hospital of head injury. 

A close friend of the victim, 
identified as T. N, told the 
police that he had invited the 
victim for dinner at one of their 
friend's house on New Year 
eve. After dinner the group 
had some drinks to celebrate 
the new year and then they all 
went to sleep, according to the 
police report. 

T.N. told the police he went 
to wake A.A.M the next morn- 
ing and discovered that “he 
was in a coma”. A.A.M was 
carried to Ghor Al Safi Hospit- 


al by civil defence officers but 
was pronounced dead upon 
arrival. 

Preliminary investigations 
by police said the friends of the 
victim were surprised of his 
death, because, they said, the 
victim had no enemies and he 
was liked by everyone. Police 
are investigating the case. 

Man gets shot 

In another case, a 48-year- 
old man was carried to Jordan 
University Hosp/ral, Friday, 
after being shot accidently by a 
group of people celebrating the 
new year's day. according to a 
police report. 

M.A.S. told police that after 
eating dinner at Al Humar 
Park he went to buy ciggaretts 
when he was shot accidently by 
a group of people who were 
celebrating the new year in an 
area nearby. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Art exhibition by artist Sadik Kwaish entitled “Taltsma” 
at Baiadna Art Gallery. 

tV Art exhibition by Jordanian .artist Snha Mash’al at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft Art exhibition by I‘- artist Abdul Jabbar Salman on 
bedouin culture al the Royal Cultural Centre. 

tv Exhibition on tfc 100th anniversary of the death of French 
novelist Gay Be Maupassant at the French Cultural Cente. 

ft Exhibition of Iraqi books at the Royal Cultural Centra. 

ft Art exhib iti on by a number of Jordanian artists entitled 
“The Sixth Exhibition — Samples From The Contemporary 
Jordanian Art 93" at the Spanish Cultural Centre- 

☆ Exhibition "Prints and Drawings of Fakhrelnissa Zdd” 
(1915-1991) until the 15th of January '94 at Darat al Fun on 
of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. Also showing the 
"Permanent" Exhibition. (Tel. 643251/2). 

FILM AND DRAMA 

☆ Film entitled "The Wall" at the Phoenix Gallery, for Art 
and Culture at 6:00 p.m. 

* Drama for children entitled “The Question” at the Royal 
Cultural Centra al J1;0O a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 


Agreement signed to restore 
and develop Islamic sites 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ben 
Zeid Sunday signed an agree- 
ment with a representative of a 
local engineering group to pre- 
pare plans, designs and docu- 
ments for developing and res- 
toring areas where mosques 
and tombs of prophet Moham- 
mad's companions are located. 
Prince Ra'd. who chairs u 
Royal Committee in charge of 
restoration of the tombs and 
mosques of the Prophet's com- 
panions. said the project com- 
es in response to His Majesrv 
King Hussein's directives to 
develop and restore these 
places. Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Minister Abdul Salam 
Al Abbadi. who is also vice 
president of the Royal commis- 
sion. said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency . Petra. 
that the agreement covers two 
projects: 'The tombs of the 
Prophet's companions in South 
Jordan and Irbid's Grand Mos- 
que. 

The tombs development 
project includes restoration of 
the tombs and their sites in the 
south of Jordan and the con- 
struction of a new mosque in 
addition to setting up gardens 
and a new agricultural road 
linking the tomb sites with 
Mutah battle site, in Mazar. 

Dr. Abbadi said the agree- 
ment covers three major areas: 



Prince Ra'd, the minister of public and hous- 
ing and other senior officials view designs for 


the restoration and development of Islamic 
sites (Petra photo) 


The general structure plan, 
which involves infrastructure 
services and studies on the new 
constructions, including the 
construction of a new mosque 
in the tombs' area and the con- 
struction of gardens and courts. 

Dr. Abbadi noted that the 
agreement's duration is 4X 


weeks, and that the first tender 
will be floated in August. 

On the development of Irbid 
Grand Mosque. Dr. Abbadi 
said the projeci includes the 
preparation of studies und de- 
signs for the mosques area and 
new facilities attached to it. 

Tender for the development 


of this mosque will be floated 
in June, according to Dr. 
Abbadi. 

The signing ceremony was 
attended by Public Works and 
Housing Minister Abdul Raz- 
zaq Ensour and Awqaf 
Secretarv-General Ahmad 
Helavel. .' 


Al Aswaq selects Prince 
Hassan ‘man of the year’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Al Aswaq 
Arabic Daily has chosen His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan as the “1993 man of the 
year” for his outstanding per- 
formance in a number of areas. 

A 15-member selection 
panel, comprising the news- 
paper's editorial board and 
well-known academics, have 
identified five areas among 
others where Prince Hassan's 
performance was outstanding. 
These areas include: the 
Crown Prince’s understanding 
of the historical context as a 
complete whole and avoiding 
, selectivity .in - adopting -posi- 
tions and his ability, to .achieve 
the major goal of the national 
economic reform programme 
which resulted in an interna- 
tional consent to reduce Jor- 
dan's foreign debt. 

In this context, the newspap- 
er cited the Crown- Prince's 
talks with the American admi- 
nistration. the World Bank, 


the International Monetary 
Fund and his meetings with 
the European Community and 
Japanese officials, on Jordan's 
indebtedness. 

Prince Hassan's ability to 
penetrate the siege which Jor- 
dan has been subjected to over 
the past three years, through 
the different meetings of the 
Arab Thought Forum was also 
another area where Prince 
Hassan's performance was out- 
standing. the paper said. The 
other points of strength in- 
cluded the Crown Prince's con- 
cept of comprehensive security 
which combines bothhppBtjcal 
and economic agendas. Al 
Aswaq alsQJ)Pted in particular 
Prince Hassan's Performance 

in dealing with the Palestinian 
people and addressing the 
issue of Jerusalem, as well as 
his daily demonstrations of 
democratic work and institu- 
tional mentality. 



Arab 
interior 
ministers i 
meet 

AMMAN (Petru) — Interior 
Minister Salameh H;imm;id 
left Amman for Tunisia Sun- 
day to head Jordanian's de- 
legation to the meetings otlhe 
Council of Arab Interior 
Ministers due to open Mon- 
day. 

in a .statement prior to! his 
departure. Mr. Hammad said 
the council's meeting was ot 
extreme importance because of 
the current situation prevailing 
in the Arab region and .the 
efforts being exerted to mend 
Arab rifts. 

The Arab interior ministers, 
he sdid. would discuss in their 
three-day meetings several 
issues, mainly an Arab agree- 
ment on combatting drug traf-l 
ticking which was prepared by! 
a committee of Aruh lawyers; 
and specialisrs in order to be; 
adopted by al! Arab countries. ■ 


King: Jordan resisting pressures 


(Continued from page 1) 

unexpected visit on Thurs- 
day. 

“We told him it was the 
last chance from our side, 
and after that let each side 
" carry the responsibility on his 
own,” the King said. 

King Hussein also said that 
he had asked Mr. Arafat to 
stop referring to a future 
Jordanian-Palestinian con- 
federation. 

Mr. Arafat, who had kept 
the Kingdom and his other 
Arab partners in the dark 
over the secret talks with 
Israel that led to the Sept. 13 
self-rule accord, has been 
arguing that Jordan should 
not worry about his moves 
since a confederation is the 
ultimate goal. 

“I have requested my 
brother (Arafat) to drop the 
expression of confederation 
from his dictionary and not to 
discuss it in any form or 
manner,” said the King. 

King Hussein said the 
shape of Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations was an 
issue for the future. “Our 
enemies and ignorant ele- 
ments as well as other parties 
have exploited the talk of 
confederation to undermine 
the special (Jordanian- 
Palestinian) relationship.” 

“Jordan can only support 
the PLO with all its energies 
if there is a clearly defined 
path which means that com- 
mitment is commitment... 
and not in a whirlwind of talk 
that does not produce real 
results,” King Hussein said. 

The King said the PLO 
leader promised him PLO- 
Jordanian committees set up 
before the PLO-Israei accord 
but never activated would be- 
gin meeting on Tuesday. 

“I don't now... but I pray 
to God the brothers will be 
up to the level needed, I 
advised them lately and tried 
telling them that the situation 
has changed,” he said. 

The King also rejected re- 
ports that Jordan favoured 
continued Israeli control of 
crossing points between the 
Kingdom and the West Bank. 

“We reproach our 
brethren for such reports.” 


he said. “It is not logical that 
Jordan wants Israeli control 
over the bridges (across the 
River Jordan) and the cros- 
sing points.” 

Following are major excerpts 
from the King's speech: 

We are doing everything 
possible along with other Arab 
states to deal with outstanding 
issues with the aim of achieving 
security, stability and peace. 

We are therefore reexamin- 
ing everything in the light of 
our means and our potentials, 
and the chances for this aim 
are feasible and could beip to 
attain development. There- 
fore, the study of the situation 
is continuing on our ride in 
cooperation with the other par- 
ties. 

In a quick review of the past, 
the Kingdom, since its crea- 
tion, has been striving to 
achieve the best for the Arabs 
because it is part of this nation 
facing tragedies and sharing 
with Arab countries tbeir 
catastrophies. 

It defended the Palestinian 
land and people with the coun- 
try's Armed Forces taking part 
in the 1948 and 1967 wars 
helping to save the major part 
of Palestinian land left for the 


Palestinian people. 

There were attempts to mar- 
ginalise the role of the Armed 
Forces, but all these attempts 
have failed. In die 1950s the 
Jordanian Armed Forres were 
Arabised when changes were 
introduced to the army's lead- 
ers to play a leading role in 
Arab efforts to liberate Arab 
lands. 

In 1967, and after the first 
Arab summit in Cairo, the 
PLO was bom, Jordan was 
facing continued Israeli aggres- 
sion allegedly in reply to Jorda- 
nian attacks coming from Jor- 
dan. Therefore we reached an 
understanding for collective 
' Arab action in defence of Arab 
lands. We expressed that any 
aggression on any Arab state 
should be confronted by the 
Arab countries together. 

The eyes are now focused on 
die Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions which have been disting- 
uished relations over the years. 
But hostile forces, . including 
Arab forces and Palestinians as 
well, striving to sow seeds of 
dissent and discord, adversely 
affecting the bilateral rela- 
tions. 

In my belief, had we not 
entered the 1967 war, an inter- 


Kaddoumi to lead PLO team 


(Continued from page 1) 

sides will need to iron out. 

The PLO leadership was 
supposed to decide this week 
on how to deal with a draft 
economic agreement that de- 
fines Jordan’s role and rela- 
tionship with the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip during the in- 
terim period. 

Mr. Arafat has been hesitant 
to sign the agreement lest 
Israel could use it to turn down 
his demand for setting up an 
independent Palestinian cen- 
tral bank as a symbol of 
Palestinian sovereignty. 

Jordanian officials, howev- 
er, do not accept this argu- 
ment. They point out that in 
the absence of a dear provision 
in the agreement giving monet- 
ary powers to the Palestinian 
authority, the Palestinians 
would have practically to 
choose between total control 
by tiie Israeli central bank or 


an agreement with the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 

In his comments on Jordan 
Television Sunday, Dr. Anani 
referred to Jordan's stand to- 
wards a peace treaty with 
Israel. 

He said King Hussein's vi- 
rion and farsightedness have 
always proved valid in most 
cases if not all the time. 

A peace treaty could be 
signed only when all issues of 
concern, including water, peo- 
.ple, refugees, security and dis- 
placed persons, are settled. 

“It is then, when we become 
sure that peace will be compre- 
hensive and just, talk about a 
peace treaty will have a mean- 
ing.” Dr. Anani said. 

“King Hussein has always 
called for rallying Arab ranks 
and mobilising Arab resources, 
to serve the battle for peace, 
and make the Israeli power 
unable to dominate the great 
Arab circle," Dr. Anani said. 


nal explosion would have 
occurred and then the chance 
would have opened for Is tael 
to occupy this country. 

Since the 1967 war, we have 
been struggling to regain the 
lost lands first through a joint 
Arab command, and we were 
told that we should struggle.’*# 
regain the West Bank, Jeru- 
salem and Gaza. Arab leaders 
agreed that no single Arab 
country should reach a sepa- 
rate peace with Israel but 
through a comprehensive solu- 
tion on all tracks. 

We are frying hard to regain 
the occupied territories and 
not to be left under interna- 
tional supervision, but regrett- 
ably the PLO was chosen in- 
1974 to serve as the sole and 
legitimate representative of the. 
Palestinian people. In other, 
words.the PLO have replaced 
Jordan to deal with the ques- , 
tion of regaining the occupied ! 
lands. \ 

When the question of peace { 
was put forth for discussion we l 
entered the process under a . 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
umbrella to see that U.N.i 
Security Council Resolution; 
242 implemented but with the j 
separate Israeli-PLO deal we’ 
had to cast off the idea of joint 
delegation because there was 
no need to continue the joint , 
effort. So as to remain commit- 
ted to the Arab summit deci- 
sion of 1974 of giving the PLO 
the sole right to deal with the 
issue, we decided to support j 
the PLO leadership's agree- 
ment concluded in Oslo. * 

Peace is not a matter of ink' 
on paper or a document signed 
before the negotiations start. 
We should discuss everything 
and once we have reached in 
acceptable and reasonable re- 
sult, the peace that we seek 
would have been achieved.* 

We face Israeli pressure but 
we will not succumb to what 
we see as unjust. We will bow 
only to Almighty God. 

We will continue to provide 
backing to the Palestinian peo- 
ple but we cannot keep moving 
in a vicious circle without any 
objective and we should follow 
a course that is clearly defined 
which also should meet com-' 
mitments. 


i - 
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i Finally, some response 

PLO CHAIRMAN Yasser Arafat has every right to 
demand and work for the establishment of an 

■ independent Palestinian state in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip; and, we think, his people will eventually 
get what they want. But he must have realised by 
now that for the Israelis to agree to such an 
eventuality, and for the world community to bless 
it, the PLO leader needs to play his cards right, wait 
for a while and give priority to building Palestinian 
institutions that would be mature and healthy 
enough to deliver such a state. 

In undertaking this major task, Mr. Arafat 
cannot afford to alienate everybody he knows. 
There are a few toes around, anyway, that he can 
step on. On the other hand, he has every reason to 
cultivate the support of especially those who are 
most ready and willing to help him achieve full 
rights. Jordan is on top of the list of those countries 
which not only back the PLO- Israel agreement, but 
whose national security also depends on the success 

■ of the accord. True, Jordan is not yet ready to 
discuss a confederation with Chairman Arafat, 
simply because such a link can take place only 
between sovereign states, but there is no question 
that the Kingdom is fully committed to helping our 
Palestinian brethren in their quest for realising 
their legitimate rights, including seff-determmatioo 

I ■ and statehood. 

Jordan, however, has its own interests, which, 

■ incidentally or otherwise, in no way clash with 
Palestinian aspirations for independence. Furth- 
ermore, what the leadership of this country has 
been asking of the PLO leader is no more than what 
Mr. Arafat himself has been demanding of other 
Arabs, namely coordination and cooperation on 
vital issues. 

It was the Palestinians who insisted right from the 
beginning of the Madrid talks in the fall of 1991 on 
foil coordination among the Arab parties to the 
peace process: Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians. Asa result of its secret agreement with 
Israel the PLO managed to alienate Syria and, by 
extension, Lebanon. Jordan, as the PLO is folly 
aware, has not taken such a position. To the 
contrary, it has forgiven Mr. Arafat for reaching a 
separate deal with Israel, and His Majesty the King 
went as far as congratulating the PLO leader on his 
courage in reaching the Oslo accords. 

But while Mr. Arafat might understandably be 
occupied with everything under the sun, he must 
remember that the mind of the Jordanian lead- 
ership is set on guarding the real interests of an 
Arab state, whose wellbeing is of vital interest to the 
cause of Palestine. Whatever agreement the Palesti- 
nians reach or faO to reach with the Israelis is going 
to have its consequences on Jordan. Therefore, 
coordination among the two parties is not a luxury, 
it is a necessity. The Palestinian leadership certainly 
realises that it has a stake in a strong Jordan both 
daring the transitional period and afterwards. And 
that is why the arrival here this week of a delegation 
to start real coordination should be such a welcome 
change. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

COMMENTING ON the beginning of a new year. AI Ra*i 
Arabic daily said we had thought 1993 would carry with it 
peace in our region, but the year has passed by without the 
fulfilment of our aspirations and hopes. We had thought the 
year 1993 would end on a positive note and would witness real 
progress in the peace negotiations with Israel, but these hopes 
have been dashed, largely due to Israel's intransigence, the 
paper continued. Contrary to these hopes of the Palestinians 
and the Arabs in general nothing was achieved and no 
progress was ever attained, added the paper. Arab negotiators 
last year were involved in extensive talks with the Israelis in 
> Washington and other parts of the world, but all their efforts 
have gone in vain due to Israel's adamant stand, according to 
‘ the paper. The result is that all these endeavours have ended 
j in nought, to the great frustration of the Palestinians in the 
[- first peace, added Al RaT. On the other hand. Arab leaders 
are still at odds and their countries are ignoring the fact that 
only through solidarity they can regain their usurped rights 
and occupied lands, the paper pointed out. At present, the 
Arab states arc in need of solidarity at a time when they are 
trying to cope with the so-called new world order and Israel's 
aggression on and occupation of Arab land, said the paper. 
Inis is happening at a time when Iraq remains suffering from 
, the U.N.-imposed sanctions, exposing the people lo further 
sufferings, it argued. The paper said that there is no a 
alternative to solidarity and serious efforts to end this situation 
in 1994. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily discussed the plight of Al 
Muhajircen District, near Ras Al Ain — one of the oldest 
districts of Amman — which is threatened to be demolished 

■ soon by Amman Municipality under the excuse of developing 
that part of the capital. Is demolishing of 86 homes. 30 stores, 
two schools, a factory and an old mosque a civilised way to 
achieve development, asked Isam Oadamani. Years back.' the 
municipality cleared the way for the capital to stretch 
w, 'wards, only to disover later that by doing so Jordan had 
lost Vdit able agricultural land that used to contribute to food 
production, ^id Oadamani. 


By Izzat R. Dajani 

MOST COUNTRIES in the 
Middle East have trans- 
formed from certainly tradi- 
tional to relatively modern 
societies. This came about as 
a result of the Nth and 2(frh 
century imperialism and eco- 
nomic change. No allowance 
was made then for the incor- 
poration of Islamic political 
movements in this mod- 
ernisation process, leading to 
a diminished role of Islam in 
public life. People identified 
their political aspirations in 
national rather than religious 
expressions, leaving to Islam 
the role of personal faith. 
This led to the emergence of 
Islamic political movements 
that rejected the separation 
between religion, nationality 
and state. They further de- 
manded the return to the 
comprehensive Islamic stale 
as a representation of their 
political, religious and social 
identity. The intelligentsia 
and the urban lower classes 
were among those groups 
that found "great appeal in 
these movements. They 
wanted to change the w-orlcf 
they lived in. 'They made 
Islam as their way of life, the 
expression of ones self and 
the superordinufe of all their 
poab and aspirations. 

Islam regulates life and 
makes society. It cares for its 
individuals and is amenable 
to assign them different roles 
in life. The state draws its 
strength and power from 
Islam. The Islamic empire 
that extended from the 
Pyrenees to the Himalayas 
was a result of the unity' of 
spirit and seif in every Mus- 
lim. "Islam was the essential 
factor, the only bond to unify 
the people, the Muslims, ana 
if this bond became the focus 
of their lives and loyalty, 
forces of solidarity would 
emerge and make possible 
the creation of a strong 
state." Al Afghani wrote. 

In order to understand the 
in fl uence of Islam over poli- 
tics, it is imperative to be able 
to appreciate the history of 
the birth of Islam amf its 
evolution. Islam has thirteen 
centuries of history. The 
Koran is the Holv Book and 
is a collection of all revela- 
tions that God bestowed 
upon . Mohammad, the 
•Prophe£. The words of God 
constitute the message in- 
tended for the people of 
God. Thc-Sunna is the "ex- 
aspte" of the Prophet. It was 
also understood by some 
Muslims as the family of the 
Prophet, which led in turn to 
the largest degree of dis- 
agreement in the Islamic 
community. They wanted the 
family of Prophet Moham- 
mad to continue leading the 
Muslims after his deathrThe 
majority of Muslims, howev- 
er. saw in this a contradiction 
to Islamic principles whereby 


the community rukd by 
Ijmu'a (consensus). Ali. 
Prophet Mohammad's cousin 
and son-in-law by his mar- 
riage to Fatima, was the 
father to Mohammad's only 
two grandsons to reach 
maturity. Hasan and Hus- 
sein. When Prophet Moham- 
mad died, the Muslims 
appointed Abu Baker us 
Caliph (ruler) by Ijmu'a. re- 
jecting the rule by kinship to 
the Prophet, as in Alt's case. 
Then came Omar, followed 
by Othman. and eventually 
All became Caliph. The de- 
scendants of Ali. kept a spe- 
cial standing in the Muslim 
World. They were disting- 
uished and held in great 
esteem and respect, as their 
ancestors extended back to 
Alt's sons and hence to 
Prophet Mohammad. Their 
role in Islamic history’ is im- 
portant and the living exam- 
ples today ure Hussein (the 
King of Jordan) and Hassan 
(the' King of Morocco). By 
opposing” the transition of 
power outside the dynasty of 
Mohammad. Shi'ism came 
into being and became the 
symbol of opposition to 
claims lo legitimacy and 
slate. The majority of Arabs 
remained to be Sunnis, and 
hence the Shiites concen- 
trated their influence on non- 
Arab Muslims, as in Iran 
today. 

Iran's fundamentalism and 
Islamic militancy constitute 
the best living example of 
Shiite rejection of the author- 
ity of secular governments. 
Shi'ism articulated social dis- 
content and political protest. 
It saw itself as representing 
the persecuted minority. The 
Shiites believed they were the 
righteous few dominated by 
the wrongful majority. The 
Koran was passed on to them 
by the Prophet and the 12 
Imams (successors to the 
Prophet). They have a special 
knowledge of the Holy Book 
and the martyrdom of their 
first leader. Hussein, is their 
model of self-sacrifice. This 
has become their means for 
achieving Islamic goals. The 
religious leaders in present 
day Iran expressed this fully 
in their war with Iraq and in 
their presence in some parts 
of Lebanon (offering finan- 
cial and logistic help to 
Lebanese Shiites). "Since 
Iran is the .only slate to have 
begun to implement 'true' • 
Islam, it is thought to be the 
world's only legitimate state, 
with a unique obligation of 
facilitating the worldwide im- 
plementation of Islamic law. 
Force and violence are not 
only acceptable but necessary 
means of doing so." the In- 
ternational Herald Tribune 
commented on Oct. 18. 1984. 

Saudi Arabia is the other 
extreme to Iran's Shi'ism. It 
is the place where Prophet 
Mohammad was bom and 
from where Islam had 


spread The Koran is the constituikm join this community that con- 

„d the Sharia's (Islamic stitutes a society operating 

law) is the country's source of according to God s rcvela- 

laws and regulations. To tions to Prophet Mohammad. 

Saudis. Islam is the political- “Muslims society has a re- 

religious base from which markable solidarity: the loyal- 

their identity is expressed. ly and cohesion of its mem- 

Saudi Arabia commands a bers are intense. A good 

special status to more than Muslim is not one whose bo- 
son mitiion Muslims in the lief conforms to a given pat- 

world today. tern. hut one whose commit- 

Thc effect of Islam is best ment may be expressed in 

expressed by the presence of practical terms that conform 

the ulema (religious scholars) to an accepted code." Wil- 

and their public forum every fred Smith wrote in 1957. 

Fridav. Thev hold very in- The Abbassid dynasty 

flueniial views lhal cun effect ruled from Baghdad over a 

social, political, economical great empire. The spread of 

and cultural issues. They its political authority over a 

have access to the highest vast geographical area led to 

authority and can exert a lot eventual decentralised power 

of power. Islam in Saudi Ara- structures and political units, 

bia is a way of life in every Baghdad fell in the 1 3th cen- 

rcspcct. It characterises the tury. and the empire came to 

religious life of cverv Mus- its end. Then came the Otto- 

limf Saudi foreign policy and man (Turkish) rule which 

international behaviour are found in Islam, and in re- 

examples of the role Islam maining religious, the key 

plays in Saudi Arabia politic- factor of survival as a political 

ai moves. The Islamic confer- entity. World War I made it 

ence is also of great import- possible for Arab nationalists 

ance and reflects a great deal to demand independence 

of Saudi "nationalist-reli- from the Ottoman rule. But 

gious*' attitude and aspira- whenever Arab lands were 

tions. The International Isla- “liberated", they were placed 

mic Conference in Mecca in under foreign colonisation. 

19*62 declared: "Those who and were made into small and 

disavow Islam and distort its weak states, depriving the 

call under the guise of Arabs of their promised uni- 
nationalism arc actually the ty. Had nationalism been 

most bitter enemies of the allowed to mature peacefully 

Arabs whose glories are in- and slowly without foreign 

separable from the glories of intervention, its trends and 

Islam.*' However. Saudi Ara- character would have 

bia remains to be an author- assumed a different form, 

itarian government irrcspcc- Islam was criticised by the 

live of its Islamic teachings. West as being backward and 

Secular influences are pre- unable to cope with modem 

sent in the country, leaving a advancements in science and 

wider gap between the orfi- technology. The West failed 

tial puritanical * stance and to understand the powerful 

daily activity. Soda! and reli- political weapon that Islam 

gious tensions are surfacing possessed. This, in part, led 

more and more. The Saudi to the rise of Islamic fun- 

royal family draws its author- dnmentaiism in which there 

ity and legitimacy from its was a call for the return to the 

custodianship of the two holy old teachings of Islam, in the 

mosques. This is another face of the '■modern 1 ' 

classical case of Islam politi- powers, 

ci sat ion. Al Afghani (who lived in 

The Middle East is a reser- Egypt 1871-1879) called for 

voir for the writings and in- the unity of Muslims so they could 

flucnces of many thinkers build up strength against the 

and idealists. They mostly European powers. He attack- 

seem to either have emerged cd the weak governments of 

from or expressed their the Muslim community, as 

thoughts in Egypt or the Fcr- they became exploited and 

tile Crescent. Two opposing weak. This can be seen as a 

and different characteristics dear moment of awakening 

prevail in the Middle East. to Islam as a political power 

The modernisation process is and can he an indication of 

faced with a growing power... m,. the arousal of militancy in 
calling for the return to Isla-' Islam in the face of corrupt 

mic values. These values * rulers and foreign influences, 
have different effects on , Pan-Islamism became the 

different nations. These arc focus for the politidsed Islam 

further complicated by the and called for all devout Mus- 

prcsence of widely differing lims to adhere to the princi- 

sodal classes with opposing pies of Islam as a means of 

ideologies as to what consti- strength, unity and identity, 

tutes the basis for national- Rasmd Rida (1865-1935) 
ism: Arab unity or Islam. was a strong believer in Arab 

It is important to note that nationalism: he differentiated 

Ham was politicised from iu early between the "Arab Muslim", 

days as the Islamic calendar Umma (nation) and the Mus- 

started its first year when the lim Turks. He spoke of the 

Muslims left Mecca for Medi- Arabs being responsible for 

na to become a political com- the spread and glory of Islam, 

munity. To be a Muslim is to Suti' Al Husri concentrated 


calling for the return to Isla- 
mic values. These values 
have different effects on 
different nations. These arc 
further complicated by the 
presence of widely differing 
social classes with opposing 
ideologies as to what consti- 
tutes the basis for national- 
ism: Arab unity or Islam. 

It is important to note that 
Ham was politicised from iu early 
days as the Islamic calendar 
started its first year when the 
Muslims left Mecca for Medi- 
na to become a political com- 
munity . To be a Muslim is to 


his efforts and inteilectualism 
on the compatibility of Arab 
nationalism and Islam, in 
which the former would sup- 
port and promote the latter. 

The language in which 
Islam was revealed was Ara- 
bic, Islam provides the Arab 
society with its spiritual mes- 
sage that can transform it into 
a force for the progress to- 
wards Arab nationalism. It is 
important to mention that 
Islam was bom as a world- 
transforming religion and be- 
came embodied into the 
Arab societies of the Middle 
East, not in a religious capac- 
ity alone, but as a way of life 
and a political expression of 
one's t noughts. "Lslam is in- 
separable from Arab 
nationalism and it is the duty 
of all Arab nationalists to 
uphold and venerate it and to 
sanctify the memory of 
Prophet Mohammad and in- 
terest themselves in Islam." 
Constantin Zuraiq. a Christ- 
ian Arab nationalist wrote in 
1939 in Beirut. 

Increased nationalism was 
further expressed by many 
non-Muslim thinkers, writere 
and intellectuals. Khalil 
Iskandar Qubrusi, a Christ- 
ian Orthodox, wrote that 
primitive Christianity which 
had originated in the East 
was corrupted by the Euro- 
peans who were seeking to 
dominate the Eastern Christ- 
ians. "Arab Christians need 
to embrace lslam, so as to 
return to their pure original 
Christianity" he concluded. 

Today, the Arab World is 
governed by different politic- 
al systems. Where political 
parties arc absent, Islam 
takes the form of the "unoffi- 
cial" people's party. It be- 
comes the forum for express- 
ion of the nation's demands. 
In Jordan, the Islamic move- 
ment won a large share of the 
seats in Parliament during the 
Nov. 1989 elections. The 
Jordanian elections for the 
professional unions are run 
on secular and Islamic 
grounds, with a clear tilt of 
power for the latter during 
the last ten years. Further 
classical examples can be 
drawn from Algeria. Sudan 
and many others. 

In summation, the words 
of Roy Muttahedeh at Har- 
vard University provide the 
best analysis for present day 
Islam: "Most Muslims came 
to see the utility of a dear 
distinction be’tween the 
actual and the ideal. They 
were willing to live with their 
actual, very imperfect gov- 
ernments as long as they 
could cherish their ideal. 
This ideal preserved a sense 
of community that could sur- 
vive repeated changes of gov- 
ernments and conflicts of in- 
terest among Muslims. This 
sense of community even in 
the face of the terrifically 
powerful and divisive force of 
modern nationalism, is very 
much alive today." 


Many Gazans sceptic negotiations are solution 


By Sarnia Nakboui 
Reuter 

GAZA — PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat's plans to take over 
from Israel occupation in the 
Gaza Strip are of no consequ- 
ence lo Muslim militants. They 
answer to a higher authority — 
Islam. 

Under a September peace 
deal, Israel will eventually re- 
deploy in the Gaza Stnp and 
abandon denselv populated 
areas to Mr. Arafat's Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. But 
Muslim activists expect little 
solace from the changing of the 
guard. 

"The main issue is nor to 
give us more food jnd more 
money. We need an identity 
and the PLO cannot provide us 
with an identity. Islam is the 
solution." said Moussa Morei. 
25. 

"The PLO leadership has 
lost touch with people here. 
They live in another planet. 
They have a lavish lifestyle." 
said Magdi Akeel. a Muslim 
activist. 

"They drive Mercedes cars. 
They eat with forks and knives. 
They forgot the life of poverty 
that exists here. I worry about 
the shock of the people from 
this leadership which is coming 
here." he said. 

Hamas, the PLO's leading 
rival in an uprising against 
Israel that erupted six years 
ago. is the strongest and "mili- 
tarily most active and popular 
Islamic group in the shin. Only 
the most religious Muslims, 
free of crime and corruption, 
are allowed membership in 
Hamas. 

Hamas opposes the peace 
deaf and is devoted to des- 
troying the Jewish state. It 
receives funds from abroad, 
including Iran, according to 
both Palestinian and Israeli 
sources. 

With 'he misery, poverty 
and ippressinn Islam takes on 
an -iddcd importance in peo- 
ple's lives, 

Muslim militant groups have 
already established a network 
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GAZA 




of social, educational, health, 
economic and judicial societies 
to ease life for a people that 
have suffered through nearly 
27 years of occupation. 

With an eye to the future. 
Islamic societies run about 23 
kindergartens across Gaza, 
educating 8.000 children, most 
of them sons of martyrs or 
prisoners. Children as young as 
six arc taught to memorise the 
Koran. 

Muslim scholars known us 
"reconriliaiors" act as judges 
in the absence of civil courts. 
They rule in family fueds. 
crimes, robberies, divorce, in- 
heritance. adultery and prop- 
erty ownership issues, their 
rulings are based on Islamic 
Sharia law. 

"In cases of homicide, the 
killer will pay blood monev to 
the parents of the victim. The 


sum should he the equivalent 
to the price of iflO camels 
according to the Sharia." said 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz Al Kujok, 
a prominent reconciJiator. 

He said the amount is de- 
cided by u committee of scho- 
lars. In' a recent case of mur- 
der. the killer had to puv JD 
48.000 (nearly $70,000) to the 
victim's family. 

"With casualties, wc count 
the number of blows and in- 
juries of the victim." Mr. Ku- 
jok said. “The amount of 
money will depend on how 
serious the blows are. Every 
stroke has its own price." 

In the absence of police au- 
thority. militants enforce the 
decisions of the rcconciliarors. 

"Wc try to stop violations 
and lawlessness through per- 
suasion and intimidation, by 


making people return to their 
conscience." Mr. Kujok said. 

Doited with ramshackle rc- 
fugcc.ifly.mn5, Gaza is home to 
the Palestinian observ- 

ance of sum. 

Gaza wo. xn wear the Isla- 
mic code of dress a heads- 
carf and long dress. Alcohol is 
not openly on sale. 

Men and women must not be 
seen together unless related. 
At the Islamic university, men 
and women attend separate 
campuses and take turns in 
laboratories. 

Mosques and religious con- 
tests seem to offer the only 
entertainment for young peo- 
ple. An advertisement at the 
university announced u contest 
in memorising The Koran with 
a prize of JD l.Ofto (about 


SI. 400). 


M.KAHIL 

The university has a great 
role in Isla mi rising the society. 
Its Ptateophy « ro create ’u 
Muslim individual who will 
then make an Islamic family. 
This will help create an Islamic 
society "through legitimate 
unrversnv official 
Anmad Al Saraaii told Reu- 
ters. 

"When you achieve an Isla- 
mic society you will naturally 
have stronger influence in un- 
ions and institutions. Then 
eventually you can attain pow- 
er and rule, he added 

iA5 rOV, ^ ng ^ a, ^iccs. 
Islamic societies win the hearts 
of many Gazans. 

"The Islamists* live our suf- 
fering and endurance Thev po 
down to (he street. Thevshare 

Jamil Abdallah. 37. 0 f Jabalva 
refugee camp. ya 


Flirting 
with the 
fiscal sin 

By Dr. Kahcd Fanek 

WHEN THE Jordanian gov- 
ernment indulged in foreign 
borrowing for the past ten 
years or more, politicians 
used to calm down those 
scared of an approaching cri- 
sis and assure them that our 
Arab brothren in particular, 
and our international friends 
in eoncral. would never allow 

small, friendly country like 
Jordan to reach the point of 
crisis. At the last moment 
thev claimed, massive foreign 
and’ Arab aid will flow to the 
country from Arab oil pro- 
ducing’ countries. the Amer- 
icans. and others. A simple 
tour in the Gulf capitals will 
do the trick. 

When the crisis did come, 
late in 1988. none of the 
above could care less. We 
found no alternative but to 
suhmit to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) de- 
mands. Politicians and deci- 
sion-makers were obviously 
dead wrong, but the entire 
people of Jordan paid the 
price of that fatal mistake and 
ure still paying. 

After this bitter experi- 
ence. we still have some peo- 
ple who dare tell us that 
foreign grants arc definitely 
coming, irrespective of our 
economic behaviour. If we 
abandon the economic 
adjustment programme, they 
theorise. American. Euro- 
pean. and Japanese financial 
assistance will not he 
affected, because their assist- 
ance is based on political 
considerations. 

Lately we were told that 
we should not be afraid oT 
increasing the salaries of the 
civil servants, or widening the 
deficit, because the IMF is 
committed to reschedule all 
our debts and to finance our 
foreign exchange gap. In 
other words, we can spend 
generously to satisfy our so- 
cial needs because the funds 
will be secured whether the 
deficit is small or big. 

If we deprive the govern-, 
mem employees of a desir-"' 
able salary increase, we only 
spare the IMFs money. 

Such false and irresponsi- 
ble talk may find some happy 
audience because it rids some 
of the guilt of committing 
their sin. But does this argu- 
ment make sense? Why 
should the donors give us 
their tax-payers' money, 
irrespective of our financial 
behaviour and why should 
they try to help us if we are 
not ready to help ourselves? 
Why should the IMF cover 
the gap in our foreign ex- 
change budget if we do not 
adhere to our own commit- 
ments under the programme, 
including reduction of budget 
deficit on yearly basis? Is The 
IMF so naive? 

The fiscal target for 1993 
was a reduction of deficit to 
the level of 6.4 per cent of the 
GDP. However, favourable 
circumstances made it possi- 
ble to beat the target and 
reduce the deficit to 6.2 per 
cent of the GDP. Asa reward 
tor this achievement, the re- 
duction of the deficit in 1994 
was targetted at 5.2 per cent 
oi GDP. Jordan's effort for 
the year 1994 is to be 1 per 
cent of GDP — which is. by 
no means, a tough job to 
accomplish. 

The draft budget of 1994 - 
was based on satisfying this 
requirement. According to 
other ways of reading the 
budget, the deficit may be a 
little bit higher and the Minis- 
try of Finance should exert 
extra efforts during the year 
to make the actual perform- • 
ance better than the budget ! 
and the deficit no more than 
5.2 per cent of the GDP. 

It is on this background 
that the idea of yet another 
salary increase came, which, 
if implemented, will raise the 

r-r»nf* 7-7 pcr cenl of the 
• . Oh*-* would be un- 
realistic to expect the IMF to 
go to Paris Club next month 
jo pui pressure on creditors 
to postpone or reduce their 
ilehts m order to enable the 
government «>r Jordan to cn- 

.*■’*•’ the life style of its 
ministers and improve the 
sl.nnl.ird ot living uf ns jn- 
n,, ? cd of Civilian and 

•unitary personnel, who not 
ll,c,r hiM increase seven 
months ago. and to boost Hie 
P n pu!sint\ o| the t*o\erfl- 
mtm - deputies, and some . 
press com nte in. i tors, 
Unfortunately. t| K - umern- 
mem issued the wrong signal 
„ nnucicssanlv created e\- 
vii.mons. but the damage 
‘ d not happen yet and 'it 
'li-'uld had way tlul 0 ( this . 

‘ : f lU " [•‘ih Hie govern' 

s,.\?u :,,Kl ,hc I’mhumcnt 
h«*uld act ic-»po,is,hK. 
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What to expect in 1994 from a world in turmoil 


Tbe Associated Press 

NOW- THAT file Soviet 
empire has fallen apart, some 
erf its parts axe falling pan. 
Mote political turmoil may lie 
abd&for mother Russia, too. 
given die sudden rise of Vladi- 
mir Zhirinovsky, who speaks 
of nukrng Russia’s neighbours 
and taking: Alaska back. 

Allbcmgh.rtae dreaded big 
war neycrcanie. the bellige- 
rents ofibe world make up for 
it by starting little ones. 

Nonc of the new wars seem 
to en#ibo£the combatants in 
some oW 'ones may be getting 
tired^traa toward peace are 
being Northern Ire- 

land. wBeire the latest round of 
fi^tbig&nohg Protestants and 
Roman CarhoIics has stretched 
over 25: years, and between 
Israelis: and Palestinians, who 
have been at it twice as long. 

Commercially, the world is 
getting together Europe keeps 
moving toward union, however 
sJowiy; the llni red States, 
Canada and Mexico embarked 
on a free trade agreement Jan. 

! 1. and the 117 members of the 
’General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade finally struck a deal 
after seven years of maneouvre 
and harangue. 

A’.year ago, it appeared that 
the United Nations could be- 
come a global peacekeeper and 
stop . at least the worst of the 
violence. That did not happen, 
and only a ghost of the hope 
remains. 

The ’-little wars are fought 
over territory, religion, ethnic- 
ity anything that has festered in 
enough hearts for enough gen- 
erations. 

While the vengeful kill each 
other, the merciful do their 
best to heal the wounded, feed 
the living and comfort the dis- 
placed. Thus* as another year 
begins, the human race con- 
dones on its contradictory way. 

The Associated Press asked 
correspondents around the 
world for their assessements of 
what 1994 may hold. Here are 
their reports: 

-United Nations 

Hopes that the United Na- 
tions would be the centrepiece 
of a new world order were 
dashed in 1993. Its dim pros- 
pects for this year include re- 
. treats on .peacekeeping ^nd a 
deeper cpSfc™. •„ 

After great expectations at 
. the end of the cold. year, the: 
^United Nations has fallen on 
hard times. While it completed 
a major mision successfully in 
Cambodia last year, there were 
setbacks or failures in Somalia. 
Bosnia. Haiti and Angola. 

The cash shortage got worse 
and there is little chance of 
improvement. Charges of 
waste and mismanagement 
continue to be levelled at the 
bureaucracy. 

“The United Nations re- 
naissance remains in ques- 
tion.” Secretary-General 
Boutros -Ghali said in his 
annual -report to the General 
Assembly in September. 

U.N. forces often are thrust 
into conflicts where major 
powers “are not willing to ven- 
ture themselves and are reluc- 
tant. to make the hard choices 
posed by a new era of chal- 
lenges to peace he said. 

The great disappointment 
was- Somalia, where 30.000 
peacekeepers were engaged in 
aggressive disarmament of fac- 
tions and clashes with the 
forces. of warlord Mohammad 
FaralTAideed. 

After 18 U.S. soldiers were 
killed in one battle, the United 
r-Uates announced that it would 
pull out by March 31, 1994. 
France. Belgium. Germany 
and Italy Hater said they also 
would withdraw. At year’s 
end, the Uhited Nations was 
desperately: ; neeking replace- 
ments. . .> 

After Somalia, the United 
States was waryofU.N. under- 
takings. When- -'150 Haitian 
thugs fired in .the air and 
chanted slogans, a. 3J-S. ship 
carrying a small contingent of 
soldiers and police trainers 
sailed away from- Port-au- 
Prince harbour without- dock- 
ing.' 

The U.N. mission to retrain 
police.- and soldiers and build 
publieworks projects never got 
off the ground. 

In Bosnia, U.N. peacekeep- 
ers and relief workers continue 
to -feed Che hungry, but have 
not been able to halt Serb or 
Croat agression, U.N. and 


NATO forces have not used 
10 , Nt0 P the fighting, 
although it was authorised, and 
an international peace plan 
collapsed. 

Civil war returned to Ango- 
la. where only 74 U-N. 
peacekeepers remained. A lar- 
ger U.N. force ws unable to 
disarm combatants. 

About 74.0U0 peacekeepers, 
police and others were de- 
ployed in 15 missions at year's 
end. Arrears by member states 
• are about $1.5 billion. 

In his first U.N. address, in 
September. President Clinton 
said peacekeeping demands 
have greatly exceeded U.N. 
resources and called for res- 
traint in undertaking new mis- 
sions 

“The United Nations simply 
cannot become engaged in ev- 
ery one of the world’s con- 
flict." he said. "If the Amer- 
ican people are to say yes' to 
U.N. peacekeeping, the Un- 
ited Nations must know when 
to say ■no’." 

Asian subcontinent 

The Asian subcontinent is 
enjoying a period of political 
stability that may let its feuding 
nations work on their endemic 
problems of poverty, ethics 
conflict and population 
growth. 

India iand Pakistan are start- 
ing talks on Kashmir, the dis- 
puted province with a Muslim 
majority that has caused two of 
their three wars since 1947. 
About 7.500 people have been 
killed in Kashmir since Muslim 
guerrillas began a separatist 
war against Hindu-dominanted 
India four years ago. 

The United States would 
like to see the negotiations 
expanded to include nuclear 
non-proliferation. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao of India leads a 
fragile minority government, 
but gained strength in state 
elections at the end of the year, 
stifling much of the dissent 
against his leadership. 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto of Pakistan, who re- 
turned to power in October, 
has the most stable govern- 
ment since democracy was res- 
tored in 1988. 

To maintain its new stability, 
the subcontinent — home to 
the poorest one-fifth of 
I;, humanity — must begin show- 
. =*mg economic progress for the 
■’•masses. • \ . 

• In Afghanistan, no end is in 
sight to fighting among rival 
Islamic fetions that has cost 
more lives in two years than 
did the 13-year civil war 
against a Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment. 

Sri Lanka passed a painful 
test of its democracy in 2993 
when its president was assas- 
sinated by a suicide bomber. 
Although the transition was 
smooth, the new government 
seems less willing to talk with 
leaders of an 1 1-year rebellion 
among the Tamil minority. 

Democracy seems to have 
taken root in- Nepal and Bang- 
ladesh, but both countries are 
desperately poor. 

South Pacific 

More than two centuries af- 
ter the first white men arrived. 
Australia is coming to grips 
with its debt to aboriginal 
citizens. 

In 1994. parliament will 
adopt legislation proposed by 
Prime Minister Paul Keating 
that recognises aboriginal land 
claims, but there may be pro- 
longed legal challenges. 

Most of the land is desert 
outback held by federal and 
state government. Mr. Keating 
has promised a fund to buy 
back privately held land, and a 
“social justice” reform pack- 
age of health, education and 
job-creation programmes for 
aborigines, most of whom now 
live in the cities. 

With the economy barely 
emerging from years of reces- 
sion, the opposition will argue 
that the country cannot afford 
the expense. 

New Zealand enters 1994 
fresh from a November par- 
liamentary election that cut the 
conservative National Party s 
majority to a single seat. That 
will frustrate efforts to reform 
what has become one of the 
democratic world's most 
socialised economies, with 
cradle-to-grave benefits. 

Because New Zealand still 
bolds to its anti-nuclear posi- 
tion. its military relationship 
with the United States remains 


Pregnant woman shot in Gaza 


(Continued from page 1) 
Fateh officials in Gaza on 
Sunday said they had issued no 
.. Orders for any 'operation and 
Sny involvement by a Fateh 
• activist was unlicensed. 

Mr. Arafat denounced Fateh 
■ Activists who lotted an Israeli 
settlej- after the September 
; P 68 ** agreement, 
v Meanwhile several thousand 
sett kt**jn the Jordan Valley 
'y ent pa strike against the 
ftreat^jed “isolation” of one 


of their settlements. 

Police said cars and tyres 
were set ablaze blocking the 
main road for more than an 
hour. Settlers demonstrated at 
the Arab village of Ouja. 10 
kilometres north of Jericho, 
which would fall inside the 
autonomous zone under a 
document being discussed by 
the PLO and Israel. 

Despite official denials set- 
tlers fear that would cut off 
Naama settlement. 


dififcult. but full diplomatic 
relations will be restored in 
1994. 

Papua New Guina has bat- 
tled a secessionist movement in 
Bougainville for five years. 
Past attempts at negotiation 
failed, and a new initiative this 
year is unlikely. 

Prime Minister Siliveni 
Pabuka of Fiji wants to revise 
the constitution to remove res- 
trictions on the political rights 
of ethnic Indians, who make 
up nearly half the population. 

After Mr. Rabuka led two 
coups in 1987. a new constitu- 
tion was adopted that guaran- 
teed rule by indigenous Fi- 
jians. Now he seeks to change 
it. 

In December, several 
cabinet members defected to 
the opposition, forcing new 
elections scheduled for Febru- 
ary. 

Canada 

Prime Minister Jean Chre- 
tien. elected in October, says 
he is going to pur Quebec 
separatism on the back burner 
and turn Canada's attention to 
the economy. 

Over a decade. Ottawa has 
expended endless energy 
trying to deal with the aspira- 
tions of the huge French- 
speaking province, to no avail. 

With separatist sentiment on 
the rise. 54 Quebec nationalists 
providing the main House of 
Commons opposition and pro- 
vincial elections approaching. 
the issue is not going to go 
away despite Mr. Chretien's 
wishful thoughts. 

French-speakers, about 85 
per cent of Quebec's 6.9 mil- 
lion people, have long felt like 
second-class citizens in a large- 
ly English-speaking country. 
Many fear for their French 
language and culture. 

Quebec has yet to sign the 
1982 constitution, and there 
have been two unsuccessful 
attempts at amending it to 
appease the province. 

The separatist Bloc Quebe- 
cois won 54 of Quebec's 75 
seats in the commons in Octo- 
ber. If nationalists win the pro- 
vincial elections in. 1994. they 
promise a referendum on 
sovereignty within a year. 

Mr. Chretien is right, 
however, when he says he has 
bigger fish to fry. „ 

. Unemployment is still afyfcye 
II per cent,. the : -economy is ■ 
■struggling through a long**e-^ 
cession and the budget deficit 
is growing. Social services such 
as unemployment insurance 
and the national health prog- 
ramme are on the edge of 
disaster. 

If that is not enough, half a 
million Indians want self-rule: 
the Atlantic fishing industry is 
collapsing: environmentalists 
worry about chemicals, loggers 
and wolves: and the western 
province feel ignored. 

Africa 

War. poverty and disease 
will continue bringing misery 
to millions in Africa, but there 
is hope in a few trouble spots 
like South Africa. Angola and 
Mozambique. 

Somalia is a question. U.S. 
troops, scheduled to withdraw 
by March 31. are the backbone 
of the U.N. force meant to end 
two years of civil war and 
famine. Despite peace talks 
that have included warlord 
Aideed. observers fear clan 
fighting will resume as soon as 
the foreign troops leave. 

South Africa holds its first 
election with universal suffrage 
in 1994. and the black majority 
is likely to make Neslson Man- 
dela president. With its wealth 
and development, the new 
South Africa may serve as a 
sorely needed economic engine 
for the continent. 

In Malawi, one of Africa's 
last old-style dictatorships 
seems on the way out, a victim 
of the democratic movement in 
Africa that began in 1990. 

A cease-fire seems likely in 
Angola, where civil war has 
been killing 1 ,000 people a day 
by U.N. estimates, and in 
Mozambique, guerrillas have 
begun disarming under a U.N. 
arranged peace plan. But 
weapons from these waning 
conflicts are being rapidly 
smuggled throughout Africa. 

Nigeria, the continent’s most 
populous country, enters the 
year with a new military dicta- 
tor, Gen. Sani Abacha. who 
has promised democracy while 
dismantling such democratic 
institutions as the National 
Assembly. 

There is new tribal conflict 
in Burundi, and in Sudan, 
southerners enter their 11th 
year of fighting the Muslim- 
dominated north. 

Much of Africa remains rife 
with tribal tension, poverty 
and corruption. There are few 
signs that democracy will make 
more than limited progress, 
although governments seem to 
be giving greater sway to free 
markets. 

AIDS continues to spread, 
and malaria is a growing threat 
because of drug-resistant 


strains. 

The Middle East 

Middle East peace negotia- 
tions will move forward in 
1994. Syria. Lebanon and Jor- 
dan probably will join the 
Palestinians in making peace 
wirh Israel. 

Transition from war to peace 
will generate problems that 
could be most evident in Syria. 
President Hafez Assad's 
minority Alawite regime will 
have to tread a precarious path 
towards political and economic 
reforms after decades of rep- 
ressive rule. 

Rejectionists on both sides 
wilt continue trying to sabotage 
the U.S. -sponsored peace pro- 
cess. 

Yasser Arafat, leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. may have to crack down 
hard on radicals and Muslim 
fundamentalists who consider 
the peace accord a betrayal. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin will face problems from 
Israelis who oppose giving up 
Arab lands occupied in' the 
1967 war. 

The momentum of the Sept. 

1 3 agreement between the 
PLO and Israel is unlikely to 
be stopped, however. The 
Americans hold Israel's purse 
strings and the collapse of the 
Soviet Union deprived hard- 
line Arab states of their main 
support. 

Mr. Assad was angered by 
Mr. Arafat's separate deal with 
Israel and has played hard to 
get. But he ultimately has little 
choice but to make peace as his 
Soviet-supplied arsenal de- 
teriorates and his need for eco- 
nomic aid grows. 

Lebanon and Jordan are 
sure to follow once Mr. Assad 
agrees, buz turmoil will not 
disappear overnight, particu- 
larly on the region's perip- 
hery. 

Iran continues to rearm and 
faces growing internal unrest 
unless it can revive its eco- 
nomy. a task made more diffi- 
cult by falling oil revenues. 
Tehran's relations with 
Washington are likely to get 
worse as domestic problems 
increase. 

The United Nations might 
ease trade sanctions on Iraq if 
Saddam ibteseiirbehuyes. but 
leaving hisrTin powerwilfktep 
fear of his* Regional' ■ am biiiohs-’ 
alive. ■■..:.. 

Violence by Islamic extrem- 
ists will continue in Egypt and 
Algeria. Their govenments and 
several others in the region will 
have to start addressing econo- 
mic and political inequalities 
they have long ignored. 

Tbe Far East 

The Far East begins 1994 
under the shadow of North 
Korea’s refusal to comply with 
international nuclear controls. 

Diplomatic negotiations be- 
tween Washington and Pyon- 
gyang may decide whether 
East Asia embarks on a full- 
scale arms race or joins the 
global trend towards disarma- 
ment. 

Despite the new tension on 
the peninsula. South Korea 
continues its own rapid transi- 
tion to a civilian democracy. 

China's rapid growth will 
continue, but its long-term 
economic health depends on 
painful reforms the govern- 
ment has promised to intro- 
duce. These include cutting 
subsidies to money-losing fac- 
tories and remodelling the 
banking system. 

In just three years. China 
regains control over Hong 
Kong. The British colony anti- 
cipates a bumpy year as Beij- 
ing and London argue over 
how much democracy can be 
introduced. A showdown 
could unsettle the economy, 
which has enjoyed the fruits of 
China's boom. 

Taiwan’s transformation 
from near-dictatorship to mul- 
tiparty democracy continues as 
the island pushes for equal 
international status with China 
despite Beijing's efforts to iso- 
late it diplomatically. 

The new democratically 
elected government of Cambo- 
dia. still battling communist 
Khmer Rouge rebels, will start 
rebuilding its economy. Viet- 
nam hopes full diplomatic rela- 
tions will follow Washington's 
easing of the U.S. economic 
embargo. 

Japan enters 1994 with its 
leadership divided over politic- 
al reforms, economic policy 
and the government's decision 
to lift its ban on rice imports. 

With the economy stuck in 
what may he the longest slump 
since World War II. pressure 
will build for more aggressive 
measures to stimulate invest- 
ment and consumer spending. 

Former Soviet Union 

Armed with a new constitu- 
tion. President Boris Yeltsin 
will try to fend off radical 
nationalists and keep Russia 
moving towards free market in 
1994. It will not be easy. 

He faces major obstacles: A 


powerful faction of extreme 
nationalists in the new parlia- 
ment. regional demands for 
more autonomy and public an- 
ger over economic hardship, 
rising crime and loss of the 
empire. 

One of Russia's best-known 
astrologers. Globa, has pre- 
dicted a coup attempt in 
spring. Another claims Mr. 
Yeltsin will fall seriously ill. 
Many sober-minded Russians 
who are not superstitious also 
worry about such things. 

Even without cataclysm, re- 
formers may spend 1994 on the 
defensive. Their strongest re- 
doubt is the new constitution, 
which gives Mr. Yeltsin sweep- 
ing power to issue decrees, 
make foreign policy and run 
the economy. 

Radical nationalists, led bv 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, will 
push for policy changes and 
cabinet seats. But Mr. Yeltsin 
can resist because the constitu- 
tion gives him the power lo 
nominate all lop officials and 
to dissolve parliament if it re- 
peatedly rejects his nominees 
for prime minister. 

From Mr. Yeltsin's view- 
point. the charter's main defect 
Ls that it does not clearly define 
regional and federal authority. 

Tatarstan. Chechnya. Yaku- 
tia and other regions are de- 
manding greater control over 
taxes, natural resources, and 
industry. Unless Mr. Yeltsin 
can make a deal with regional 
leaders. Russia runs the risk of 
disintegrating into indepen- 
dent republics, as the Soviet 
Union did. 

Russians have a long history 
of oppression under czars and 
commissars, and their patience 
is great. Bur the results of the 
Dec. 12 election that sent 
ultranationalists to parliament 
indicate many citizens are up- 
set by failure of free-market 
reforms to improve their lives. 

Mr. Yeltsin's greatest task in 
1994. and greatest challenge, is 
to change that outlook. 

Other former Soviet repub- 
lics also face economic turmoil. 
Ukraine and Georgia are 
struggling with severe energy 
shortages and high unemploy- 
ment. Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan have been wracked by six 
years of war over Nagorno- 
Karabakh. with no end in sigh. 

If there is a birght spot, it 
smaff Biilf ic slates’ Bf'lJat.i- * 


oriented of the Soviet repub- 
lics. They are moving quickly 
toward market economies and 
have stablished relatively 
stable currencies. For them. 
1994 could be a year of revival. 

Eastern Europe 

Four years after the demise 
of communism, the emerging 
democracies of Eastern 
Europe are stil emerging. 

All face another arduous 
year, stymied by a stagnant 
world economy, the Yugoslav 
conflict and popular disen- 
chantment with western-style 
economics. 

Fallout from the Balkan war 
will continue to threaten eco- 
nomic and political stability. 
The biggest fear is that the 
fighting will spread. 

There are a few bright spots. 

Painful reforms are paying 
off in Poland. Hungary and the 
Czech Republic, which will 
continue doing better than 
their eastern neighbours. They 
seem ready for genuine growth 
if a world recovery starts, the 
Yugoslav situation does not get 
worse and Western Europe 
drops its trade bariers. 

Although Hungary has been 
an island of political stability, 
trouble may lie ahead. With 
the death of Prime Minister 
Jozsef Antall. and his party's 
popularity plunging, parlia- 
ment could be splintered by an 
electoral free-for-all. 

The only real hope for eco- 
nomic recovery in the former 
Yugoslavia lies in Slovenia, the 
northernmost region, which 
has turned to its Western 
Europe neighbours. 

Expect little progress in Bul- 
garia or Romania, where poli- 
tical infighting and fear of 
labour unrest have sapped the 
will for reform. Even if they do 
get serious about reform, the 
two countries have lost billions 
in trade because of U.N. sanc- 
tions on neighbouring Serbia. 

Slovakia has been in trouble 
since its divorce a year ago 
from the richer Czech Repub- 
lic. Albania could show the 
fastest rate of growth in the 
region, but will remain the 
poorest country in Europe. 

Western Europe 

For Western Europe, the 
economy will remain the over- 
riding concern in 1994. 

In the dozen nations of the 
European Community, unem- 
ployment is expected to top 1 1 
per cent, meaning 18 million 
people will be out of work. 

Germany's economy, largest 
in the region, shows signs of 
shaking off its worst recession 
since World War II. but unem- 
ployment is expected to con- 


tinue climbing. 

To open up more jobs. EC 
members are under pressure to 
reduce costs per worker so 
hiring will be less expensive for 
employers. A key target will bo 
the expensive social security 
network of disability, retire- 
ment. health and other be- 
nefits that have marked the 
European welfare state for de- 
cades. 

Westen European nations 
also seek ways to draw their 
eastern neighbours closer. The 
16-nation North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation (NATO) will 
hold a~ summit in early January 
— President Clinton's first to 
decide on requests for mem- 
bership from Poland. Hungary 
and other former foes. 

NATO probably will 
approve an American plan cal- 
led partnership for peace, 
which would let eastern na- 
tions participate in joint milit- 
ary exercises, crisis manage- 
ment and peacekeeping with- 
out granting full membership. 
They would be required to 
share information about de- 
fence budget and provide 
troops if asked. 

EC members will start im- 
plementing their new treaty on 
European Union, which calls 
for a common foreign policy, 
joint central bank and single 
currency by 1999. 

On Jan. I. the 12 nations 
took a step towards a monetary 
merger by opening the Euro- 
pean Monetary Institute, the 
forerunner of a central hunk. 
Common foreign and defence 
policies are expected to lag 
behind, as illustrated by West- 
ern Europe's failure to halt the 
war in the former Yugoslavia. 

Mexico and 
Central America 

The North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
comes just in time for Mexico's 
leaders, who hope for an eco- 
nomic boost before the pres- 
idential election next year. 

In his term as president. 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari made 
an economic revolution with 
free-market reforms capped by 
NAFTA, the accord with the 
United States and Canada that 
took effect Jan. 1. 

Political reforms have come 
more slowly. Mr. Salinas fol- 
lowed tradition -bv ■ choosing ■ ■ -■ 

• ■ !■-.:. ‘ ’ i -lillH 


have lirtle chance of finding 
out. In Yucatan state elections 
Nov. 28. the governor resigned 
to protest intereferencc from 
Mexico City and observers re- 
ported clear signs of fraud. 

Dramatic reforms are taking 
place in Central America as it 
emerges from decades of civil 
war and dictatorship. 

El Salvador will hold its first 
peacetime election for a civi- 
lian president since the 1930s 
as part of an agreement ending 
its civil war. Panamanians will 
vote for the first time since the 
U.S. invasion that ousted dic- 
tator Manuel Noriega in 1989. 
In November. Hoduras 
achieved a record fourth con- 
secutive presidential vote with- 
out a coup or war. 

Old hatreds still haunt (he 
urea, however. Rightist death 
squads stalk El Salvador and 
Guatemala. Nicaragua's civil 
war ended in 1990. But its 
politicians have vet to agree on 
how to share power peacefully. 

Guatemala overcame a pres- 
idential attempt to seize dic- 
tatorial powers in 1992. but 
U.N. observers say human 
rights abuses continue. 

Caribbean 

In 1994. expea more politic- 
al turmoil in Haiti and a con- 
tinued economic decline in 
Cuba. 

The outside world appears 
inclined to resolve the Haitian 
impasse with or without Jean 
Bertrand Aristide, the elected 
president overthrown by the 
military in 1991. 

"Unfortunately, without 
Aristide it's going to leave the 
place in the same old mess." 
said Sociologist Anthony 
Maiungot. who edits Hemis- 
phere magazine for (he Latin- 
Caribbean Centre of Flordia 
International University. 

"It will mean more confu- 
sion and adversity.” said 
Aaron Ramos, director of the 
Institute of Caribbean at the 
University of Puerto Rico. 

Few are willing to predia 
the fate of Fidel Castro, who 
has ruled Cuba for 35 years, 
even after four years of econo- 
mic suffering caused by the 
collapse of his Soviet-bloc 
sponsors. 

Mr. Maingot sees the ques- 
tion as. "what is threshold of 
pain of that society?" 


almost certain to win and Ex- 
tend the Party's 65-vear 
monopoly on national power 
for six more years. 

Polls indicate the party 
would win a fair election, but 
opposition leaders believe they 


Mr. Castro from Mexico, 
which has been his main ally in 
the hemisphere. 

Tourism in the Caribbean 
should have a banner year, but 
that will not offset job losses 
from a troubled reeional eco- 


nomy. 

The lack of jobs will force 
more people to leave in search 
of work, most of them going to 
the United States. 

Dependence on money they 
send home is expected to grow, 
as is the laundering of money 
from an increasing flow of Col- 
ombian cocaine through the 
Caribbean. 

South America 

Most of South America's 
civilian governments will push 
ahead with free-market reform 
in 1994. 

Venezuela and Chile chose 
new presidents in December 
and Brazil. Colombia and Uru- 
guay will do so this year. 

Chile. Argentina and Vene- 
zuela. whose economic prog- 
ramme are furthest along, 
probably will seek to join the 
United States, Canada and 
Mexico in the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. 
Washington has said those 
three are the leading candi- 
dates. 

Peru, Colombia, Paraguay. 
Ecuador and Bolivia plan to 
sell state-run companies as pan 
of their reform programmes. 

Brazil, the continent's giant, 
also is its biggest question 
mark. Congress will vote on a 
government plan to lower in- 
flation, now more than 35 per 
cent a month. But with elec- 
tions due in October, legisla- 
tors are expected to resist 
spending cuts and tax in- 
creases. 

An early favourite for the 
presidency is labouir leader 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, 
whose belief in state control of 
some sectors raises doubts ab- 
out how far economic reform 
will go in Brazil. 

The economic future of 
Venezuela under the Rafael 
Caldera, the new president, 
also is unclear. Mr. Caldera 
ran a populist campaign and 
has suggested he might try to 
change parts of a free-market 
reform programme began in 
1989. 

In Colombia, the death of 
drug lord Pablo Escobar could 
reduce terrorism, but the 
growth of the rival Cali cartel 
ensures that cocaine will con- 
tinue to flow. 

Violence by leftist guerrillas 
in Peru may decline because of 
the capture of top leaders and 
splits within the insurgent 
ranks. 

President Carlos Menem of 
Argentina is expected to con- 
tinue his economic reforms, 
which have produced the re- 
gion's highest growth rates for 
two years, and run for a second 
term in 1995. 
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Drawing of January 2. 1994 1 


Winning Tickets 

Holder of ticket No. 49691 B 
Wins JD 80,000 


Ten consolation prizes tabling ju io,eoo eat* wins JD I.SW 
49692 496471 49791 40691 59691 
49690 49681 49591 48691 39691 ■ 

Holder of ticket No. 49691 A 

Wins JD 30,000 

Ten consolation prizes totaling JD 5,800 each wins JD 5M 

49692 49601 49791 40691 59691 
49690 49681 49591 48691 39691 

Holder of ticket No. 25147 A B 
Wins JD 15,000 

Twenty consolation prizes totalling JD &MV each whs JD 388 

25148 25157 25247 26147 35147 
25146 25137 25047 24147 15147 

Holder of ticket No. 39982 A B 
Wins JD 10,000 

Twenty consotalmn prizes, totaling JD 5jOQ8 each wins JD 250 

39983 39992 39082 30982 49982 
39981 39972 39882 38982 29982 

Holder of ticket No. 29328 A B 
Wins JD 9,000 

Twenty consolation pesos totaling JD 4J08 each wins JD 200 

29329 29338 29428 20328 39328 
29327 29318 29228 28328 19328 

Holder of ticket No. 81430 A B 
Wins JD 6,000 

Twenty consolation prizes totaling JD34M each wns JD 158 

61431 61440 61530 62430 71430 
61439 61420 61330 60430 51430 

Holder of ticket No. 48893 A B 
Wins JD 5,000 

Twenty consolation pnzes totaling JD 2.4W sacfi wins JD 128 

46894 46803 46993 47893 56893 
46892 46883 46793 45893 36893 

Holder of ticket No. 18138 A B 

Wins JD 3,000 

Twenty consolation prizes wtaBfcxj JD !,M0 each wrs JD 88 

18139 18148 18238 19138 28138 
18137 18128 18038 17138 08138 

Holder of ticket No. 50274 A B 

Wins JD 2,000 

Twenty consolation prizes wafting JD 1,400 each wins JD 7* 

50275 50284 50374 51274 60274 
50273 50264 50174 59274 40274 

Ticket numbers _ sova 57963 a b Win JD 1,000 each 

Ticket numbers 79582 . 39138 a b Win JD 500 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH ' 


[ | 3154 9723 A B Win JD 200 each 

3355 A B 

Win JD 100 each 

446 A B 

■ Win JD 50 each 

.10 A B 

Win JD 10 each 

| | 16AM ticket ending with 4 Four A B Win JD . 6 each 


COVER PRIZES FOB THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


.80 covers, attached to 

Oie stub of 10 ending in 

538 793 780.333 A B Win JD 20 


Winners of thapand prizes in the ordinary Issue number 23 of December 17, 1993 
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Pakistan’s Bhutto curbs 
central bank autonomy 


German Bundesbank hints at new interest rate cuts 


ISLAMABAD <R) — Pakis- 
tan Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, in one of her first 
pieces of legislation since tak- 
ing office in October, has 
curbed a ground-breaking, 
three-month-old bill that gave 
unprecedented independence 
to the central bank. 

"This begs the question ot 
autonorm." Deputy Governor 
of the State Bank ot Pakistan 
Ashraf Janjua told Reuters by 
telephone Sunday, "the minis- 
try of finance and the govern- 
ment will again have the upper 
hand." 


President Farooq Leghari 
Friday passed an ordinance 
sent to him by the cabinet, 
signing away the central bank’s 
power to refuse overdrafts to 
the government and to set 
monetary policy. 

The new ordinance with- 
draws the central bank's pow- 
ers to fix government limits on 
borrowing, hobbles its ability 
to act independently of the 
government, reduces the term 
of office of the governor and 
returns to the government the 
privilege to nominate direc- 
tors. 


"this makes fiscal policy 
vulnerable." Mr. Janjua said. 

The ordinance was passed in 
October under caretaker 
Prime Minister Moeen 
Qureshi. a former World Bank 
vice-president. He said his 
main aim was to restrict the 
access of the federal and pro- 
vincial governments to borrow 
and cut the budget's deficit. 

"There was excessive bor- 
rowing bv the federal Govern- 


ment. lack ot control and I icit 
that where I was prepared to 
establish financial controls and 
stick hy them, a political gov- 
ernment may not be prepared 
to do that and may force the 
state bank to finance those 
credits." Mr. Qureshi said in a 
New York interview published 
in Sunday's local Dawn news- 
paper. 

The new ordinance requires 
the bank to consult the govern- 
ment. robbing it of the power 
to overrule "the government 
that was enshrined in Mr. 
Qureshi's ordinance. 

"We are now two un- 
equals." Mr. Janjua said. "For 
three months we had talked to 
them (the government} as 
equals." 

Latest figures show the gov- 
ernment is close to a 1993/94 
c July. June) budget defieit 
target of 5.4 per cent of gross 
domestic product set by the 
International Monetary Fund. 

The government is only ab- 
out 2.0 billion rupees (Shb mil- 
lion) off its first six-month 
target of 4h billion rupees (Si .5 
billion). Mr. Janjua said. 

The deficit soured to 7.5 per 
cent in I992.'993. exceeding 
targets by 1.5 per cent as (he 
governemm borrowed heavily 
to make up for profligate 
spending and flagging tux re- 
venues. 

"This is a tragedy." econom- 
ist Hafeez Pasha, commerce 
minister in Mr. Ourcshi's 
cabinet, said of the ordinance. 
"The desire is stil there to 
retain control and that's the 
problem." 

The ordinance returns the 


term of the governor from five 
to three years and empowers 
the government to appoint a 
new head of the bank within 
18U days from the signing of 
kbe ordinance. 

State Bank governor 
Mohammad Yaquh. whose 
outspokenness on fiscal and 
monetary problems has won 
widespread publicity in his 
three months in office, de- 
clined to comment. 

Mr. Pasha said the longer 
term of office and wider pow- 
ers granted to the governor 
under Mr. Qureshi's ordinance 
were probably the strongest 
section of the legislation. 

Mr. Yaqub said last smonth 
in an interview she did not 
regard the new-found auton- 
omy of the bank as a signal for 
confrontation with the govern- 
ment. 

"The bank is still the most 
autonomous in South Asia." 
Finance Secretary Oazi Ali- 
mulluh told a local newspaper. 

The bank had already begun 
to assert itself, for the first time 
in many years houncing che- 
ques presented by several of 
the four provincial govern- 
ments." Mr. Janjua said. 

The ordinance had resorred 
to the bank the power to 
change reserve requirements 
and to set liquidity ratios that 
were removed during nationa- 
lisation policies in the N7lte. 

It had been able to set limits 


BONN (R) — - The Bundes- 
bank. citing progress in con- 
trolling the growth of money 
supply and its fight against 
inflation, has hinted that it may 
have room to consider new 
cuts in its leading interest 
rates. 

Bundesbank President Hans 
Tietmever told the Welt Am 
Sonntag newspaper that infla- 
tion could fall below three per 
cent in 1994. 

Inflation in the former West 
Germany rose 0.1 per cent in 
December to stand m 3.6 per 
cent above year-earlier levels, 
according to earlier govern- 
ment data. 

“We expect to achieve a 
better result in 1994." Mr. 
Tietmeyer said. “We do not 
rule out that in the course of 
the year we will also have a two 
in front of the decimal point. 

"Our policy also includes the 
possibility of further interest 
rate cuts in the event that the 
expansion of money supply 
weakens." he added' 

The Bundesbank narrowed 
its target range for M3 money 
supply growth in 1994 to four- 
six per cent, despite exceeding 
the target for the past two 
years. Money supply growth is 
a leading indicator that mea- 
sures future inflationary 
trends. 

"We expea it to level out 
during the course of the year. 
We will then see which interest 


rate level is appropriate." Mr. 
Tictmcvcr said. 

Under pressure (»» show 
progress on t he economy 
ahead of this year’s 19 local, 
stale, national and European 
Parliameni elections, politi- 
cians renewed efforts to per- 
suade the central bank to move 
faster to lower rates. 

Friedhclm Om. economic 
expert from Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s Christian Demo- 
crats (CDU). said that in the 
face of soaring unemployment 
the Bundesbank should under- 
pin budding economic growth 
hy lowering key rates. 

“The inflation rate will fall. 
The Bundesbank’s manoeuvr- 
ing room in monetary policy is 
increasing so that the leading 
interest rates could be signifi- 
cantly lowered again." he said. 

The Bundesbank’s discount 
rate, its short-term lending 
rate, is currently 5.75 per cent, 
and the Lombard emergency 
lending rate is h.75 per cent. 

Mr. Tietmeyer. who took 
the helm of the centra! bank in 
October, said the Bundesbank 
had significantly lowered rates 
step-by-step last year, setting 
the stage for a recovery. 

"■Hie decision is no longer 
primarily one of monetary 
policy, but rather it rests with 
the companies themselves, in 
.wage contracts and labour 
costs, as well as in the realm of 
public finance." he said. 


"We must achieve the con- 
solidation of public finances, 
including the social sccuriiv 
system, by limiting spending." 
he added. 

The Bundesbank's concerns 
about the slate of public fi- 
nances were echoed hy Mr. 
Kohl’s junior coalition mem- 
ber Free Democrats (FDP). 
who see an enormous gap in 
the 1994 budget. 

"1 would not want to use (he 
word chaos, hut financial poli- 
cy is not very convincing at the 
moment." FDP economic 
spokesman Otto Lamhsdorff 
told German television. 

The OECD has said that the 
German economy was still suf- 
fering from recession hut 
should recover gradually from 
the second half of 1994’ 

"The main recessionary 
forces of the lust two years — 
rising labour costs, weak ex- 
port markets and high interest 
and exchange rates — continue 
to exert a restraining influence 
on the economy." the Paris- 
based economic forum said in a 
report. 

The economy is also having 
to adapt to a sharp tightening 
of fiscal policy. 

"Nevertheless, the current 
moderation of wage and price 
pressures and the ongoing eas- 
ing of monetary conditions are 
producing the basis for a gra- 
dual pick-up of growth from 
the second half of 1994 on.” it 


added. 

it predicted overall expan- 
sion in gross domestic product 
I GDP) of 0.8 per cent, with 
growth of 0.4 per cent in west 
German and 6.5 per cent in the 
smaller cast German eco- 


nomy. 

The economic upturn would 
be accompanied by lower infla- 
tion due to slowing wage 
growth, although higher taxes 
and public charges would exert 
upward pressure on prices in 
the near term. Inflation would 
slow to the central bank’s two 
per cent target by 1995. 

Consumption is likely to de- 
cline sharply for another year 
or so due to unemployment 
and declining real income. But 
this would improve once em- 
ployment began to recover in 
mid- 1994. 

“From mid- 1 994 onwards, 
overall inflation should start to 
decline rapidly and employ- 
ment to recover, thereby 
allowing real incomes and con- 
sumption to increase." it said. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment fOECD) predicted more 
cuts in German interest rates, 
which it said would lay the 
basis for a further easing 
throughout Europe. German 
short-term rates were seen fall- 
ing below four per cent by the 
end of 1994. 

It said the overshooting of u 
6.5 per cent target ceiling for 


M3 money supply growth fc, 
year was iargely due to hm 
public sector borrowing ^ 
high yields for the short-ten 
investments which are indu^ 
in M3. 

Exports are expected j 
grow only half as fast as 
keis this year due to "th 
lugged impact of past comp^ 
live losses.” 

Recovery would not 
momentum until 1995. wfo, 
these depressing influences q, 
exports should wane. It p r( 
dieted overall German econc, 
mic growth that year of two i 
2.5 per cent. 

"The main factor in stabiljy 
ing competitiveness will ^ 
continuing significant wap 
moderation, while profit 
should also be enhanced by the 
cumulative effects of labou 
shedding." 

Government moves for fiscal 
consolidation should have a 
positive effect in the long term 
by reducing policy uncertaiiuv 
ahd increasing investor confi. I 
dence. i 

The main risk to the forecast 
lay in the level of private con- 
sumption. which the OECD4 
said might not recover as 
quickly as expected due to 
continued uncertainty on the 
labour market. 

Further appreciation of the 
mark might also cause a slower 
upturn in exports and invest- 
ment than predicted. 


Kuwait targets lucrative personal investment 


pn state borrowing and to 
coordinate with the eove in- 


coordinate with the govern- 
ment whiel monetary policy 
could be approved by the 
board without reference to the 
government. 


OECD expects weak 
Japan economic growth 


TOKYO (R) — A rise in the 
yen shook the weak Japanese 
economy in 1993 and recovery 
prospects are poor as the cur- 
rency’s strength hits exports 
and consumption, the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OECD) has said. 

"Any recovery in economic 
activity is expected to be slow. 


with 1994 likely to register. -at 
best, very weak growth.” the 
Paris-based think-tank said in 
its twice-yearly Outlook. 

The OECD said growth in 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
— the size of the economy — 
could be well under one* per 
cent in 1994 and expansion of 
two per cent was unlikelv until 
1995. 

Corporate profits have fallen 
and the uncertain employment 
outlook may continue to 
weaken consumer spending in 
1994. the economic forum for 
24 top industrialised nations 
said. 

"With exports and invest- 
ment likely to remain depress- 
ed. and the stock-adiustmcnt 
process yet to be completed, 
the forces actine in favour of 


recovery are rather weak." it 
said. 

Japan's current account ba- 
lance of payments surplus 
should narrow slowly to 
around three per cent of GDP 
in 1994 and (995. compared 
with three to four per cent 
now. 

The OECD said it woudl be 
particularly difficult for Japan ■ 
to break out of the 
deflationary trend if firms start 
laying off workers. Companies 
are trying to hold on to work- ; 
ers through salary cuts and the j 
relocation of employees, with i 
help from governent subsidies. 

Steps towards deregulating 
markets and an enhanced role 
for the banking seaor in pro- 
viding financial* 1 help and more 
credit may help bring the re- 
cession to an end. 

These moves could he rein- 
forced when parliament passes 
a package of tax reforms 

Deregulation is likely to im- 
prove market access for fore- 
ign goods but is not expected 
to make to have an immediate 
impaa on Japan's econcomic 
growth or trade, the OECD 
said. 


Oman 
expects 
$782 m 
deficit in ’94 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti in- 
vestment firms reared in the 
cosy world of state fund man- 
agement plan an ambitious 
move into a personal invest- 
ment market dominated by 
foreigners. 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman ex- 
pects a deficit of 301 million 
riyals (about $782 million) in 
1994 or 17.4 per cent of its 
revenues, the official Omani 
.News Agency reported here 


tn the 1994 budget revenues 
are p rojected at 1.73 trillion 
riyals TM.49 billion) against 
1.71 billion riyals ($4.45 bil- 
lion) in 1993. the agency said, 
quoting official figures. 

Oil revenues were Estimated 
at 1.31 billion riyals fS3.4 bil- 
lion) or 76 per cent of total 
receipts. 

Expenditures for 1994 were 
expected to reach 2.03 billion 
riyals (S5.2S billion), against 
2.26 billion riyals (about $5.87 
billion), last year, with defence 
and security outlays accounting 
for 30 per cent. 

The 1993 budget had pro- 
jected a $1.14 billion deficit 
against $790 million in 1992. 
with last year’s higher figure 
linked to lower oil revenues. 


The firms will have to work 
hard to unlock even a part of 
the multibillion dollar treasure 
chest individual Kuwaitis have 
stockpiled over the years with 
foreign investment companies. 

The ratio of Kuwaiti private 
funds placed with foreign as 
against Kuwaiti firms is put by 
one Kuwaiti company at 100-1 . 

Die Kuwaiti companies say 
their trade record so far in 
managing private investors’ 
money is as good as anyone's 
and they have an advantage in 
being on the doorstep of their 
customers. Many of whom are 
very wealthy be any standards. 

About 25 commercial banks, 
state investment firms, insur- 
ance and property firms last 
month held their first exhibi- 
tion of financial products for 
individual Kuwaiti investors. 


The firms were promoting 
products including deposit 
accounts, currencies, gold, 
bonds, commodities, shares. 


mutual funds, property port- 
folios. insurance and time 


share plans. 

“It's probably too early to 
talk about! an active personal 
investment scene.” one banker 
said. 

"Buti there is a sense of* 
frustration and impatience 
with the emphasis on foreign 


management, because the 
Kuwaitis really do have the 
expertise and the necessary 
technical support to do it them-' 
selves." 

The companies say they 
want to boost public awareness 
of a growing range of Kuwaiti 
investment products being cre- 
ated to fulfil opportunities 
flowing from a gradual liber- 
alisation of the banking system 
and a modest revival in the 
stock exchange. 

Both developments have 
spurred by progress towards 
settlement of an 11 -year-old 
bad debt problem stemming 
from the 1982 collapse of an 
informal bourse and longstand- 
ing commercial losses 
worsened by Iraq's 1990-91 
occupation.. 

Bankers say money is start- 
ing to trickle back into the 
country as Kuwaitis seeking 
generous terms for early re- 
pathyment liquidate overseas 
assets to enter a settlement 
programme. 

Part of the firms’ challenge is 
to compete with foreign spe- 
cialists and fly in periodically 
from banking centres such as 
Bahrain or from Europe to 
visit Kuwaiti individuals whose 
total holding at home and 
overseas run to billions of dol- 
lars. 

No-one expects Kuwait's 
wealthy to shift large amounts 
to Kuwaiti managers right 
away, but Kuwaiti firms hope 
to attract funds from the less 
well-off plus some from the 
lightest Kuwaitis that could 


grow as a proportion of their 
holdings over time. 

One Kuwaiti firm sets a $10 
million minimum requirement 
for Kuwaiti investors seeking 
individual management. 

Yousef A1 Hassawi. general 
manager of state-owned 
Kuwait Foreign Trading Con- 
tracting and Investment Com- 
pany. (KFTCIC) said firms 
could easily double their pri- 
vate Kuwaiti funds under man- 
agement if only they made a 
concerted effort. 

“The first advantage wc 
have is performance compared 
to foreigners. Plus, we are very 
dose to our clients here they 
can come and see us anytime, 
physically we have an advan- 
tage." he said. “If companies 


ment of state reserves by other 
state investment companies do 
not help the image of the 
Kuwaiti institutions pursuing 
personal funds. 

Maha Al Ghuneim, senior 
vice president of portfolio 
management at KFTCIC. said 
some Kuwaitis shied away 
from Kuwaiti firms because of 
their 1980s performance and 


did not bother io inform them- 
selves about the competitive 
returns now available. 

“Most our investors have 
money with us as well as with 
international houses and if you 
don't perform they are not 
going to keep their money. Yet 
the amounts under manage- 
ment have been growing every 
year," she said. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY JANUARY 2, 1994 

By Thomas S Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: what they desire of you. so that 
Consider new interest thai you impress upon them that they 
appeal to you. Take time to come first with you. 


"uaqjprovide the right product I 
• thmk we'll see some Kuwaitis 


think we’ll see some Kuwaitis 
bringing: their funds to local 
companies. 

The competitive personal in- 
vestment marketplace is far 
removed from the sheltered 
realm of Kuwaiti public fi- 
nance. where state-owned or 
supported investment offices 
worked closely with the gov- 
ernment to manage its huge oil 
surpluses. 

Three large companies 
which played that role. 
KFTCIC, Kuwait Investment 
Company and Kuwait Interna- 
tional Investment Company, 
performed indifferently in the 
1980s, partly due to the 1982 
crash of an informal bourse 
built on post-dated cheques. 

Much-publicised allegations 
of corruption in the manage- 


rcally study them from all angles 
so that when you pul them into 
action your plan will be well- 
rounded and leave you an escape 
window. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Your finest. benefits tome 


ARIES: (March 21 io April 19) 
You are highly inspired now how 
to attain your greatest aspira- 
tions with relative ease. Follow 
through. Meet key people at 
interesting places and be your 
most charming self. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take over with kin how to "have 
greater security, happiness. Help 
them to help themselves. Be 
more progressive, get rid of 
whatever is old-fashioned and a 
unisance. 



GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Get in touch with associates in 
every sphere of your existence 
and talk over ideas and plan for 
the future. Be more successful at 
any project. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Much can be accom- 
plished now. so be sure to work 
diligently and also in cooperation 
wiih fellow associates. Exchancc 
good ideas 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2t)Thi.s 
can he a wonderfully happv day 
for you. Commercialise on' your 
social talents, see the right peo- 
ple. Then be off for the good 
times that you most appreciate. 

VIRGO: l August 22 to Scptcm- 
ner ^ 2 ) Be most devoted and 
loyal fn close ties now and do 


from progressive . aryl dynamic 
friends today.' so bef-sure to 
approach -them for ideas and 
cooperation in any project. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Tend strictly to 
money-making projects today 
and be particularly cooperative 
with associates who are practical. 
Also, impress higher-ups with 
your fine business acumen, 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) An ideal day to 
look into new system and outlets, 
make fine contacts that will mean 
greater prosperity in the early 
future for your success. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A particularly fine 
day for investigations that will 
give you the data you need at this 
time, but be selective, think big. 
Get out to cultural pursuits ib the 
evening. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Gel into friendly 
circles and those who an: truly 
louyl now so l hat you get good 
advice and ideas how to get akmg 
better with pannere. be more 
successful. 


PISCES: (February 2U to March 
20) If you get business affairs in 


order and get credit rating Writ- 
er. a bigwig will then riwvou the 


cr. a bigwjg will then giwyou the 
backing you need at ibis time, 
one who wields a good deal of 
influence in vour life. 


“I said honesty and truth are the most 
important things in a marriage.... 
but I was lying.” 


Andy Capp 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* by Hand AmoM and MIX* Arglrion 


Unscramble tbase four Jumbles, 
one teller to each scuam. to form 
four ordinal*.- words. 
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Now arrange mo cycled lenere to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the a&OM cartoon. 


PEOPLE WflUi.3 
LIKE TO KNC'JU 
MORE A BON- 
US' 


° l V 

3UL3 ( 

HCM rv 


TO KNOW 
HOMJ LONG 




I'LL BET YOU 
OCX T EVEN 




US than WHAT/" — ^ 
THEY SEE IN rY e « L i°J 
"THE PAPER’ ) 


WC'VE BEEN KNOW WHAT 
DOIN' OUR WE WORD 


Print answer here: 


[Answers tomorrow) 

Yaatwday's I RABBI BANDIT UMBER 

| Answer. Anotner name for this omrihofogot - 
A BIRD BRAIN 




STINT'LL 


C 7 * 


MEANS 1 


WHY SURE 'ASIDE FROM MEANING 
ANY OF TMS VARIOUS SMALL 
SANDPIPERS. AS THE DUNUN AND 
ACT09R0MAS MlNUTILLA IT MEANS 
AN ALLOTTED AMOUNT oR PtCc£ 
OF WORK . IT ALSO MEANS TO 


CUT SHORT. DISCONTINUE. CEASE 1 . J 
CHECK. STOP RESTRAIN, LIMIT, /-'L 


CHECK, STOP eesritAIN, LIMIT, 
RESTRICT LEAVE OFF DESlSt^OT 

HALT AND END/ r~~A Bfe' NT 






THE Daily Crossword by 


Harvey t Chow 


ACROSS 
1 Tquws trmau 


10 Pom in <£Mner 
i* ELn'wct 
15 

lOSitf 

17 a too tjetnwlng 


19 AlWsl 
70 SmaP giaur 

21 VaOrr 

22 ‘ i so 
24 Mealing 
38 Vem unn 

27 Mm w«»; 

28 Mots' n<*n* 

29 Coons e^j 
33 Inwl gas 
35 Vouch*) for 

arawK*: 

38 Attracts 
40broflc*n M 
41 C*-tSin Qr**k 
40 FlXnrJjton 

44 Anrou* Bute 

45 Hors — 

4fl Ooao*ss o* tn* 
Omm 

47 DonatM 
*9 Assarts yrlf^ut 
C*oa» 

53 Anchor rm. 
S5SuKto- 
58 — ef ■ bind 
57 Morrty wro~, 
W SBC* if out 
<J1 Pity cart 
K Npvadt My 
w Command 
64 Lmtmtn 

stack 



■■■ ana aaa 



11 Bn ernon ^ 
Owracw.n 

12 Slat* in ( 

OOSrt.vt way 
<3 Seeks ties 
18 Moocjnti {Jlan- 
23 wahosoeanj.n 
kng 

21 Scrotn Or VKk 
st an 

26 Pen ot CS& 

ft Cod ana o«, 

City m 
31 EmoKTri 


jUistcs 

AU/hjj/uM 

5tSocmy 

?5ymtw 
fits — 
SRacainiai 


9 Atht*nc vou 
10 Vld* 


33 Momori.,,.. 
rnwjj 

ft Branch*. 

Off 

“frWpttWoh 
« Chun* ar«a 

« Snort tacLats 

*5G«n#rai 
RoDwi — 

*0 Ceon ane Man 


YteUartfai/s Pont* SalwA 


nrafnH nnnn 

Rnmnr.HEH nn nnniT 


nnnSn nnR 


rimS uiinnki 

Qnnnno 



49 On* ditty, 

Mushaiow, 

50Ok»9« 

51 Enrpli 
57 HemspfM km 


53 At tWsptociP 
5< EngftahfMr - 
55 Aleutian MmA 
59 ConMa *tWt 
80 Taw* -cap-. 





The L ^ 


mcTfa* io mi - r- r 
ceniihe?>re:i' , ii* nv 
io war-end hi'i'k-u: 
ikcrcaw in Deccnr 
10 [lie prenou* hh ' 1 
Meanwhile, 'pea: 
German lnxere-: re.' 
|W 4 . abounded U 


pant Home >jle 
“November Bui. 


'b affect *>n l 


“HWinev Thur'd.i 
against the pound 
























JuKDW MMIs. \lu\|t^. I .^1 \KN 3. »'»‘>4 


W4MAM '■INAHClAi MARKBT ; 

HOOSIW BAPK CCltTEB AHHMi . CIMnSM, I 

•nXXfHOSS, *1,0170 / 

OKMinP KMWiT WWM „ lcs LI3T 01/0I/1M, 


IIP 


conronr’s- (tM* 


rRCV - OPESJ«B CLnsiiiC 
vot»« cwHijnc pu:ct rpjcE 
JO PMC* 



WKAN WkW PCM IKVKSTMEJCT 

nuxMnmik xjnnwrwwr bank. 

JORUM nooi IHSURMKC 
MU XtRGRUTKMAL ISSUMHCE 

JOROMZM ELECTRIC POO 
mu outxicr electricity 
JOBUUt nn«ML SflimK UHBS 

JORDAN TOmi I3H L SPA CCMPLEZ 
wnca t W OtOLIO SECURITIES 

JOROM ZNTUMlTlMAL TRAOIHS COTTER 
■*?j***gl a ” I . F ~ a £lrT1> ” 1 KMMWiWICI 

30*0** PRESS rOOMOKTIOH J UJDS'I 
Wlltu MOO LE BUT ft CSMOOOR* HOTELS 

I NVESTMENT- t KOOCATTON 

THE Jt*nAN moanr facto nits 
JtHDM MWQPMATE MIKES 
SOMME PETAOLEtm RRPIHAAP 
HOCEJ M IKDa STHIEa 

•at IHOtBTH lAL COmgHCTAL 1 AGRICULTURAL 
amh yww aagrriCAL UAMiPAcnwins 

ARU CBBUQU. PE I AHLAK^A JKOKTRIES 

spuaran s weavias 

RAFZA ZKDOSnUEE 

PAR AL PAHA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT A IKERNATIOHAL TRADE 
ARM AUmiKIBH UniUTMT 
AMS PAPER CONVERTING ft TRADING 
■KODAK ROOWOOL INDUSTRIES 
M1VEKSAL CHEMICAL XSOOSTHnffl 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES E HATOL/JIMCO 
JOSOAM PRECAST RMCRETE I NTXJSTRY 
NATIO NAL CA BLE ft MIRE KANDFACTURIPC 
ARAB CENTER FOR PBARH. A CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KNOUT OB. FOR ACR1 ■ ft PDOO PMD. 

numra sjmsn t u r 

ONZVEHSAL HOOBRB INDUSTRIES 


NO. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
TRAMD VOLUME IK THE PARALLEL fflUIT 


i 1013100 

f JO 1-SSS tSi 


Financial 

Markets 


Iordan Times 

■b co-obc ration with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


-' ! >Jherio. : 

t'Mu; ft 

no* 

t -'ur m . 
Ai:h p, ij, 



„■ ‘n:* - i, l — 


in- 
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Foreign Exchange Market 
Summary 

(December 27 - December 31, 1993) 

AMMAN — The dollar appreciated substantially against all 
other major currencies at the end of last week. It ended 2.57 
per cent higher against the mark. 1 .76 per cent higher against 
sterling, while appreciating 1.06 per cent against the yen. 

The U.S. unit rose against the mark and yen Monday, while 
it depreciated slightly against sterling. The negative impact of 
the Japanese prime minister's remarks the previous Friday, in 
which he didn't give concrete plans to boost the Japanese 
economy, continued to depress Tokyo stock prices, which in 
turn contributed to the dollar's appreciation against yen. In 
addition, a 6.9 per cent decline in Japan's November Retail 
Sales, after a 5.5 per cent decline in October, contributed to 
dollar's appreciation against the yen. 

Meanwhile. Japan's Construction Orders fell 16.1 per cent 
in November, while Industrial Output grew by 1.8 per cent 
compared to the previous month. The dollar ended the day 
below I11.5H yen. however, after it faced stiff resistance at 
that level. 

The dollar witnessed a temporary relapse Tuesday, it 
appreciated slightly during trading hours after the release of a 
.positive U.S. Consumer Confidence Teport. which showed an 
increase to 80.2 per cent in December compared to 71.9 per 
cent the previous month. But the dollar started to retreat due 
to year-end booksquaring. A report indicating a 0.8 per cent 
decrease in December U.S. department store sales compared 
to the previous month had no effect on the dollar. 

Meanwhile, speculation that the Bundesbank might reduce 
German interest rates during its council meeting on Jan. 6. 
1994. abounded, together with speculation concerning the 
exdiange rate policy that the U.S. administration might follow 
' with Japan. Rafter "the criticism that- some- eTits. officials 
expressed towards Japan's compliance with the U.S.-Japan 
trade framework. 

In a low volume market, the dollar appreciated substantially 
against other major currencies Wednesday. The dollar 
appreciated in part due to stop loss buying after it had 
breached 1.7170 marks. In addition, demand for dollar as a 
safe haven currency increased after Bulgaria expelled and 
Germany refused entry to the Russian ultra nationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky. “The dollar also appreciated after the 
U.S. Index of Leading Indicators rose 0.5 per cent and 
Existing Home Sales weVe reported to have risen 2.9 per cent 
in November. But. the dollar faced resistance at 111.80 yen 
due to dealers’ worry about conrinued dollar appreciation and 
its affect on U.S. -Japan trade relations. 

The dollar conrinued its appreciation against other major 
currencies Thursday, to close at its highest levels of the week 
against the pound and the yen. 

Meanwhile, most dealers' expectations were that the dollar 
will continue its appreciation against other major currencies in 
• 1994 due tothe relative growth in the U.S. economy compared 
to the rest of the industrialised world. The dollar closed at 
1.7355 marks and 111. S3 yen. while sterling closed at 1.4762 
dollars. 

In quiet trading Friday, the dollar continued its appreciation 
against the mark, while stabilising against sterling and rhe yen. 
The dollar's appreciation against the mark was primarily 
attributed to rhe verv low trading volume. The dollar, thus 
ended the year at 1.7382 marks and 1 11-83 yen. while sterling 
ended it at 1.4770 dollars. 

•tow York Closing Rates for Major Currencies Against tbe 


Currency 

i — : 

24 n 2 '93 

Close 

31/12/93 

Close 

Percent 

Change 

Sterling Pound 

1.5034. 

7 . 4770 

n .7614 

Deutsche Mark 

1 

1 . 7382 

12.57)8 

Swiss Franc 

1.432& | 

1.4&S0 

(5.71)4 

French Franc 

5. 7*90 

5.9190 

12.53)4 

Japanese Yen 

MO. *5 

. 111. S3 1 

U. 06H 


Currency 


|-MnQlhi%l 

~3,37 .3.61 3.10 3.66 

Sterling Pound * s.u 5.38 5.12 


Ifllcrtenk hW iMn f«r mmi* nmIn « >■ 

Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate BuDwtin . .. 

Date: "/ 1 ■ 1994 


I Currency ” 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 



Offer 


0.1060 


1.0449 


0.406b 


£ 

0 

.1144 


0 

.6324 


Saudi Arabia slashes spending in *94 budget 

Expenditure cut by 20%; determination seen to defend riyal 

MANAMA (R) — Saudi A ra- The Saudi finance minister would add fi> government • lion riyal*. ($7.4 billion) but rhe market had affected revenue. But analysts — calculating 


MANAMA (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia. pressured by falling oil 
prices and international critic- 
ism that its finances unveiled too 
much on debt, has unveiled a 
balanced 1994 budget cutting 
spending by a big 20 per cent. 

Economists .struggled Sun- 
day to descipher the budget 
and figure out whether weak 
oil prices and continued press- 
ure to spend would enable the 
government to meet its ambi- 
tious target. 

But they said King Fahd at 
least had made clear he would 
defend the Saudi riyal despite 
the speculative pressure it has 
faced since critical ■ Western 
news stories surfaced in Au- 
gust. 

*'At least the king put his 
signature to the- no - 
devaluation." one banker in 
Saudi Arabia commented. 


The Saudi finance minister 
and the governor of the Saudi 
Arabian "Monetary Agency had 
said in November there would 
be no devaluation. To have the 
royal prestige added to this 
Statement made bankers sit up 
and take notice. 

Saudi riyal interbank deposit 
rates, which hud been pushed 
well above comparable dollar 
rates over the past several 
months, immediately came off 
Sunday, and the spot riyal 
strengthend ns well although 
banks in- Europe and New 
York were closed. 

"We will preserve the value 
of- the riyal without any. 
changes, that is what I- want to 
stress on this occasion.” the 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
quoted the king as saying. 

The King also banned" the 
signing of new contracts which 


would add ft> government 
obligations in 1994 — a step 
which amid conceivably be cir- 
cumvented by government 
agencies borrowing for pro- 
jects hut which showed deter- 
mination to cut. 

SPA did not give a full 
breakdown of the budget but 
said spending would fall to 160 
billion' rivals ($442.67 billion I 
from last year's budgeted 
196.95- billion (S52.52 billion). 

it also projected revenues at 
160 billion rivals. 

•An 'earlier reading of the 
mass of Arabic .decrees and 
reports bad suggested a deficit 
of. 4.5 billion rivals ($1.2 bil- 
lion)..- though it appeared that 
this referred to a deficit in the 
budget for municipalities and 
the water department only. 

Last year the government 
budgeted a deficit of 27.8 bil- 


lion riyals (57.4 billion) but the 
kingdom is particularly sensi- 
tive to the fortunes of the oil 
market. . 

Seventy-five percent of gov- 
ernment revenue comes from 
oil. SPA said in a paragraph 
talking about the effect of oil 
prices in 1993. On close rading 
it was not clear whether this 
referred to a specific year or 
the public revenues in general. 

SPA has not yet revealed, as 
it has sometimes done in the 
past. 1993's actual spending, 
revenue and deficit figures. 

But with the fall in oil prices 
analysts believe the deficit may 
have swelled well beyond the 
$7.4 billion budgeted figure to 
at least SJI) billion and possibly 
as much as $15 billion. 

The king admitted that 
world economic situation and 
the excess of oil supplies to the 


But he said: "We expect this 
situation (weak oil prices) to 
change not at a very far date. 
God willing, if all oil producing 
states cooperate.. We aspire to 
this." 

Britain and Norway have 
made clear they do not intend 
to cooperate in any cuts, 
however, and analysts were 
uncertain as to whether to read 
into this a forecast that Saudi 
policy might soften and 'prices 
rise. 

The .anaysts said prices 
would almost certainly have to 
rise substantially from current 
depressed levels ro be able to 
reach the 1994 targets. SPA 
did m reveal the oil price 
assumptions on which the 
budget is based. 


Bui analysts — calculating 
the cost of production, oil set 
aside for barter trade, sub- 
sidies given to local consump- 
tion and adding in sales of 
condensates — sav it appeared 
to be based on a price for Arab 
Light crude of somewhere 
around $ I4-S1 6/barrel. 

Arab Light ended 1993 at 
$10.70 per barrel, and for 
prices to rise by more than $3 
on average during the year 
would imply Brent crude aver-' 
aging more rhan $16. well 
above the $13-$ 15 range with 
which traders have begun to 
feel comfortable. 

“It’s going to be hard to 
meet this budget with high 
subsidies, high population 
growth and low oil prices." an 
analvst said. 









THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE. 
THE RELIABLE 


MCKMG. AM FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS. 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




Only 

* The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


7 fir Be.il Oriental hood in Town 
THE 






Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520- 


The Inn Plate to be 



RESTAURANT 


- Chinese , Thai, Philllpino 
Indonlsian & Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One in 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 


12XM-3-.30p.rn 
6--30-11:30p.m 
(7daysa wefek) 



2 nd Circle. Jabal Amman 
Opposiie French luaf 

Tel- 653482 . 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SER VICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JABAL LWEIBDEH ' 
AMMAN - JORDAN - 


r, ins.**:*** ro « 


Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand iiuiei st^le . 


Merry Christmas 
& happy new year 
Enjoy our. sp. menue 
on Christmas day 
lunch 

Christmas, Carols 
played on the piano 

Tel. 680093/4. 

Fa* 823864 

Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan . 



TALK OF THE TOWN 




Open Nflhty Fm 9 M V M to 3 M AJI 
Excapt Sunday From 4 JO PM k> 3 J 0 AJI 
Tuesday C l os a d 

Tel -.685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeisanr 


AtNcGACoBarls 

SELECT HOTEL 


One visit wffl nuns yon 
a steady, we believe!!! 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 918214 

Come andlasteour 
specialities 

Open daily 1 2:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 ■ Midnight . 


(dSawfaS 

\ INN / 

QesUurant u* Tbpas 

Tebel Amman, ?rd circle 
. Tel. 61 50 61 . 




L^^BTFT 


Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from aU (jraa! re- 
gional cuisine 
styles oi China. 


Open dafly lor 
lunch & dinner 
T*e iwj wrien 
Jabal Ai Hussein 




CreBlIJO.UDAixCO-i&in&t 


Take away is available 

Shat AhArab Street 
Urn Uthainah Com m erc ial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 
8 acc lusted Always ixvtd 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahbyyah Girls School ■ 

TahamqqrbMnBaUa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 630908 





Daily Lunch 
Set 

.Vi f ■ 


. ,X ' .> , 

. - ; v ■< v ■ 



— Parole ...... 

Ai;donr. • Jordan aupvrmarte! HI. DC. 
iM.di’cor Tel; 824677 


AVIS 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sizm 30 % larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


The Rnt data Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-2 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


UADWTEL 

,|j£<|l|la 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatrlateaend 
Businessmen 


A fystauront ‘With 
9bt Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

■ RESTAURANT 
JABAL A I M A M HU N T C WU 
OPPOSITE THE Ma EMBASSY TEL. «SaOS 


Soft fie Alcoholic Drinks. 

g Also 

^ Take-Away Service 


2=5 . /hu ft? s* / 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons ■ 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel.- 659519 659520 

Happy Hour 

At 


I 1 


From 6 to 8 pm. 
One drink free for 
each drink 

plrasc call for reservation) 
Te! 6SV67I/2 - 666141) 
Shmeisnni - Xcxt !o 
Sight &. Sound 


exotic 




KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL mSHAM INT^NAmEJALTOURS Tel;698180 7 698181 
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New year brings fears of 
more violence in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — A grim 
now year has brought fresh 
bouts of shelling of besieged 
Sarajevo, a threat of a new 
offensive in central Bosnia and 
suerpstilious fears that 1994 
wiii not end the violence. 

Bosnian government leaders 
predicted their forces would 
soon make a push to capture 
central Bosnia's ■autenic Las- 
va Valley if Croats there could 
no! be persuaded to leave with- 
out a fight. 

Sarajevo's first habv of the 
new year was a boy and 
according to local superstition 
this means the city will face 
another year of war in 1994. 

Hospital authorities said 50- 
year-old Zejreka Dzafovic. the 
wife of a police officer, gave 
birth to a boy of four kg (nine 
pounds! on the evening of Jan. 
I . 

The gloomy superstition 
attached to the birth of a boy 
as the new year's first baby 
stems from Sarajevo's unset- 
tled history over the past cen- 
tury. In 1914. the assassination 
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
in the city led to World War i. 

Over the new year weekend, 
the dty was hit by shells that 
wrecked homes and damaged a 
United Nations peacekeepers' 


headquarters. 

At least five people died and 
more than 40 were wounded 
Friday and Saturday as Serb 
gunners kept up their 21- 
month siege of the dty. 

A 7fl-year-o(d woman was 
buried in rubble after two 
shells landed in quick succes- 
sion in a residential neighbour- 
. hood. When rescuers moved 
her. amidst chocking dust, skin 
flopped from a head wound to 
reveal bare skull . 

As dust settled, neighbours 
searched frantically for the 
wounded. 

“May the Serbs and their 
children suffer the same hell.” 
said Karmen Bozic. a resident 
of the building where the in- 
jured woman was found. 

"I go to church every day to 
pray for everybody in the city. 
I think that's the only thing 
that saved me.” 

U.N. sources said new' year 
celebrations by peacekeepers 
were interrupted Saturday 
shortly after midnight when ait 
artillery round hit their build- 
ing on a wind Biuik-'.inJ known 
as sniper alley because it is 
exposed to gunfire. 

Part of the building was des- 
troyed but no one was injured. 

c~- mer p r ench President 


Valery Giscard D'Estaing. on 
a visit to Sarajevo, said he had 
suggested several options to 
hasten a peace settlement in a 
meeting with Bosnian Presi- 
dent Alija Izetbcgovic. 

“f have given him some 
proposals, which Mr. Izctbcgo- 
vjc said he would consider, 
which would lead to a quicker 
peace." 


Mr. Giscard D'Estaing. who 
heads the French parliament's 
Foreign Affairs Committee, 
refused to elaborate. 

In the ski resort of Pale, near 
Sarajevo, the Bosnian Serbs' 
self-styled parliament post- 
poned debate on the latest 
peace tatks until Jan. 1(1. a few 
days before the warring parties 
are due to reconvene in Gene- 


va. 


Parliamentary speaker 
Momcilo Krajisnkt. quoted by 
the Serbian Radio Pristina', 
said there would be no more 
concessions to the Muslims, 
who rejected the latest Bosnia 
carvc-up plan. 


”1 hope that... an agreement 
will be reached, but if the 
fundamentalist and militant 
forces in the Muslim camp do 
not allow this, nothing remains 
for us than to defend our 


land." 

The Yugoslav State News 
Agency. Tanjug. quoted Bos- 
nian Serb army sources as 
saying Muslim forces attacked 
their positions in the Ozren 
area south of (he northern 
town of Doboj overnight. 

Bosnian Vice President Ejup 
Ganic made clear that his 
forces were not ready to stop 
fighting yet and said the Mus- 
lims meant to wrest control of 
the rich Lasva River Valley 
from rebel Croats in 1994. by 
force of arms or negotiation. 

The Lasva Valley runs wesi 
from Novi Travnik through 
Vitcz to Busovaca in central 
Bosnia. Muslim forces have 
surrounded about 65.000 
Croats in the area for more 
than six months. 

The Bosnian government 
wants the valley to secure its 
hold on central Bosnia and to 
provide living space for hun- 
dreds of thousands of Muslims 
refugees driven from their 
homes by Serb and Croat 
forces. 

Muslim forces also want to 
capsuie a huge explosives fac- 
tory in Vitez. to be used as parr 
of a home-gTOwn munitions 
industry to circumvent an in- 
ternational arms embargo. 


Mexico ‘worried’ after talks fail to halt uprising 


TUXTLA GUTIERREZ. 
Mexico (AFP) — Mexico's 
southern Chiapas state govern- 
ment said Sunday dialogue had 
failed to quell a "revolt by Indi- 
ans who seized control of five 
towns Saturday, killing at least 
six policemen. 

In an official communique 
the government said it consi- 
dered the situation "wor- 
rying.” 

It said the Indians — from a 
previously unknown group 
calling itself the Zapatista 
National Liberation Army 
(EfcLN) — had been infil- 
trated by “individuals with ob- 
vious paramilitary capacities.” 
At the outset it had described 
them only as Indian peasants. 

The group “has a powerful 
arsenal of weapons" and its 
members are wearing a uni- 
form of “green pants and 
coffee-coloured shirts with red 
and black insignia” and “call- 
ing themselves liberation 
forces.’* the communique 
added:- 

According to the local gov- 


eminent, residents of the 
“occupied” towns — San Cris- 
tobal De Las Casas. Ocosingo. 
Altamirano, Las Margaritas 
and Chanal — denounced the 
fact that "several Catholic 
priests and their deacons, sup- 
porters of Liberation theology, 
have joined the rebels and are 
assisting them with the San 
CristobaL Diocese's radio sys- 
tem." 


Gonzalez declared during an 
inspection visit to the state that 
San Cristobal, a city of 80.000 
inhabitants, was under siege 
following an EZLN -imposed 
curfew there, Mexican televi- 
sion and radio reported. 


The estimated 200-300 
EZLN rebels — who took 
name from Emiliano Zapata, 
an Indian leader and hero of 
the 1910 Mexican Revolution 
— were also in contact with 
“the Revolutionary Peasant 
Workers-People's Union Party 
and the Poor People's Party,” 
the local government said. 


Federal Deputy Interior 
Minister Ricardo Garcia called 
on peasants in the state to 
remain calm and to settle their 

E roblems by legal means, the 
(exican News Agency. 
Notimex, reported. 

' Interior Minister Parrocinio 


Pakistan, India begin 
talks on Kashmir dispute 


ISLAMABAD (R> — Pakis- 
tan said talks with India on the 
explosive issue of disputed 
Kashmir began Sunday on a 
serious note as Islamabad cal- 
led on Delhi to end what it 
calls repression in the Indian- 
ruled part of the state. 

Western diplomats said they 
expected scant progress in the 
talks Sunday and Monday that 
end an lS-month hiatus in 
negotiations between the two 
old enemies and for the first 
time tackle head on the dispute 
over divided Kashmir. 

“The talks have started on a 
note of seriousness." a Foreign 
Ministry statement said after 
the first of four sessions on 
Sunday morning between the 
>op diplomats of the two coun- 
tries. 

"The talks have so far fo- 
cused on Kashmir." the minis- 
try said. “In the firs; round the 
known positions of the two 
sides have been reiterated." 

Pakistan: Foreign Secretary 
Shaharyar Mohammad Khan 
and his Indian counterpart. 
J.N. Dixit, sat down after 
meeting President Farooq 
Ahmad Khan Leghari, who 
urged India to "end repression 
in (Indian) occupied Kash- 
mir". a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

He quoted Mr. Leghari as 
saying that India's alleged rep- 
ression had assumed grave 
proportions as it tried to crush 
a four-year revolt in the two- 
thirds of Kashmir ruled bv New 
Delhi. 

Pakistan controls the re- 
maining third of the territory. 


over which the neighbours 
have fought two of their wars 
since independence from Bri- 
tain in 1947. 

Mr. Leghari told Mr. Dixit 
Pakistan Wanted a peaceful 
solution to the dispute, which 
he said was the core problem 
between the two. 

For the first time, the issue 
of Kashmir was formally on the 
agenda. 

Islamabad wants the pre- 
dominantly Muslim Kashmiris 
to decide in 3 U.N.-mandated 
plebiscite whether to join Isla- 
mic Pakistan or secular but 
Hindu-majority India. 

Some militant groups fight- 
ing Delhi's rule in Jammu and 
Kashmir. India's only Muslim 
majority slate, want to reunite 
both parts of Kashmir as an 
independent state. 

Pakistan repeated its de- 
mand that India create condi- 
tions propitious to the search 
for a peaceful solution to the 
dispute. 

"Pakistan has also under- 
lined... the necessity for an end 
to the Indian repression in 
Kashmir for the creation of 
such conditions." the Foreign 
Ministry said. 

After the first round. Mr. 
Dixit and Mr. Shaharyar flew 
to Karachi to meet Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto, who 
was holding a special cabinet 
meeting. A second round was 
to be held in the evening. 

The talks needed to show 
positive results, the Associ- 
ated Press of Pakistan (APP) 
quoted Ms. Bhutto as telling 
Mr. Dixit. 


Happy New Year 

Jordanian Hospitality Is Our Business 
The company of San Rock International 
Restaurants and Hotels proudly launch 
■their first tourist investment project in 
Jordan — the land of giving and the oasis 
of stability, security and touristic heritage. 
And congratulates the Jordanian people 
on the new year, wishing them further 
progress and prosperity 
under the Hashemite leadership. 
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Although Sunday's official 
government communique 
announced that at least six 
policemen had been killed and 
an unspecified number of peo- 
ple injured in the revolt. Mex- 
ican Radio reported at least 10 
deaths and Notimex spoke of 
11 injured policemen. 

Three Chiapas state bishops 
— Monsignor Samuel Ruiz of 
San Cristobal De Las Casas. 
Monsignor Felipe Aguiree of 
Tapachula and Monsignor 
Felipe Arizmendi of Tuxtla 
Gutierrez — have offered to 
mediate between the Mexican 
government and the EZLN. 


Bishop Ruiz said the offer 
was made to avoid a blood- 
b^h, but government had 
not yet "decided whether to 
negotiate or to intervene mili- 


tarily. 

The rebels had already 
shown “goodwill" by allowing 
the evacuation of 120 foreign 
tourists from San Cristobal, 
the bishop said, who is known 
for his actions in favour of 
human rights, particularly for 
Indians. 

The rebel Indians distri- 
buted a “declaration of war" 
against the government and 
the army Saturday, in which 
they said: “We arc aware that 
the war we are declaring is an 
extreme measure, but it is jus- 
tified." 

The EZLN called on all In- 
dian tribes in Chiapas state to 
rally to the uprising to con- 
demn "the dictators who have 
been leading a war of geno- 
cide” against native peoples 
“for many years.*' 

“We will not halt our com- 
bat until the fundamental 
needs of our people are satis- 
fied,** the EZLN declaration 
said. 

The revolt is the first of its 
kind in Mexico for 20 years. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


French law on nationality comes into force 


PARIS (AFP) — With the New Year, reforms to France’s law- 
on nationality came into force, ending the automatic granting of 
French nationality to children bom in France of foreign parents. 
Under the new- legislation, such children will now have to apply 
for French citizenship between the age of Iband 21. The change 
in the law was voted bv a majority of parliament last July and is 
part of a package of measures aimed at strictly controlling 
immigration. These included a restriction to the right of asylum, 
which required a change in the constitution. From now on 
France is not obliged to examine requests for asylum if they have 
already been considered and refused by another member nation 
of the European Community (EC) signatory to the Schengen 
accords on abolishinz frontier controls. 


French minister slams Zhirinovsky 


PARIS |R) — European Affairs Minister Alain Lamassourc 
Sunday warned that France would nut tolerate :he sort of 
provocative statement* made h\ Russian uitr.i-nationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky against European nation*. Interviewed 
on France 2 Television. Mr. Lamassourc stopped short of 
saying France would refuse an entry visas to Mr. Zhmnovsfcy, 
who ha* said he plam to vi*n the country next month. “We 
cannot tolerate the tv pc of vt. it email* nude K Monsieur 
Zhinm»\*ky ." the minister *.nd It he voimnue* to issue such 
statement* ! cannot see how we could welcome him in 
France " 


Aristide urges 'resistance' to military 


PORT-AU-PRINC E. Main i.\Pj — Haitian must do more to 
resist the Haitian military am) »*.s allies, exiled President 
Jcan-Bcrtrand Aristide said in a radio address to his home- 
land. "We arc on the road of resistance . mobilisation and 

resistance everywhere." Mr Aristide *.nd Saturday. "The 
year has to change gear* so ;hji the car of democracy will run 
moreswilTlv home " Mr. Aristide. Haiti's first democratically 
elected leader gave :hv speech to mark M.u’i'* pxtth 
anniversary ol independence I nun I i.hhc. 


5 Chinese found murdered in Spain 


VALENCIA. Spam (Ri — Foe people found slaughtered in 
Chinese restaurant in the Spanish resort town of Gandia may 
have been the victims of a Chinese gang, police said Sunday. 
The woman owner of the restaurant had had her throat 
slashed, while four waiters had probably- been killed with an 
axe. police said Police said they believe the five may have 
been largcftcd in revenge killings by a Chinese gang involved 
in smucclmg illegal immicrants into Spam. 


Top Moscow mobster gunned down 


MOSCOW ( R i — A "mafia" mobster who terrorised Moscow 
businessmen was assassinated early Friday, apparently by rival 
gangsters. ITAR-TASS news agency said. The 411-year-old 
man. known only a* Frol, was brought to hospital in Kupavna 
cast of Moscow overnight, riddled with bullet*, and died Mime 
hours later. T-\SS said he wjs the head of the Russian 
Balashikha ca.Tg wh*vh had dashed frequently w»ih u rival 
"mafia" from the Caucasus Mountains, the Chechens. It .said 
details were not yet known, but according to preliminary 
information from the Police Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment. the Chechens were probably responsible. Two people 
had hecn killed in recent clashes between the gangs. "In ihc 
opinion of the investigators, this murder could lead to a Jot 
more bloods scttlme of accounts'. " TASS si:d 


ti 




A Sarajevan carries a wood burning stove to his house through a snow-covered old Muslim cemet- 
ery in the outstkirts of Sarajevo (AFP photo) _ 


Anglo-Irish peace plan seen in crisis 


DUBLIN (R) — An Anglo- 
Irish plan to bring peace to 
Northern Ireland appeared 
dose to collapse Sunday after a 
carefully planned surge in 
guerrilla violence by the IRA 
and hardline statements from 
its political arm. Sinn Fein. 

Republican sources said 
attacks on both the political 
and military fronts appeared to 
herald a formal rejection of the 
initiative in coming weeks un- 
less the British and Irish gov- 
ernments backed down and 
made major concessions. . 

Martin McGuinness. a top 
Sinn Fein official, said in re- 
marks published Sunday that 
the plan was flawed because it 
failed publicly to commit Bri- 
tain withdrawing from the pro- 
vince it partitioned from Ire- 
land seven decades ago. 

“Our position remains what 
it has been in the past, the 
British should be out of here in 
the lifetime of a parliament, 
within five years,** Mr. 
McGuinness told the Dublin 
Sunday Business Post. 

He said it would take three 
weeks before Sinn Fein gave its 
formal response to the Dec. 15 
Anglo-Irish plan and repeated 
demands for direct calks on it, 
which both Britain and Ireland 
have repeatedly ruled out. 

Mr. McGuinness was careful 
not to explidtly dismiss the 
initiative by Prime Minisiers 
John Major of Britain and 
Albert Reynolds of Ireland but 
his language was the most dis- 
missive Sinn Fein has used 
since Dec. 15. 

“What answer do I give to 


an IRA man or woman who 
asks me — does this declara- 
tion signal the end to British 
rule in Ireland?" Mr. McGuin- 
ness asked. 

His remarks, coupled with a 
weekend firebomb blitz by the 
IRA — the Irish Republican 
Army — in Belfast and the 
killing of a British soldier in a 
sniper attack last Thursday 
marked a clear Republican 
hardening. 

Republican sources said 
IRA guerrilla fighting to drive 
Britain from the province 
have derided to step up attacks 
to inflame British public opin- 
ion and provoke withdrawal 
from Northern Ireland. 

“Wc'rc going to sec more of 
these attacks. The idea is to get 
the British to throw up their 
hands and say let's get out of 
Northern Ireland for good. 
“You'll see a lot more attacks 
on British soldiers," one Re- 
publican source said. 

Hie sources said a renewed 
bombing assault on targets in 
mainland Britain could not be 
ruled out os part of the strategy 
to put domestic pressure on 
John Major. 

The firebomb blitz, which 
caused millions of pounds of 
damage to shops, was part of 
the same strategy because Brit- 
ish taxpayers would foot the 
bill for compensation. 

Mr. Major and Mr. 
Reynolds said in the Downing 
Street Dedaration, named af- 
ter Mr. Major’s official Lon- 
don residence, that Sinn Fein 
could join political talks once 
the IRA laid down its arms. 


The British prime minister 
told parliament hours after the 
dedaration was unveiled that it 
was no threat to the United 
Kingdom because it did not 
meet Sinn Fein demands for a 
commitment to unification or 
even joint Anglo-lnsh rule of 
Northern Ireland. 


“If... the British government 
are saying our private position 
is the same as our public posi- 
tion, that articulated in the 
House of Commons after the 
dedaration was made, then 
f’m afraid the prospects of the 
declaration as far as Republi- 
cans arc concerned, to say the 
least, are worthless," Mr. 
McGuinness said. 

The declaration s?id Irish 
people from north and south 
should have a say in the future 
of their island but gave the 
Protestant majorty in Northern 
Ireland a veto over any moves 
towards unification with Ire- 
land. 


Mr. McGuinness said Bri- 
tain should pressure Protestant 
unionist politicians who want 
to maintain 300-year-old links 
with Britain to end their 
opposition to reuniting Ire- 
land. 

"That is the key to unlocking 
the door," he said. 

"The British have to become 
the persuaders. They have to 
become wholeheartedly in- 
volved in a campaign to per- 
suade the unionists chat their 
best interests lie in the context 
of a totally changed situation 
from what they have known in 
the past." 


S. Africa killings cloud start of 1994 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Gunmen, ignoring appeals for 
tolerance and national rccon- 
dliation. killed at least eight 
blacks in South Africa in scat- 
tered attacks on the first day of 
1994. police said Sunday. 


Five men and a woman were 
killed in attacks Saturday in 
Johannesburg's satellite 
townships of Tokoza and Kat- 
lehong. Police spokeswoman 
Lieutenant Janine Smith said 
most had been shot hut one 
man had been strangled and 
burned. 


blacks and wounded two in an 
attack on a squatter camp 
Saturday. In another Durban 
incident, a 22-year-old man 
wa^ injured in an explosion in a 
minibus taxi. 

The killings blighted the 
start of the year that will usher 
in multi-racial democracy and 
end 350 years of white domina- 


Gunmcn in the eastern port 
of Durban shot dead three 


non. 

Political analysts say the first 
few months of 1994 could he 
even more violent than 1993 
because of the uncertainty be- 
fore the first all-race elections 
on April 27. 

President F. W. Dc Klerk 
appealed on New Year's Eve 


for an end to the cycle of 
violence in which more than 
13.000 people have been killed 
since he unbanned black 
opposition groups and began 
dismantling apartheid in 
February. 1990. 

“We must do more to bring 
it to an end." Mr. De Klerk told 
a nation mourning four people 
killed by black gunmen at a 
Cape Town pub just before 
midnight Thursday and more 
than 3.200 other victims of 
political violence in 1993. 

He urged tolerance and 
national reconciliation, saying 
1994 would be the start of a 
new era in South Africa. 


U.S. knew of PoWs in Laos — report 


WASHINGTON 1 API - 
Newly declassified document* 
show the United Stares had 
information that suggested 
some downed American pilots 
being held prisoners in Laos 
were not released at the end of 
the Vietnam W'ar. the 
Washington Post reported in 
Sunday's editions. 

The Dcfcnec Department 
officially lists 333 Americans as 
missing in action in Laos. Most 
of them probably were killed 
when their aircraft crashed, 
and others may have been kil- 
led by the pro-Communist 


Pat he t Lao forces. 

Officially, only two U.S . 
fliers arc known to have been 
held by Par hot Lao rebels, and 
the Pentagon believes both 
men ('ol. Charles Shelton and 
L.t. Col. David Hrdlicka — 
died in captivity in the PWls. 

But 50U reels of microfilmed 
documents — made available 
at the Library of Congress in 
recent months — provide some 
support for those who believe 
the number once held in Laos 
was perhaps as high as 41 . the 
Post said. 

Although the evidence is in- 


conclusive. the document* 
from the State Department. 
( f A and Defence Intelligence 
Agency support earlier "testi- 
mony h y semi.f n i >n ,,j mi- 
nistration officials that the* 
feared at the time that U.S. 
prisoners had been left behind, 
but they decided there was 
little they could do about it. 


Of the 5‘M Americans re- 
leased h> North Vietnam in 
l**73. only nine had been cap- 
tured in Laos. They were held 
by the North Vietnamese, and 
not by the Palhcl Lao 


Khmer Rouge, government move 
towards talks amid battlefield pressure 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) - Co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh said Sumbv the 
envernment and the Khmer 
Rouge had agreed on repre- 
sentative.* (o negotiate a peace 
proposal, yet fighting escalated 
tn northwest Cambodia. 

A working commit tec would 
consist of two cabinet minis- 
ter*. Sok An from the Cambo- 
dian Peoples. Parly and Venn 
Sereyvtitli from KUNCINPH . 
and Khmer Rouge officials 
Tep Khunn.il and Chiton Pra- 
sith. the prince said. 

Mr. Sok An sjjd he belies ed 
the meeting would take place 
soon, a* (he prince said the 
radical faction was eager (o 
talk. 

But he admitted that despite 
the progress toward negotia- 
tions. fighting continued. Both 
sides were blaming the other as 
the aggressor. 

"In' some places die Khmer 
Ruuee take die initiative to 


attaek government position* 
and we have to defend 
ourselves." Mr. Sok An said 
Thai military official* 
however told a diitcient stun., 
saying government force* had 
attacked Khmer Rouge b«*e* 
south of the border town of 
Poipct in the third consecutive 
duv of clashes. 


I lie Information Ministry 
acknowledged ihar govern- 
ment troop* wete still "keep- 
ing pressure" on the guerrilla* 
m the uica around the Khmer 
Rouge's headquarters at 
An long Vetig in northern Stem 
Reap province. 

"< hir mam aim is to defend 
government positions hut that 
docs not mean lh.it we have to 
keep quid. Sometimes we 
need to move first." Ml. Sok 
An said. 

To be discussed by both 
sides is King Norodom Siha- 
nouk’s peace proposal, in 


which lie suggest* that "accept- 
able" Khmer Ruugc members 
will be given senior cabinet 
posts if i he guerrilla* cea*e 
militate acltvjrv. op r _.,i fh«rir 
«’«Mjes and mersv their fieftters 
with the national arms.' 

During a recent clandestine 
meeting he tween Kl.mcr 
Rouge nominal leader Khicu 
Samphan ,nd Prince R ;ilwr . 
iddh both side* a creed to set 
up the working committee u, 
discuss the implement. irion of 
the Kings prop*y-a!. 

Bui the prince U< r 
tinned the reb...| 


jues- 
!c,ulcr\ 


sincerity, alter Mr. Khicu Sam- 
P h : m * n,B1 ‘ , •*” ftw agree in . i 


ceasefire. 

"We 




that's the .. .r means — 


*n*ii * me e,.\i rn.„ . — 


Singer Wynette 
critical with 
massive infection 


NASHVILLE. Tenn fR) - 
Country singer Tammy Wynet- 
tc remained in critical condi- 
tion Fridav with a massive in- 
testinal infection caused bv a 
blocked bile duel. "The doc- 
tors were quite impressed with 
Tammy's improvement, but 
she is not out of the woods yet. 
She remains in critical condi- 
tion in intensive care. " Wynet- 
te "s publicity agent Evelyn 
Shriver said.* No decision has 
been reached on possible 
surgery on the 51-vear-old sin- 
ger"! she said. Doctors are 
working on curbing the infec- 
tion. Wynette. best known for 
her recording of Stand By 
Your Man. was rushed to 



Nashville’s Baptist Hospital 


curly Tuesday hut news, of her 
illness was hot made public 
until an erroneous report that 
she had died was circulated. 
Doctors diagnosed her blocked- 
bile duct problem late Thurs- 
day night. "They can now 
drain it. but she is still in 
intensive cure." Ms. Shriver 
said. Ms. Shriver said the 
blockage occurred when scar 
tissue from previous surgery 
became infected. Wynette 
underwent bile duct surgery 
last vear and has been plagued 
by ifl health for years. Wynet- 
te's husband and manager, 
George Richey, said there had 
been "an outpouring of Jove" 
from peers who had sent calls 
and flowers. Well-wishers in- 
cluded rock stars Sting and 
Elton John and country 'music 
celebrities Reba McEntint. 
Smokey Robinson. Naomi 
Judd and Garth Brooks. 


Streisand holds 
1st paid concert 
in 22 years 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Barbra 
Streisand overcame her self- 
proclaimed fear of the concert 
stage with the help of 14 tele- 
prompters and the enthusiasm 
of a sofd-ouf crowd. “I did it. I 
did it. I did it." she exclaimed • 
as she was accorded the last of 
several standing ovations on 
New Year's Eve. It was Ms. 
Streisand's first paid concert in _ 
22 years, and she drew the 
praise of fans who paid $50 to 
5 1.000 or more to attend what 
some considered the event of 
the New- Year's weekend. A 


second concert Saturday night 
at the 15.200-Seal MGM grand 




rden drew pop superstar 
Michael Jackson, who walked 
into the arena with a 20-persoh' •; 
entourage and waved to a ijoar-^J, . 
ing crowd. He took his seat” a ' 
dozen rows back from centre 


stage as the music began. The 
vht 


message was dear when she 


opened her two-night stand 


with the song Everything's as if 
we never said goodbve. “I'm a 


little nervous. Forgive me,” 
she told the crowd! "I can't 
believe I'm actually back' 
here." Ms. Streisand Cold the 
Associated Press two years ago 
that she had quit paid' concerts 
because she was scared. "I got 
the notion in my head that I 
would forget the words." she 
said. On Friday, a dozen tele- 
prompters along the front of 
the elaborate stage and two 
more above the audience 
flashed the lyrics and her 
monologues. "One of the 
things about growing older is 
you learn you Tan survive life's 
disappointments." she told the 
audience. "Another is that you 
begin to appreciate yourself, 
flaw* and all." Ms. Streisand 
mesmerised the audience with 
her classic*: People. He 
Touched Me. Evergreen and 
The Way We Were, "in mv life 


I have never fell an experience 
like » l ’ : - " — • 


e this." said misty-eyed 
Elaine Honikmun. who 
travelled 3 . t if.ifi miles from 
Sharon. Mass., to attend the 
s b°w • Friends *aid Ms. 
Streisand also shunned paid 
concerts because of safety con- 
cerns. Nine metal detectors 
were set up to check concert- 
uoers, contributing to an 
hour's delay in the start of 
Friday’s show. Ms. Srreisand's 
last paid concert was in 1973 , 
w’hcn she worked a four-week, 
engagement at the Las Vegas 
Hilton for a reported SI mil* 
lii-in. The Friday and Saturday 
concerts w-cre expected to 
bring her much more than that,, 
although no one would confirm' 
repnrts in entertainment trade, 
publication* that the fiEare 
could reach S2t» million. " 
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U.K. bookmaker 
offers 1994 

clairvoyant odds 


LONDON (R| — A British 
bookmaker has offered odds of 
-\-l (hat U.S. President Bill 
L Imion would resign in 1994. 

■i ad considered Nelson Mande- 
k' a near certainty to become 
^■'uth Africa's first post-apaf- 
iheid president. William HilL 
offering gamblers a chance. M 
their luck on 1994 predic- 
tion*. put ihe chances of Bri- 
tain s Queen Elizabeth abdi- 
cating at 50-1. Elvis PrwJey 
being luund alive was a 250*1 
chance and punters could pfl 
edds of 1 .000-1 that 10* 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
"ou|d announce the second 
coming of Jesus Christ. 
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Jordan to host 8th regional 
bridge championship in 1995 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

•AMMAN — The Jordanian 
capital is set to become the 
bridge centre of the region 
wHerr it Hosts the 8th Bridge 
Federation of Africa. Asia 
and" the Middle East 
(BFAAME) Championship 
in ApriT-May 1995. 

The- internationally popu- 
lar intellectual card game, 
officially first introduced in 
Jordan in 1979. has been 
steadily drawing a Jarge num- 
ber Of players- anti fans, in the 
Kingdom ^ a : fgcuthat led 
thfc-Wprld Bridge Federation 
(WBF) and the BFAAME 
council to accept the Jordan 
Bridge Association’s (JBA) 
bid "following WBF Vice 
President Mazhar Jafri's visit 
to Jordan last week to ex- 
amine facilities and arrange- 
ments. 

. **I believe the JBA is fully 
capable of earning wide sup- 
port to ensure a successful 
championship. ” Mr. Jafri 
told the Jordan Times. 
.-.’The JBA is well- 
organised. and I was 
pleasantly surprised — Jor- 
dan's bridge club is probably 
the best of the zone." he 
added. 

The WBF now has 94 
member countries, repre- 
sented by their national fed- 
erations. 


The member countries 
have been divided into seven 
zones: North America: 

Europe; South America: 

Africa, Asia and Middle 
East: Central America and 
the Caribbean, the Far East 
and the Pacific. 

Jordan is a member of the 
Africa. Asia and Middle East 
zone which also includes 
Bangladesh. Botswana. 

Egypt. India. Kenya. 

Kuwait. Mauritius. Nepal. 

Morocco. Pakistan. Reunion 
Island. Saudi Arabia. S. Afri- 
ca. Sri Lanka, Tanzania, 

Tunisia. Uzbekistan and 
Zimbabwe. World Bridge Federation Vice President Mazhar Jafri receives a 

Competitions organised by shield from Jordan Bridge Federation's Honorary President, Mrs. 
WBF include the Bridge Nawzat Shaher 



Olympiad, held in an Olym- 
pic year, in which every coun- 
try can compete, and the. 
World Championship, better 
known as the Bermuda Bowl 
and the Venice Cup. in which 
only qualifying teams from 
zonal competitions can take 
part. 

The zonal biennial cham- 
pionship due to be held in - 
Amman in 1995 will enable' 
the top two teams of the open 
as well as the women’s events 
to qualify for the World 
Championship due to be held 
in Beijing in Sept. 1995. 

Mr. Jafri told the Jordan 
Times that he had. on behalf 
of the WBF. moved the 
Olympic Co uncil of As ia and 


the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) for the rec- 
ognition of the inreJIecrual 
game of -bridge as an 
approved sport and said that 
he was hopeful of the possi- 
bility of a favourable out- 
come by the end of the year. 

"Anl IOC recognition will 
very much enhance the status 
of bridge as a mental game. I 
see no reason that could pre- 
vent bridge from becoming 
an official sport because it 
fulfils the basic requirements 
stipulated by .the IOC char- 
ter: “tt is competitive and 
enhances friendship and good- 
will among nations." he 
noted. 

He said that WBF was now 


providing textbooks to teach 
bridge and that many coun- 
rries were making bridge pan 
of school curricula after reo- 
rganising the game as a men- 
Wsport. 

“You know, the fact that it 
is a card game should not 
belittle its status. Chinese 
leader Deng Xio Ping once 
said ’when people see me 
swimming they think I'm 
physically fit. by when they 
hear of me playing bridge 
they think I'm mentally fit’"” 
During his visit to Jordan. 
Mr. Jafri met Minister of 
Youth Abdullah Oweidat 
and JBA Honorary President 
Mrs. Nawzat Shaker. 

Mr. Ghassan Ghanem. 
Jordan's representative in the 
BFAAME said that the JBA 
would now exert all efforts to 
ensure the championship's 
success. 

“We are very much en- 
•couraged by Mr. Jafri's visit. 
We will now look for all kinds 
of sponsors and form com- 
mittees to oversee the details 
of the championship." he 
said. 

Mr. Ghanem noted that 
the number of bridge players 
in the country was rising con- 
stantly ever since the JBA 
was formed and accredited by 
the Ministry of Youth in 
1979. 

“We had 70 players when 
rhe JBA was first founded. 
Now we have over 400 reg- 

_ istered members and we are 

Jordan Bridge Federation (JBA) President Bahjat are JBA Vice President Gbassan Ghanem Heft) hopeful many more people 

Majati signs an agreement to host the 8th Bridge and World Bridge Federation Vice President will- learn and appreciate the 

Federation or Africa' ' Asia and the Middle-East Mazhar Jafri -a . . - ‘ — game in years to come" he 

Championship in Amman in !995. Also present - — ' [added.J 



Foreign footballers scandal takes new turn in S. Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
The foreign footballers scandal 
rocking South Africa has taken 
a new turn with a Liberian 
admitting he played here for 
two seasons under a false 
name. 

Former national striker Fri- 
day Roberts fled the war- 
ravaged West African nation in 
1991 to join Bloemfontein Cel- 
tic, a first division club from 
Orange Free State province. 

Celtic officials repeatedly 


denied media claims that the 
Liberian was a foreigner, and 
he became an established first- 
team player using the name 
Williams. 

But Roberts, who previously 
for mighty Barolle of Monro- 
' via, admitted Sunday that Cel- 
tic brought him into the coun- 
try illegally and changed his 
name. 

South Africa permits clubs 
to register five foreigners and 
field three, rules which some 


clubs allegedly break by alter- 
ing players' names and giving 
them fake identity documents. 

Responding to frequent 


pjx» »eports of abuse. Nation- 
al Football Association offi- 
cials launched an inquiry and 
die findings should be released 
during January. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HiflSCH 
C '1993 Tr 4 w « MmM 5 enM . ** 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE LOSERS GONE? 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* K Q 9 8 4 
7 A 2 
JK74 
*465 

EAST 


WEST 
* A 6 5 
7 4 10 7 6 
0 Q 86 5 8 

*2 


* J 10 2 
7 3 

0 J 10 9 2 

* A K 10 9 3 
SOUTH 

*73 

9KQ 9 8 5 4 
& A 

*QS74 
'Hie bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 C Pan i * Pass 

2 7 Pass 4 7 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of * 

It U easier for declarer, who sees 
all Ins side’s assets, to read the open- 
ing lead than ft is fee the leader's 
partner, who has only one hand and 
' dummy to work with. That affords 
declarer opportunities for deceptive 

plays which pose real problems for 
the "defenders. 

-This deaT is from a dub tourna- 
ment in Buffalo, N.Y. Sitting 
North-South were Jim Mathis and 
Gerald Fried. Since South’s two- 
heart rebid promised a six-card suit. 


Mathis' raise to four hearts would be 
the expert's choice. 

West led the deuce of dubs. East 
won with the king and it did not 
take a card-playing wizard to work 
out that West's lead was probably a 
singleton. Therefore, declarer stood 
to lose two dubs, a ruff and the ace 
of spades. To paint a different pic- 
ture of the hand for East, declarer 
calmly dropped the queen from 
hand. 

West could easily have led from 
four dubs, in which case trying to 
cash the ace of dubs might have 
been fatal. Declarer would niff and 
the jack of clubs would be set op for 
a discard. So East shifted to the jack 
of diamonds. Declarer won. led a 
spade to the queen, returned to 
hand with a diamond niff and led 
another spade. West shot up with 
the ace and returned the jack of 
trumps, but declarer was in control. 

South won in hand with the king, 
drew another, trump with the ace, 
t hen discarded two dubs on the 
kings of diamonds and spades. 
When the spades divided evenly, de- 
clarer ditched his remaining dub on 
a good spade as West raffed. Dear- 
er lost only one dub, a chib ruff and 
the ace of spades. 


4 Wheel Drive ( land rover discovery , Mitsobishi - 
pajero , Toyota I and cruiser ) or similar . 

NOT OLDER THAN ( 1991 ) Engine 2000 \ 2500 C.C 
Please Specify Milage & other details . send offers 
before 10\1\94 to tl.T.C project \ Mr. CiMINO 
p . o . Box ( 9800 ) Jebei Webdeh - Amman 






FURNISHED FIRST FLOOR FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, main hall open to the 
dining hall and an open, spacious veranda, with sitting room 
adjoining a closed in veranda, study, maid room, spacious 
kitchen open to a veranda. The verandas overlook a garden. 
Garage with separate entrance and a garden. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 4lh Circle, near the Kuwaiti Embassy 
in the embassies district, the house is suitable for an 
embassy or a family. 

Those interested call tel. 676885 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. for three days 


SECRETARY REQUIRED 

A law firm composed of several lawyers requires an 
efficient secretary with the following qualifications: 

1 . Fluency in written and spoken English and Arabic. 

2. Accuracy in typing in both languages. 

3. Computer knowledge and fluency in word proces- 
sing. 

4. Experience in filing systems. 

5. 2 years minimum experience in all above require- 
ments. 

Work hours 8:00-2:00 and 4:00-6:00 

Applications with CVs indicating past experi- 
ence, education and references should be sent 
to P.O.Box 35116, Amman before Jan. 10, 1994 


Unseeded Germans knock out 
S. Africa in Hopman Cup 


PERTH, Australia (AFP) — 
Gianikillers Germany became 
Sunday the second team to 
•eliminate seeded opposition 
from the Hopman Cup tennis 
mixed teams' tournament 
when they knocked out South 
Africa. 

Bernd Karbacher and Anke 
Huber defeated the eighth- 
seeded Souih Africans Marcos 
Ondruska and Amanda Coet- 
zer on the third dav of the 
760.000 dollar Australian 
(£540.000) 12-nation contest. 

Huber gave the Germans a 
flying start, beating Coetzer 
7-6 (7/4). 3-6. 6-1 in a fiercely 
contested three-set thriller that 
lasted two hours. 12 minutes. 

Then Karbacher ensured his 
country a place. in the quarter- 
finals when he overcame 
Ondruska 6-4, 6-4 in only 77 
minutes. 

South Africa secured a con- 
solation prize when Ondruska 
and Coetzer defeated the Ger- 
man pair 8-7 in a mixed dou- 


bles pro set. 

Germany now clash with the 
powerful second-seeded Un- 
ited Slates* pairing of Ivan 
Lendl and Mary Joe Fernandez 
Tuesday night. 

Germany won the competi- 
tion last year when they were 
represented by Michael Stich 
and Steffi Graf, but with the 
superstars unavailable to de- 
fend the title, they were not 
even seeded this year." 

Karbacher conceded that the 
U.S. pair would be formidable 
opponents. 

“I have never played Lendl 
before. But he is not used to 
playing in mixed doubles and 
anything can happen." he said. 

“Perhaps our best chance of 
beating the U.S. is to win both 
singles dashes. So there is no 
pressure on us in the mixed 
doubles," added Huber. 

Ondruska said he and Coet- 
zer had been “very nervous" 
before their match with the 
Germans, which got them off 


to a slow start. 

In the women's singles, Hu- 
ber was fully extended to over- 
come the tenacious Coetzer. 

The 19-year-old German, 
ranked 10th in the world, 
threatened to overwhelm the 
South African, ranked I5lh. 
racing to a 3-0 lead in the 
opening set after breaking 
Coetzer’s service in the first 
and third games. 

But Coetzer. a short, stocky 
and fiercely determined play- 
er. rallied in dazzling style, 
breaking Huber's service three 
times to lead at 6-5. Huber 
levelled at 6-6 and. in the 
tie-breaker, remained steadier 
to clinch the set. 

Coetzer's fighting qualities 
shone through .in the second 
set. in which she broke Hu- 
ber’s service in the first, third 
and seventh games, and it was 
not until the deriding set that a 
more confident Huber estab- 
lished domination. 


The cool Karbacher. with a , 
world ranking of 54. always 
appeared to have the measure, 
of Ondruska (ranked 40th) in* 
the men’s singles. 

Switzerland a'so moved into- 
the quanerfinab of the Hop- 
man Cup tournament Sunday 
when they knocked The 
Netherlands out of the 12- 
nation contest. 

Jakob Hlasek and- Manueia 

Maleeva-Fragniers gave 
Switzerland ari unassailable 
lead at the Burswood Dome 
when they both won their sing- 
les matches. 

Hlasek defeated Jan Sier- 
merink 4-6. 6-4. 7-5. and 
Maleeva-Fragniere overcame 
Miriam O remans 3-6. 6-3. 6-0. 

Switzerland, for whom 
Hlasek and Maleeva-Fragniere 
won the Hopman Cup two 
years ago. now dash with the 
top-seeded Czech Republic 
pair. Petr Korda and Jana 
Novotna. Tuesday. 


Chinese golden girls fail to clean up swimming gold 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Chi- 
na’s women swimmers took ■ 
three gold medals to Increase 
their gold medal tally at the 
Epson Short-Course Swim- 
ming World Cup Sunday but 
the result still fell shon of 
expectations. 

Chinese swimmer Le Jingye 
— holder of short-course world 
records in the 50-metre and 
100m freestyle events — easily 
took the 100m freestyle title to 
add to the two golds she won 
Saturday. 

But, despite more golds 
from Dai Guohong and Lou 
Xia in the 200m and 50m 
breaststroke events respective- 
ly, the second day of this two- 
day meet was marked by dis- 
appointment for the Chinese 
women. 

Pre-meet favourite Dai — 
winner of four golds at the 
Short-Course World Cham- . 
pionships in Laima De Mallor- 
ca in early December — was 


disqualified for a false start in 
the finals of the 50m butterfly, 
which was won by Angela Ken- 
nedy of Australia. 

After a strong showing 
Saturday. Australia's women 
swimmers continued to 
threaten China's dominance 
Sunday in the women's events 
as Elli Overton brought her 
meet gold medal tally to four, 
with wins in the 100m and 
400m individual medleys. 

Meanwhile. Australia's 
Mark Kowalski won the gruell- 
ing 800m freestyle marathon 
by more than seven seconds to 
help bring Australia's gold 
medal total to six. 

The men’s results were 
mixed, with the Russians per- 
forming strongly, but without a 
hoped-for record breaking 
swim from Alexandre Popov, 
who shaved 0.11 seconds off 
the 100m short-course with a 
time of 47.83 seconds Satur- 
day. 


In a hotly contested 50m 
freestyle final. Lithuanian 
Raimundas Majuolis edged 
Popov out by 0.4 seconds to 
win his country's only gold of 
the tournament. 

While Popov failed to take a 
gold Sunday, Vladimir Selkov, 
Denis Pakratov and Vladimir 
Pyshenko combined for a gold 
medal triple haul in the 200 m 
backstroke, 100m butterfly and 
200m freestyle. 

Nina Jivanesvkaya added to 
the Russian tally with victory 
in the women’s 100m back- - 


stroke' event. 

Christian Keller of Germany 
staked his claim as an indi- 
vidual medley specialist, win- 
ning the men’s 200m title, after 
taking golds in the 100m and 
400m individual medley cate- 
go rierse. 

Compatriot Dagmar Hase 
won a powerful victory in the 
women's 400m freestyle - to 
bring Germany's gold medal 
total to five, with Dane Mette 
Jacobsen winning Denmark's 
only gold with a win in the 
women's 200m butterfly. 


CAR FOR SALE 


HONDA CIVIC, customs duty unpaid. 1978 model, 2 
doors, manual gear, good condition, at a very low price 

JD 750)!! 

Tel.: 641118, 644570 


Dutye unpaid CARS for Sale 

* NISSAN PATROL SAFARI 1993 model , colour 
Gotd\ Green , full automatic . foil options soot kms 

* TOYOTA CROWN A Super Salon . .1 994 model 1 

I M ailage 37000 k.ms .' , , 

* CALL TEL . : { 844537 ) Mr. Ibrahim . 


THE AMERICAN WOMEN OF AMMAN 

Will be holding the January monthly meeting 
on Saturday, Jan. 8, 1994, 
from 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon 
At the Amman Marriott Hotel 


A DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, spa- 
cious salons, maid's room, two glassed-in 
verandas, telephone and other utilities. 
Location: Shmeisani, Tyche Street. 

Call tel: 816295 


FLATS FOR RENT< 


1. Second-floor furnished flat, consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms. salon, dining room, sitting room, 2 bathrooms, 
spacious kitchen, separate central heating with tele- 
phone. Lift is available. Located in Abdoun District. 

2. Third floor, unfurnished flat, consists of 3 bedrooms, 
a salon, dining room, sitting room, 3 bathrooms, 
separate central heating, with lift. The building is 
located in Rabieh District, near the Chinese Embassy. 

Please call tel. 811875 


DUTY FREE RANIE ROVER 
FOR SALE 

1988 Range Rover, dark blue, 56000 km, 
one owner, excellent condition. 

Please contact tel. 656273 


BU1CK LE SABRE 
FOR SALE 

1987 Buick le -Sabre limited, 54,000 miles, 
white, single owner, Virginia plates, loaded, 
excellent condition. 

Call 812307 between 5-7 p.m. 



Jordanian Hospitality 
Is Our Business 

San Rock international 
Hotel 

With its new management 

La Palma Restaurant 

Buffets: 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinners 
You have a date with the real fun ... 
To the tunes of the lute ... 

For reservation call tell 813800 

I San Rock International Hotel — Uram Uthalnaj 
Tel. 813800 — Fax 813600 


First floor separated - net area of ( 260 ) square meters . 
Folly furnished . 4 bedrooms " one master n , 2 large 
salons ( living . dining , & family ) ALL CARPETED . 
Glassed - in V err an da. . Modem Kitchen . Washing room. 
3 bath rooms . Separated central heating , telephone . 
Colour T . V , video , F . M + T . V central line , Electric 
- appliances . Lift . ( RENT NEGOTIABLE ) . 
PLEASE CALL TEL. *Q ^ 1 2 , 4 6 




(Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


COWCQgP 


A 

Y 


A 

T 


CONCORD ‘V 

SOMMEBSBY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00. 4:45. 6:30 

Hi America Play, 8:30 _ 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA | 


Ahmad Zaki and Mahmoud Hamldeh 
in 


(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30.3:15.5^X1. h:3Q. 8:30. ItfcjU 

daily at 11:00 a.m. 

HOME ALONE “2” 


| Cinema Tel.-. 6341441 

PHILADELPHIA 

Demy Moore ... in 
THE BUTCHER’S WIFE 

Shuwv 12:30. 3.311. X:.hi. HfcSn 

Special show for children on 
Thu.. Fri.. Sat.. Sun.. at 11:00 am. 

NINJA DRAGONS 


Tel.: 675571 

Wifafl Al 1— hbri Tbuatru 


presents a play entitled: 

AL 61m Huron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel. Has- 
san Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabil & HWam’s Tel.: fflSiBl 

AHLAN THBBATRE 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 pan. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 
En^Mi synopsis avaflaUe 
The Theatre w fit be dosed from Dec. 24, 
1993 natfl further notice. 


' : '' r fcrldL 
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Reformist team 
heads for talks 
with PLO chief 


By a Jordan Times 
Star Reporter 


AMMAN — A group of 
Palestinian activists seeking', 
reforms in the Palestine Li- 
beration Or \ 4 .i:sation (PLO) 
left for Tunis Sunda\ for talks 
with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

The team is led by Haidar 
Abdul Shall, who served os 
the head of the PLO-guided 
negotiators in the 26-month- 
old peace talks with Israel, 
and includes members of the 
Palestine People's Party and 
the Palestinian Democratic 
Movement (FIDA) as well as 
independents. 

Their meeting with Mr. 
Arafat, expected to begin 
late Sunday, came in re- 
sponse to several months of 
intense campaigning and a 
petition to the PLO chairman 
expressing discontent with 
the way he was handling PLO 
decision-making and negotia- 
tions with IsraeF on the imple- 
mentation of the Sept. 13 
autonomy accord. 

"The delegation is going to 
Tunis with an open mind, but 
the main objective of the visit 
is to ensure that Mr. Arafat 
changes his autocratic style." 
said a source close to refor- 
mist camp. 

"We hope Arafat would 
live up to whatever he agrees 
at the meeting and would not 
return to his ways of promis- 
ing something and doing 
something else.” added the 
source, who preferred anony- 
mity. 

Unlike hardline PLO fac- 
tions and activists who 
oppose the autonomy accord, 
the reformers endorse the 
autonomy agreement but 
argue that the PLO chair- 
man's approach to peace- 
making could undermine the 
Palestinians' quest for state- 
hood by depriving their rep- 
resentative organisation of 
credibility in the internation- 
al scene. 

Several members of the 
Palestinian peace negotiating 
team and their advisers as 
well as leading personalities 
from the occupied territories 
and the diaspora have joined 
the reformers. 

Mr. Arafat, who has been 
ignoring earlier efforts by the 
reformist camp, agreed to 
meeting the delegation after - 
he came under heavy press- 
ure from, within the PLO 
Executive Committee. 

■ Tayscer Arouri. a member 


of the delegation which left 
for Tunis Sunday, said early 
this month: "It is time the 
PLO leadership realised that 
building a state is different 
from running a revolutionary 
movement." 

The reference included an 
argument that Mr. Arafat, 
having secured international 
support and pledges of finan- 
cial support for his peace 
moves with Israel, risked los- 
ing the backing if he con- 
tinued to apply political con- 
siderations rather than indi- 
vidual qualifications and ex- 
pertise in naming people to 
key jobs in setting up Palesti- 
nian infrastruture. 

Dr. Abdul Shaft, quoted 
by Reuters, said: “We are 
determined to see that there 
is a positive response. It is 
not a challenge to Arafat's 
leadership. We want his lead- 
ership to be based on a more • 
secure broad-based decision- 
making b asis." . _ — 

The Gaza-based physician, 
who criticises the autonomy 
accord saying it falls short of 
Palestinian aspirations, said 
the timing of the meeting 
with Mr. Arafat was more 
pressing than ever as the 
negotiating process opened 
“the possibility of assuming 
responsibilities for running 
our own civic affairs.” 

“Our demand is that Ara- 
fat commits himself to demo- 
cratic principles by seeking 
competent Palestinians and 
not by sacrificing qualifica- 
tions for political considera- 
tions." he said. 

In addition to Dr. Abdul 
Shaft and Dr. Arouri. the 
delegation includes Nabii 
Amer. a former PLO envoy 
and Arafat confidant, and 
activists Abdul Hafez 
Asshab. Ghazi Khalil. Taw- 
fiq Abu Rakr. and Ibrahim 
Abu Ayash. 


During his three-dav stay 
in Amman after arriving from 
the West Bank. Dr. Abdul 
Shaft met with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Al Majali 
and several Palestinian fi- 
gures in Jordan. 

In a statement to the 
Jordanian News Agency. Pet- 
ra. Dr. Abdul Shaft stressed 
the need for enhancing 
Jordanian-Palestinian coor- 
dination "particularly at this 
time when the peace talks are 
passing through a genuine 
crisis, "which requires closer 
Arab coordination to _ secure 
Arab rights and intends. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Mafia dons on the run in Britain’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain has been selected as a “safe haven" 
by some of the mafia's most dangerous criminals, including the 
suspected assassin of the mafia-fighting Judge Giovanni Falcone, 
the Sunday Times reported here. According to the paper, Italian 
authorities have given Scotland Yard a list of senior mafiosi on 
(he run, whom they believe could be hiding here. They include 
Giovanni Brusca. 36. whom the weekly described as a member 
of one of the mosr powerful families in Sicily and. according to 
informers' evidence, the man who set off by remote control the 
bomb that killed Judge Falcone. Others on the list include 
Leoluca “the Colonel” Bagarella. 50, brother-in-law of Salva- 
tore "Toto" Riina. the undisputed godfather of Sicily. A third 
mafia don. Bernardo Provcnzano. a ruthless killer known as 
"the Tractor" because he "mows people down," may also be 
hiding in Britain, the paper said. Considered number two in the 
Corleone dan, he is wanted for several murders. 


AFP pulls out Gulf HQ out of Bahrain 


MANAMA (R) — The French news agency Agence France- 
Presse (AFP) said Sunday it was shutting down its Gulf 
headquarters in Bahrain and moving to Dubai (his week. AFP 
deputy chief correspondent Hasson Haidar told Reuters that the 
agency - , which had six correspondents and four other staff in 
Bahrain, was moving for Technical reasons. Tuesday would be 
the last day of operations. He said that in Dubai, in the United 
Arab Emirates, the agency was able to receive more of the 
Middle East's government news agencies, and it was also 
permitted to set up its own satellite dish on its building. Mr. 
Haidar said AFP had been in Bahrain for 17 years, during which 
time two correspondents had been expelled. He said the agency 
planned to hire a part-time correspondent to cover Bahrain. 


Mamedov to prepare summit 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Georgi 
Mamedov left for Washington on Sunday to prepare the planned 
Moscow summit between presidents Boris Yeltsin and Bill 
Clinton from Jon. 12 to 15, ITAR-TASS reported. Mr. 
Mamedov said before he left that his talks in Washington would 
centre on disarmament and other issues on the summit agenda, 
the news agency said. Mr. Ginton is due to visit Moscow 
immediately" after a North Atlantic Treaty Organisation summit 
in Brussels on Jan. 10 and li. He is also scheduled to make a 
brief trip to Belarus, one of the four nuclear powers of the 
former Soviet Union. 


17 seamen still missing after freighter sinks 


TOKYO (AFP) — Seventeen of the 29 crew members aboard 
the 6.700-tonne freighter Arctic Reefer were still missing Sunday 
after the Cypriot-registered ship sank overnight in the Pacific 
Ocean off Japan, officials said. Five patrol boats and three 
aircraft from Japan's maritime safety agency were continuing the 
search Sunday for the seamen in waters 500 kilometres south of 
Kochi prefecture in southwestern Japan. Twelve crew members 
— six Filipinos, four Greeks, a Dutch and a Burmese — were 
rescued alive. The freighter, bound for Venezuela from the 
eastern Chinese coastal city of Shanghai, sent out a distress 
signal Saturday, saying there had been an explosion on board. 



PROTEST: Palestinian women shout at Israeli troopers shot and wounded at least six Palcsti- 

sokliers in the Gaza Strip Sunday after the nians, including a pregnant woman (AFP photo) 


Defence concludes argument 
in assassination plot trial 


AMMAN (AP) — Defence 
lawyers Sunday rested their 
case in the trial of 10 Jorda- 
nians accused of plotting to kill 
King Hussein, rejecting pre- 
trial confessions and deman- 
ding the conditional release of 
the defendants. 

Defence lawyer Omar 
Dhamra: reading a 150-page 
summation, argued that the 
confessions were extracted 
under torture and as such 
i could not be admitted as evi- 
dence. 

He demanded that the court 
return an innocent verdict and 
release the defendants. 

The State Security Court, a 
three-man military tribunal, 
will hold a "final review" of 
the case Jan. 9 and set a date 
for issuing the verdict, pro- 
secution sources said. 


Under standing orders of the 
coart. the defendants and wit- 
nesses could not be identified 
by name m media reports. Two 
of the accused are being tried 
in absentia. 

Five military cadets, a mem- 
ber of a guard unit of King 
Hussein and four others, in- 
cluding the two fugitives, are 
charged with plotting to assas- 
sinate the Monarch and pave 
the ' way for a take-over of 
power by the illegal Hezb AI 
Tahrir group. 


Hezb Al Tahrir. a puritan 
group established in the early 
50s, does not recognise any of 
the existing Arab governments 
and call for the establishment 
of an Islamic caliphate. 

The prosecution charges that 
the five cadets, students at 
Muta University, a military 
college in south Jordan, were 
enlisted by Hezb AI Tahrir to 


open fire at the King during a 
guard of honour at a Muta 
graduation ceremony on June 
26. 

The students were told that 
as soon as the King was killed, 
pre- positioned Hezb Al Tahrir 
members were to take over 
radio and television stations 
and seize power, according to 
prosecutor Muhannad Hijazi, 
an army major. 

Mr. Dhamra and other de- 
fence lawyers who addressed 
the court Iasi week summed up 
that the accused were subject 
to "severe physical torture and 
psychological duress" to force 
them into signing the confes- 
sions. 

The statements, given by the 
eight accused during three 
months of detention at the 
intelligence department, are 
one of the pillars of the pro- 
secution's case. 

All the defendants on court 
retracted the confessions and 
entered innocent pleas at the 
outset of the trial, which began 
in September. 

The defence has also argued 
that Hezb Al Tahrir did not 
espouse violence as a means to 
achieve its objective, and as 
such the prosecution charges 
based on the group's ideology 
were invalid. 

Prosecution witnesses have 
testified that the five cadets 
were devout Muslims who re- 
sented the pro-Western "un- 
Islamic" policies of the govern- 
ment. 

They also told the court that 
the five were ardent admirers 
of Lieutenant Khaled Al 
Islambouiy. who assassinated 
Egyptian president Hosni 
Mubarak during a Cairo milit- 
ary parade in October 1981. 


Gunmen attack U.N. 


aid agency in Baidoa 


MOGADISHU (AP) — Un- 
identified gunmen broke into a 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) compound in the south- 
ern city of Baidoa. killing one 
Somali and wounding another. 
U.N. officials said. . 

A senior U.N. military offi- 
cial said that it was premature 
to blame the attack on Muslim 
extremists, but said that U.N. 
analysts suspect the shootings 
may be part of a larger cam- 
paign against non-Muslim aid 
agencies. 

“This is to 3 certain extent 
speculation, but it is based on 
information that we have." 
said the official, who spoke 
only on condition that his 
name not be published. U.N. 
officials are often hesitant to 
discuss intelligence matters 
openly. 

He declined to specify what 
further information the L T .N. 
possessed about threats by 
Muslim extremists. 

Because of poor com- 
munications between Moga- 
dishu and Baidoa. few- details 
were available Sunday on the 
shootings, other than that they 
rook place Saturday night. The 
names of the victims, a guard 
and a driver, were not re- 
leased. 

WFP Director Gemmo 
Lodesani said he was uncertain 
if the attack was politically or 
religiously motivated or was 
simply an attempt to steal one 
of the U.N. agency vehicles. 
Well-armed looters frequently 
rob aid agencies, who hire 
guards to protect their opera- 
tions. 

Just before Christmas, an 
anonymous group claiming to 
represent fundamentalist Mus- 
lims issued a statement thre- 
atening a holy war against 
Christian evangelism in Soma- 
lia. 

. The group accused the U.N. 


and aid groups of passing nut 
Bibles in the Somali language 
and distributing items prohi- 
bited by Islam, including pork, 
pornography, alcohol ami 
hashish. 

"Anybody who tries to dis- 
tribute anything concerning 
Christianity will be shot,” said 
the warning. 


On Christmas eve. unidenti- 
fied attackers threw hand gre- 
nades into the Baidoa offices 
of Catholic Relief Services and 
the Irish charily Goal Ireland, 
injuring two Somali guards. 

Almost all Somalis are Mus- 
lims. but locals say that very 
few- people in the capital sub- 
scribe to violent religious views 
and that extremism does not 
present a major threat in the 
country at this time. 

Mr. Lodesani agreed that it 
is too early to conclude that 
religious extremism is on the 
rise in Somalia, which has suf- 
fered years of political and 
clan-based violence that pro- 
voked the massive U.N. milit- 
arv intervention in December 
1992. 

"W'c receive threats every 
day." Mr. Lodesani said. "It 
might be the fundamentalists 
— nobody knows." 

He said attacks on aid work- 
ers have forced him to close 
temporarily the WFP office in 
Bardera, in southwestern 
Somalia, and that further 
attacks would impede WFP op- 
erations elsewhere. 

"My policy for 1994 is 
whenever I have a problem, I 
shut down." Mr. Lodesani 
said. 

He did not say whether WTP 
would dose its Baidoa office. 

There are 26.000 U.N. 
troops from 29 countries in 
Somalia, including thousands 
from countries such as 
Pakistan. Egypt. Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates. 


Balladur 
chided for 
sending 
Iranians 
to Tehran 


PARIS (R) — France's popu- 
lar conservative Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Bailadour faced 
harsh words Sunday for flying 
two suspected Iranian assassins 
home to safety instead of hand- 
ing them over the Swiss justice. 

Paris' decision to reject a 
Swiss extradition request for 
the pair against the advice of 
its own courts brought critidsm 
from the French and Iranian 
opposition os well as from vic- 
tims of pro-Iranian attacks that 
terrorised France in the 1980s. 

"Terrorism is international 
yet we're now refusing to 
cooperate with Swiss justice,*' 
said Francoise Rudetzki, 
maimed ip a 1986 bombing in 
Paris by guerrillas and now 
head of an association of vic- 
tims of such attacks. 

The opposition socialists 
said the decision was "incohe- 
rent and deplorably inconse- 
quential." 

Mohsen Sharif-Esfahani and 
Ahmad Tahcri were taken 
from jail and flown home 
secretly last week despite a 
French court ruling in Febru- 
ary in favour of their extradi- 
tion to Switzerland. 

Mr. Bailadour made the 
move public in a terse state- 
ment on Thursday, two days 
after the flight. 

.“The French authorities 
have decided not to extradite 
(the two) for reasons involving 
national interest. No further 
comment will he made on this 
affair." a statement from his 
office said. 

Asked to offer some ex- 
planation during a television 
talk-show on Sunday. Euro- 
pean Affairs Minister Alain 
Lamassourc said: "At times 
brevity is best." 

Refusing further comment, 
he said on France 2: “In the 
war on international terrorism, 
the least said the better." 

Officials and police chiefs 
loo remained silent. "One can 
only presume a serious threat 
has been made." a French offi- 
cial. who asked not to he iden- 
tified. told Reuters. 

Arrested at Berne's request 
in Paris in November W2. the 
men were wanted for the 1990 
murder in Geneva of leading 
Iranian dissident Kazan Ra- 
javi. brother of Massoud Ra- 
j,»vi whoi heads Iran's 
Mujahedccn-c-Khalq guerrilla 
movement, based in Iraq. 

In an unusually sharp state- 
ment, Switzerland described 
the move as "disconcerting” 
and lodged a formal protest 
"against this breaking of the 
European extradition accord." 

“Tension with Iran is un- 
doubtedly more dangerous 
than tension with Switzer- 
land." quipped the daily Le 
Monde newpaper. 

“But appearing to cave in to 
the threat of terrorism is cer- 
tainly not the best way to fight 
it." 

Newspaper across the poli- 
tical spectrum saw Paris' deci- 
sion as the latest twist in a 
decade of rocky ties with Iran’s 
fundamentalist leaders in 
which successive French gov- 
ernment had capitulated too 
often and perhaps to no avail. 

The mass-circulation con- 
servative daily. Francc-Soir. 
called it "a strange gift from 
Paris to Tehran." TTic popular 
Le Parisicn described the move 
as “astonishing." 

It said that the tough-talking 
conservatives, who have 
rounded up scores of suspected 
Algerian fundamentalists and 
Kurdish separatists in the past 
few weeks, were compromising 
their own promises of muscle 
on the law and order front, 


Sudan says British envoy 
worked against Khartoum 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
■ Sudan has accused the British 
ambassador ordered to leave 
the country of working directly 
against the interests of the 
Khartoum government. 

But a “highly-placed politic- 
al source” hinted in a report in 
the government newspaper Al 
Ingaz Al Waiani that the ex- 
pulsion could be reversed if 
Britain understood why it was 
ordered. 

• The unnamed official told 
the newspaper Ambassador 
Peter Streams was responsible 
for the failure of Sudan's 
efforts to improve ties with the 
West. 

The report on Sunday con- 
tained no specific examples of 
how Mr. Streams allegedly 
undermined his host state. 

The official also said the 
expulsion had nothing to do 
with the ambassador's contacts 
with prominent Sudanese 
opposition leaders or con- 
troversy over a visit by the 
archbishop of Canterbury, 
spiritual leader of the Anglican 
faith. 

Military ruler Omar Ha&san 
Al Bashir said on Saturday the 
aim of expelling Mr. Streams 
was to show Britain that Sudan 
was no longer part of the Brit- 
ish empire. 

“You have heard through 
the media that we have asked 
Britain, the colonial state, to 
recall its ambassador in Khar- 
toum because he interfered in 
and encroached on what did 
not concern him." Lieutenant- 
General Bashir said in a speech 
to mark the 38th anniversary of 
independence. 

"We wanted it as a lesson for 
them (the British)... that we 
are independent and will not 
permit anyone to harm our 
independence," he added. 

Sudan said on Thursday it 
was giving Mr. Streams two 
weeks to leave the country. 
Britain has given Sudan until 
Tuesday to reverse the deci- 
sion (see page 2). 

The Sudanese government 
earlier blamed Streams for the 
cancellation of a visit to north- 
ern Sudan by Archbishop 
George Carey, who decided to 
visit only the rebel-controlled 
south 


The archbishop said on Fri- 
day the decision was his alone 
and he was sad about the ex- 
pulsion. 

the government newspaper 
said the ambassador's expul- 
sion came after a long study of 

his behaviour. 

Britain has threatened a tit- 
for-tat expulsion of Sudan s 
ambassador to London if 
Khartoum's order stands. But 
Sudan has since moved its en- 
voy. Ali Mohammad Osman 
Yassin, to New York where he 
is now Sudan's permanent rep- 
resentative at the United Na- 
tions. His replacement in Lon- 
don has not been named. 


Ties with Eritrea 


Sudan denied Sunday a 
charge by Eritrea that invaders 
launched an attack on it from 
Sudanese soil! Iasi month. 

Al Ingaz Al Watani quoted 
an unidentified senior official 
as saying the charges were un- 
founded. and Sudan had no 
interest in changing the gov- 
ernment in Eritrea or ip car- 
rying out hostile acts against it. 

Sudan has faced charges by 
the West and its northern 
neighbour. Egypt of harbour- 
ing militants with backing by- 
Iran. 

President Isaias Aferwerki 
of Eritrea said Saturday that 20 
invaders from Sudan, led by an 
Eritrean militarya commander, 
were killed in a shootout Dec. 
16. He said they included 
Moroccans. Tunisians and 
Pakistanis, and were part of a 
holy war movement. 

The attack had not been 
publicised at the time, but Mr. 
Aferwerki said there had been 
similar clashes along the bor- 
der in a bid by fundamentalists 
to overthrow his government. 

But. Al Ingaz Al Watani 
quoted the Sudanese official as 
saying: “There is no founda- 
tion for such allegations. It 
would be better to look for the 
real reasons of such tension.” 

The official pointed out that 
more than 500.000 Eritrean 
refugees were being sheltered 
in Sudan, under the supervi- 
sion of Sudanese security 
forces. 


Jordan-Qatar reconciliation sealed 


(CvtfSnoed from page I) 


quest for a negotiated settle- 
ment with Israel based on (he 
return of the Kingdom's terri- 
tory occupied by the Jewish 
state and restoration of Jor- 
dan's water right. 

Sheikh Hamad told Sun- 
day's press conference that 
his country was seeking to 
end the rifts in the Arab 
World caused by the Gulf 
crisis, but it would be some 
time before the Arab coun- 
tries would be able to settle 
their differences. 

“Arab reconciliation needs 
time and it will take place in 
stages before Arabs can sit 
down at one table again and 
start a frank dialogue." he 
said. 

In unusually frank and un- 
ambiguous comments for a 
Gulf minister. Sheikh Hamad 
said Qatar's decision to send 
him to Amman on an official 
visit was “taken at the highest 
level" and that the visit had 
"removed nil differences" be- 
tween Amman and Doha. 

He expressed hope that 
Qatar's partners in the six- 
memher Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) would also 
follow Doha's example and 
seek to heal (he strain in 
relations. 


Asserting Doha's indepen- 
dent policy. Sheikh Hamad 
said that if other Arab coun- 
tries "arc nor happy with our 
visit to Jordan... then that is 
their problem." 

The Oatari minister called 
on Arab states to end their 
ostracism of Iraq because 
Iraq “is an important country 
in the Arab World and it j$ 
imperative to remove all mis- 
understandings that mar 
Arab relations." 

Unlike its GCC partners. 
Qatar sent back its ambassa- 
dor to Baghdad shortly after 
the Gulf war over Kuwait. A 
senior Oatari defence official 
visited the Iraqi capital last 
month, triggering a protest 
from Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. Doha rejected the 
criticism. 


Sheikh JJamad said Qatar 
was in no position to im- 
mediately resume aide to Jor- 
dan because of its own finan- 
cial difficulties and the de- 
pression in international oil 
prices. 

He criticised unnamed 
members of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Export Coun- 
tries (OPEC) for overproduc- 
tion, in violation of OPEC 
quotas, leading to the decline 
in oil prices. 

"I believe that the barter 
deals reached by some OPEC 
members outside OPEC 
agreements should be im- 
mediately stopped and that 
these countries should abide 
by the OPEC quotas.” he 
said. 

Sheikh Hamad, in the first 
such comment by a Gulf offi- 
cial. said his country was 
ready to normalise relations 
with Israel if progress was 
achieved in the Middle East 
peace process. 

Confirming that he met 
with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres on the fringes 
of the 1993 session of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly in New York. 
Sheikh Hamad said he told 
Peres that his country was not 
ready to sign any agreement 
or cooperate with Israel "be- 
fore progress is reached in 
the... peace negotiations." 

He said while Qatar was 
ready to lift the boycott of 
international firms dealing 
with Israel as soon as the 
peace talks make progress, it 
also believed that the general 
boycott of the Jewish state 
should be lifted only after the 
iJ-member Arab League 
adopts a formal resolution to 
do so. 

Sheikh Hamad criticised 
Arab countries for their reti- 
cence to contact Israel and 
also rejection of negotiations 
with the Jewish state in Arab 
capitals. 

thc >' wuW meet in 
Washington. Moscow and 
Peking, why not in Arab 
countries?" he asked. "It , s a 
psychological problem..." 



U-S/s wealthiest 
bachelor marries 


LANAI, Hawaii (R) — Bffl 
Gates, chairman of Microsoft 
Corp and America’s wealthiest 
bachelor, married his longtime 
girlfriend on this exclusive is- 
land Saturday surrounded by 
family and billionaire friends. 
Gates, the nation's second-' 
richest person with a net worth 
of at lest $6 billion, married 
Melinda French, a microsoft 
marketing manager from Dal- 
las, a source, who asked not to 
be named told Reuters. The 
wedding took place on a spit of 
land overlooking the blue wa- 
ters of the Pacific at the plush 
Manele Bay Hotel golf resort 
on the island just west of Maui, 4 
the source said. Erin Carney, a 
spokeswoman for Microsoft, 
said news organisations would 
be given written confirmation 
of the wedding but said a com- 
pany statement might not be 
released until later Sunday, 
when an official photograph 
also would be distributed. 
Among the approximately 130 
guests expected at the celebra- 
tion were Nebraska investor 
Warren Buffett, the only 
American wealthier than 
Gates, and two other microsoft 
billionaires. Executive Vice- 
President Steve Ballmer and 
company co-founder Paul 
Alien. The Rev. William Sulli- 
van, a Jesuit priest 'who is 
president of Seattle University, 
performed the_ceremony. 

Monk uses fire 
engine to sprinkle 
holy water 


Israel insists PLO accept paper 

(Continued from page 1) a Jordan River site. Maghtas. 


might take several more 
weeks. “There is no way back. 
This process is irreversible." 
said Education Minister 
Amnon Rubinstein. 


where tradition says Jesus was. 
baptised, Israel Radio reports 
said. ' 

In an interview with Al Quds 
newspaper. Dr. Shaath said 
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Mr. Rabin told his ministers Palestinian negotiators Irvine 
Sunday thai Mr. Arafat de- 10 the «zc of the area 

inanded that the Jericho area under their control as much as 

be expanded to include a strip possible had focused on at least 


of beach on the Dead Sea and 
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BANGKOK (R) — A Buddh- 
ist monk in northeastern Thai- 


land used a fire engine to spray 
2,500 litres (660 gallons) of 
holy water on thousands of 
followers to bless them for the 
new year. A source in the 
firemen's office in Nakoro 
Ratchasima 260 kilometres 
north of Bangkok, told Reu- 
ters by phone that Phra Koon, 
71, well known for his beliefs 
in black magic and supersti- 
tions, borrowed a fire engine 
for the ceremony. About 
10,000 people gathered in front 
of the provincial hail as Phra 
Koon prepared the holy wafer 
late, loaded it in the fire engine' 
and turped the hose on folio%> 
ers. Some Buddhist monks 
who believe in black magic say 
the holy water protects follow- 
ers against bad spirits and 
brings good luck. Last August, 
when the Royal Praza Hotel 
collapsed In Nakom Ratchasi- 
ma, killing 137 people and 
injuring more than 200 others, 
Phra Koon performed similar 
rites at the scene which some 
rescuers said hampered their 
work. . . 

Hearing set for 
Reynolds, Anderson 
divorce case 


JUPITER, Fla (R) — Actress 
Loni Anderson claims she is 
nearly broke and needs tem- 
porary alimony from her 
estranged husband Burt 
Reynolds to maintain her 
affluent lifestyle court docu- 
ments show. Lawyers for the 
couple are scheduled to appear 
in state court Monday for the 
first in a series of hearings in 
the high-profile divorce case. 
The pair of celebrities own a 
ranch in south Florida and 
made frequent appearances on 
behalf of local charities until 
they filed for divorce last June. 
Anderson, 47, claims she en- 
tered the marriage in 1988 with 
SI million in cash. She earned 
about $1 .7 million during the 
marriage, but spent all the 
money on martial living ex- 
penses and child care for the 
couple's adopted five-year-old 
son, Quinton, according to 
court records. One of 
Reynolds’ attorneys disputed 
the portrayal of Anderson as 
verge of homelessness. 
“This is just not a situation 
where she is destitute and re- 
quires payment" Stuart Attor- 
ney Noel Bobko said. “She is 
gainfully employed and dong 
very well." The documents did 
not specify how much money 
in alimony Anderson is seek- 
ing. "During the marriage, the 
parties enjoyed a prosperous 
lifestyle, with homes in Flor- 
ida, North Carolina and Cali- 
fornia." Andersons attorneys 
in documents filed in Mar- 
tm County Court, where_the 
couple's divorce case is'pcnd- 
jng. In addition to alimony, the. 
blond former star of television 
vshow WKRP In Cincinnati is 
as ^ing that Reynolds pay her 
attorney fees and experts 
needed to prepare for the 
vorce trial including accotffl - 
tants, real estate appr assert 
and a bankruptcy attorney- ^ 

California judge ordifcpd 
Reynolds, 57, to pay terrifr 0 *' 
ary child support *f* cr 
Reynolds, star of the tefcvk* 011 
show “Evening Shade.”- 
for divorce in Florida.---/ 
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